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The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a major
challenge to the legal shield
known as Section 230 that has
protected websites from being
sued for what users post there.

In a short unsigned opinion,
the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous
issue because the plaintiffs
who sued had no valid claims
that Twitter or Google had
aided terrorists, which was the
foundation of the lawsuit.
The outcome is likely to

yield a sigh of relief from the

websites that have grown and
prospered thanks to protec-
tions set by Congress at the
dawn of the internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said
NetChoice Litigation Center
Director Chris Marchese. “The
court was asked to undermine
Section 230 – and declined.”

Earlier this year, the court
heard its first major challenge
to so-called Section 230, rais-
ing the possibility that social
media sites and internet giants
like Facebook, Google or Twit-
ter could be subject to lawsuits
for damage inflicted by what
their users posted there.
But the justices concluded

that the legal challenge rested
on questionable lawsuits. They
rejected an anti-terrorism
claim filed against Twitter, and
then dismissed the challenge
to Section 230.
“We therefore decline to

address the application of Sec.
230 to a complaint that ap-
pears to state little, if any,
plausible claim for relief,” the
court said in Gonzalez vs. Goo-
gle.

High court dismisses
major challenge to
internet’s legal shield
BY DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times

the Vietnam Veterans War
Memorial may have been the
most moving.

The veterans of the 25th
Central Valley Honor Flight
arrived at Fresno Yosemite
International Airport right on
time Wednesday evening with
a water cannon salute and a
welcoming party estimated to
be as large as 2,000 waiting to
give them a hero’s salute.
Sixty-three veterans from the

Vietnam War era made the trip
to visit memorials and monu-
ments as well as the capitol in
Washington, D.C., over three
days, 10 years after the first
Central Valley Honor Flight
headed east.
Central Valley Honor Flight

founder Paul Loeffler, who was
on-hand as the homecoming
emcee, said he believed this
flight had more Purple Heart
recipients than any other flight.
Loeffler said that of the me-

morials the veterans visited,

“Many of them have friends
whose names are on that Viet-
nam Veterans War Memorial

Wall — some of them have
family members that are on the
wall,” he said.
Veteran Patrick Galle of

Clovis, whose daughter Andrea
Crow pushed his wheelchair
through the giant crowd, said
he couldn’t believe the number
of people who cheered on the
veterans at the airport.
“When I came home from

Vietnam, I mean there wasn’t
anyone waiting for me,” Galle
said. “It restores my faith in
humanity.”
Loeffler estimated the wel-

come party crowd as between
1,500 and 2,000 and possibly
the largest ever.
He said the flight helps Val-

ley veterans heal and talk
about their experiences in war.
“This welcome home tonight
helps them understand that our
community gets it, we know
that freedom isn’t free, and
those veterans deserve our
gratitude,” Loeffler said.
Central Valley Honor Flight

is a nonprofit organization that
funds the flights at no cost to
the veterans thanks to dona-
tions from the community and
businesses.
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Veteran Lance Mackay of Madera shakes hands with well-wishers after arriving back at Fresno Yosemite International Airport on
Wednesday along with 62 other veterans from the Central Valley Honor Flight.

Fresno crowd welcomes
vets after Honor Flight
BY CRAIG KOHLRUSS
ckohlruss@fresnobee.com
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Hundreds wave and cheer as veterans from the Central Valley Honor
Flight arrive back at Fresno Yosemite International Airport on
Wednesday after touring U.S. Capital monuments and memorials.

Over half the world’s lakes
are drying up, scientists have
found, and it’s mostly our fault.
According to a new paper

published on Thursday in the
journal Science, 53 percent of
lakes worldwide have shrunk
between 1992 and 2020.
This level of water loss is

equivalent to 17 Lake Meads,
the authors say, which is the
largest reservoir by volume in
the U.S.
“We would say this is a global

pattern of drying,” lead author
Fangfang Yao, a CIRES (Coop-
erative Institute for Research in
Environmental Sciences) vis-
iting fellow at the University of
Colorado Boulder, and climate
fellow at the University of Vir-
ginia, told Newsweek. “The
drying is evident in both arid
and humid regions, such as
western Central Asia, the Mid-
dle East, western India, eastern
China, northern and eastern
Europe, Oceania, the contermi-
nous United States, northern
Canada, southern Africa, and
most of South America.”
To get to this conclusion, Yao

and his fellow authors analyzed
250,000 lake-area snapshots of
1,972 of Earth’s biggest lakes-
comprising 95 percent of lake
water on the planet-captured by
satellites over the past three
decades. They also used long-
term water level records to re-
duce uncertainty in their data.
“We combined water areas

mapped from satellite imagery
and water levels estimated from
satellite altimeters to construct
near-monthly lake volume time
series from 1992 to 2020. Based
on the time series data, we esti-
mated the trends for Earth’s
large water bodies. We de-sea-
sonalized the time series data
and thus the seasonal fluctu-
ations were removed before
calculating the trends,” Yao
said.
Their findings can be seen in

an interactive map.
Many lakes across the U.S.

have also suffered from water
losses in recent years, as a result
of the ongoing megadrought
plaguing the region. Lake Mead
reached record lows in the sum-
mer of 2022, potentially head-
ing towards dead pool levels
later this year, and the Great
Salt Lake also hit a record-low
water level a few months ago,
having lost 73 percent of its
water.
Unfortunately, as with so

many rapid changes to the cli-
mate in recent years, these
worldwide lake water losses are
driven by human action.
“More than half of the net

water loss in natural lakes is
attributable to direct human
impacts (i.e. human consump-
tion) and indirect human im-
pacts (e.g. climate warming),”
Yao said. “We are not confident
to project the trends into the
future, which requires addition-
al efforts. For about 100 drying
(large) lakes that were largely
driven by warming, it is likely
that the drying trends will be
continued under a warmer cli-
mate.”
This huge drop in lake water

across the world in only 30

Majority of
world’s lakes
are shrinking,
study finds
BY JESS THOMSON
Newsweek World

SEE LAKES, 3A


