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How much money will it take
to get enough unhoused resi-
dents into stable housing before
Californians start seeing a vis-
ible improvement in the state’s
intractable homeless crisis?

More than a dozen mayors
from California’s largest cities
came to Sacramento Wednes-
day with their answer. They
told Gov. Gavin Newsom it will
take $2 billion in annual, ongo-
ing funding to ease homeless-
ness on their streets.
The ask is $1 billion less than

the lobbying group League of

California Cities called for last
week. It is double the $1 billion
in one-time funding currently
proposed by the governor.
All of the numbers come as

the state faces a budget deficit
projected to top $31.5 billion in
the fiscal year that begins July
1.
The mayors acknowledged

the difficult fiscal position but
argued that California’s “big-
gest humanitarian crisis” de-
serves an immediate influx of
consistent funding.
“Homelessness is solvable

but we need the resources to
scale the projects and pro-

Calif. mayors want $2B a
year to solve homeless crisis
BY MAGGIE ANGST
mangst@sacbee.com

SEE MAYORS, 6A

Colleagues feared that even if
he recovered, he wouldn’t be
the same, according to a Biden
memoir and Delaware Today.
Press scrutiny was respectful

and scarce. But when the grega-
rious Biden returned to the
Senate, it was pretty much
business as usual.
The Washington Post

reported he came “buoyantly
back into his senatorial duties
yesterday, greeted at almost
every turn by reunions, tributes
and the other rites by which the
Senate tribe honors the return
of a fallen warrior.”
Fast forward to 2023.

WASHINGTON
For seven months in 1988,

Joe Biden was absent from the
Senate, recovering from oper-
ations to repair brain
aneurysms.
The first lasted eight hours.

Three months later, a second
aneurysm sent him back to
surgery.
The Delaware senator’s con-

valescence was so guarded that
he wouldn’t take phone calls
from President Ronald Reagan.

As Sen. Dianne Feinstein
tries to ease herself back into
the comfortable, collegial Sen-
ate, she’s finding an endlessly
curious press corps and public.
Can the California Democrat,

whose term ends in January
2025, continue to do her job in
a world where her every utter-
ance and appearance will be
played, replayed and scruti-
nized? How long will Califor-
nians tolerate an ailing, frail
senator they remember as the
dynamic, savvy San Francisco
mayor who became a Washing-
ton power broker for a gener-
ation?

“The roll calls and being
present for committee votes are
probably the biggest thing right
now, and she is doing that.
There are other representation-
al activities that she is not do-
ing that could mean it is a bit
harder to represent the needs of
all Californians,” said Christian
Grose, academic director of the
University of Southern Cali-
fornia Schwarzenegger In-
stitute.
Her May 10 return to the

Senate, after an three month
absence due to shingles, il-
lustrated the huge challenge
ahead.
When Feinstein’s car pulled

up to the Senate entrance that
afternoon, Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer greeted her
and an aide pushed her into the
building in a wheelchair. The

KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times via TNS

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., attends a Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing at the Hart Senate Office Building on May 11 in Washington,
D.C. It was Feinstein’s first hearing after fighting illness and being absent from the Senate for almost three months.

Feinstein’s return to Capitol
has been closely watched
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com

SEE FEINSTEIN, 5A

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day dismissed a major challenge
to the internet’s legal shield
known as Section 230, which
has long protected social media
websites from being sued for
what users post there.
In a short unsigned opinion,

the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous
issue because the plaintiffs who
sued had no valid claims that
Twitter or Google had aided
terrorists, an allegation that was
at the heart of their lawsuit.
The outcome came as relief

for the social media sites in-
cluding Facebook and YouTube
that have grown and prospered
thanks to the protections set by
Congress at the dawn of the
internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said
NetChoice Litigation Center

High court
dismisses
challenge to
internet’s
legal shield
BY DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times

SEE HIGH COURT, 4A

It is still too cold to swim in
Northern California rivers, offi-
cials warned Thursday.
Temperatures are in the 90s

in Sacramento — but don’t give
into the temptation to take a dip
in local waterways. The record
Sierra snowpack is melting,
causing fast and cold currents
longer than even regulars are
used to.
“The American River is flow-

ing very fast this weekend, and
we want residents to be aware
of just how dangerous it can
be,” said Liz Bellas, director of
regional parks, in a Sacramento
County news release Thursday.
“The flows are so swift that

the rafting companies along the
river aren’t renting out equip-
ment this weekend – it’s just too
dangerous.”

Officials warn
capital rivers
remain too
dangerous
for swimming

BY JACQUELINE PINEDO AND
MICHAEL MCGOUGH
jpinedo@sacbee.com
mmcgough@sacbee.com

SEE RIVERS, 3A


