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Lottery lined up once again 
for the NBA and San Antonio
SPORTS, 1B

WASHINGTON – The Supreme
Court on Thursday sided with Google,
Twitter and Facebook in lawsuits seek-
ing to hold them liable for terrorist at-
tacks. But the justices sidestepped the
big issue hovering over the cases, the
federal law that shields social media
companies from being sued over con-
tent posted by others.

The justices unanimously rejected a
lawsuit alleging that the companies
allowed their platforms to be used to
aid and abet an attack at a Turkish
nightclub that killed 39 people in 
2017.

In the case of an American college
student who was killed in an Islamic
State terrorist attack in Paris in 2015, a
unanimous court returned the case to
a lower court, but said there appeared
to be little, if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took up the
Google case to decide whether the
companies’ legal shield for the social
media posts of others, contained in a
1996 law known as Section 230, is too
broad.

Instead, though, the court said it
was not necessary to reach that issue
because there is little tying Google to
responsibility for the Paris attack.

The outcome is, at least for now, a
victory for the tech industry, which
predicted havoc on the internet if Goo-
gle lost. But the high court remains
free to take up the issue in a later case.

“The Court will eventually have to
answer some important questions
that it avoided in today’s opinions.
Questions about the scope of plat-
forms’ immunity under Section 230
are consequential and will certainly
come up soon in other cases,” Anna
Diakun, staff� attorney at the Knight
First Amendment Institute at Colum-
bia University, said in an emailed
statement.

Google general counsel Halimah
DeLaine Prado said an email that the
company will “continue our work to
safeguard free expression online,
combat harmful content, and support
businesses and creators who benefi�t
from the internet.”

A lawyer for the family of Nohemi
Gonzalez, who was killed in Paris, ex-
pressed disappointment at the out-
come, but pledged to fi�ght on. “We law-
yers see this decision as just another
hurdle we need to navigate. It took
decades to topple Big Tobacco, we’ll
eventually rein in reckless and greed
driven Big Tech as well,” Nitsana 
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High court
rules in favor
of social media
companies
Mark Sherman
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SAN DIEGO – A 98% drop in Venezu-
elans arriving at the U.S. southern bor-
der has help lead to a steep decline in
migrants crossing illegally from Mexico
since pandemic-related asylum limits
expired last week, U.S. offi�cials said
Wednesday. 

The Border Patrol has stopped mi-
grants an average of 4,400 times a day
since Friday, when a public-health rule
known as Title 42 ended. The average
includes the less than 4,000 migrants
each of the last two days, said Blas Nu-
ñez-Neto, assistant homeland security
secretary for border and immigration
policy. That’s down from a daily average
of more than 10,000 in the four days
leading to the end of Title 42.

“We continue to see encouraging
signs that the measures we have put in
place are working,” Nuñez-Neto told re-
porters, adding on a cautious note, “It is

still too soon to draw any fi�rm conclu-
sions here about where these trends will
go in the coming days and weeks.”

The Biden administration has been
promoting a carrot-and-stick strategy
that couples new legal pathways to the
U.S. with consequences for those who
don’t use them.

In the days leading up to the end of
Title 42, the Border Patrol stopped
2,400 Venezuelans daily, followed by
1,900 Mexicans and 1,400 Colombians,
Nuñez-Neto said. After Title 42, Mexi-
cans replaced Venezuelans as the top
nationality at 1,000 a day, followed by
510 Colombians and 470 Guatemalans.
The number of Venezuelans plummeted

to 50.
There are “early promising signs”

that migration through Panama’s no-
toriously dangerous Darien Gap is fall-
ing, Nuñez-Neto said.

Migration from Venezuela also
plunged in October after Mexico began
taking back people from the South
American country who were expelled
from the U.S. under Title 42, which de-
nied asylum on grounds of preventing
the spread of COVID-19. But Venezue-
lans began arriving again in large
numbers just before Title 42 expired,
walking for days through Panama.

See TITLE 42, Page 2A

The new legal pathways include allowing up to 30,000 Venezuelans, Cubans, Haitians and Nicaraguans to enter the U.S.
monthly if they apply online with a fi�nancial sponsor and arrive by plane. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/ARIZONA REPUBLIC FILE

Drop in illegal entries 
to the US after Title 42
Fewer Venezuelan arrivals
causes numbers to fall
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Migration from Venezuela also plunged in October after

Mexico began taking back people from the South

American country who were expelled from the U.S. under

Title 42, which denied asylum on grounds of preventing

the spread of COVID-19. But Venezuelans began arriving

again in large numbers just before Title 42 expired,

walking for days through Panama.

JERUSALEM – Thousands of Jewish
nationalists, some of them chanting
“Death to Arabs” and other racist slo-
gans, paraded on Thursday through the
main Palestinian thoroughfare of Jeru-
salem’s Old City, in an annual display
that caused new friction between Jews

and Palestinians in the tense city. 
The marchers, who were overwhelm-

ingly male Orthodox teens and young
men, were celebrating Jerusalem Day,
which marks Israel’s capture of the Old
City 56 years ago. The Palestinians see
the event as a provocation. Two years
ago, the parade helped fuel an 11-day
war between Israel and Hamas mili-
tants in the Gaza Strip.

Throughout the afternoon, dozens of
groups hoisting blue and white Israeli 

Israelis taunt Palestinians 
Annual Jerusalem Day
event ramps up tensions
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Israelis wave
national flags
during a march
marking
Jerusalem Day,
just outside
Jerusalem’s Old
City on Thursday.
The holiday
celebrates the
capture of east
Jerusalem in the
1967 Mideast war.
MAYA ALLERUZZOO/AP


