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WASHINGTON
For seven months in 1988,

Joe Biden was absent from the
Senate, recovering from oper-
ations to repair brain

aneurysms.
The first lasted eight hours.

Three months later, a second
aneurysm sent him back to
surgery.
The Delaware senator’s con-

valescence was so guarded that
he wouldn’t take phone calls
from President Ronald Reagan.

Colleagues feared that even if
he recovered, he wouldn’t be
the same, according to a Biden
memoir and Delaware Today.
Press scrutiny was respectful

and scarce. But when the gre-
garious Biden returned to the
Senate, it was pretty much
business as usual.

The Washington Post
reported he came “buoyantly
back into his senatorial duties
yesterday, greeted at almost
every turn by reunions, tributes
and the other rites by which the
Senate tribe honors the return
of a fallen warrior.”
Fast forward to 2023.
As Sen. Dianne Feinstein

tries to ease herself back into
the comfortable, collegial Sen-
ate, she’s finding an endlessly
curious press corps and public.
Can the California Democrat,

whose term ends in January
2025, continue to do her job in
a world where her every utter-
ance and appearance will be
played, replayed and scruti-
nized? How long will Cali-

KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times via TNS

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., is escorted by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., into the Senate side of the the U.S. Capitol
on May 10 in Washington, D.C. Feinstein’s return to Congress bookends a more than two-month absence from the nation’s Capitol due
to illness.

Sen. Feinstein’s
return to Capitol has
been closely watched
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com

SEE FEINSTEIN, 4A

Perhaps more than any other
expression of our changing
climate, Californians are ac-
quainted with wildfire. That’s
whether they have lost a home,
evacuated one, witnessed the
apocalyptic day in 2020 when
the sun never came out, or
simply had to cancel plans.
Who is to blame? Worsening

wildfires in the Western U.S.
have been definitively linked to
climate change for years, and
now scientists are drawing a
measurable connection between
acres burned and carbon emis-
sions released by the world’s
largest fossil fuel companies.
A new study released Tuesday

by the Union of Concerned
Scientists, a national science
advocacy organization, linked
emissions from the world’s
major fossil fuel producers to
37% of acres burned by wildfire
in the North American west
between 1986 and 2021.

Those emissions, researchers
say, are also responsible for near-
ly half the atmospheric conditions
drying out California forests.
They hope these findings trans-
late into corporate accountability
for damages wrought by past and
future disasters.
“This is the first study that we

know of in the world that attri-
butes wildfire impacts from
climate change to specific fossil
fuel producers and cement man-
ufacturers,” said Kristina Dahl,
Union of Concerned Scientists
researcher and the study’s lead-
ing author.
“I hope that this helps to shift

the narrative for the general
public and for our policymakers
in California toward one in
which we broaden out our view
of corporate responsibility for
wildfires.”
Between 2017 and 2021, Cali-

fornians experienced more than
45,000 wildfires that burned a
total of more than 9.5 million
acres — including the state’s eight

Study: Fossil fuel
companies culpable
in Calif. wildfires
BY ARI PLACHTA
aplachta@sacbee.com

SEE STUDY, 6A

Well, at least we beat Fresno
and Stockton.
Modesto, which over the

years has been no stranger to
the wrong end of national
“Best of” lists, has earned a
spot on the U.S. News & World

Report’s rankings of Best
Places to Live in the U.S. in
2023-24. The national news
magazine placed the Stanislaus
County seat near the bottom, at
No. 145 out of the 150 largest
metro areas across the country.
The puts Modesto just above

its two closest metro neighbors
to the south (Fresno, which
ranked No. 146) and north

(Stockton, which ranked No.
148). In total, 14 California
cities made the rankings this
year, with only San Jose (No.
13) and San Francisco (No. 45)
cracking the Top 50.
U.S. News ranked the most

populous metro areas national-
ly using data from the U.S.
Census Bureau, FBI and U.S.
Department of Labor, among
other sources.
Cities were ranked based on

four main metrics: quality of
life (using crime rates, educa-
tion rankings, commuting data,
air quality and more), value
(using housing affordability),
desirability (using popularity
surveys, weather patterns,
migration trends and other
data) and the job market
(based on unemployment rates
and average salary).
Modesto earned a 5.4 rating

out of a possible 10 based those
metrics from the magazine. But
while cities like San Jose, San
Francisco and Sacramento all
dropped in the rankings from
last year, Modesto actually
eked up one spot from No. 146
in 2022.
The same rankings also

broke down the data in other
ways, creating separate rank-
ings for Best Places to Retire
(Modesto was No. 140 out of
150) and Best Places to Live in

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

The Modesto arch is pictured from I Street on a rainy day in 2021
downtown Modesto.

Modesto ranks
low on list of best
places to live index
BYMARIJKE ROWLAND
mrowland@modbee.com

SEE INDEX, 4A

Stanislaus County and the
state’s top health agency have
an agreement outlining strate-
gies for preventing HIV in the
community.
County supervisors approved

the $114,000 grant agreement
with the California Department
of Public Health under a con-
sent item Tuesday.
The county Health Services

Agency will keep working with
medical providers and commu-
nity groups to provide access to
effective interventions like pre-
exposure prophylaxis medica-
tion and HIV treatment.
Another strategy is distribu-

tion of HIV self-testing kits,
which serve to increase aware-
ness of HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases, a county
staff report says. HIV is the virus
that leads to acquired immuno-
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) if
not treated.
The state health department

requires that the grant funds are
spent on evidence-based pre-
vention activities. The state
expects counties to strengthen
disease investigation, provide
service navigation and expand
access to syringe services for
drug users.
The state’s grant allocations

in October included $211,000
for San Joaquin County.
As of 2021, Stanislaus County

had 880 people living with a
diagnosed HIV infection, a case
rate of 160 per 100,000 resi-
dents.
The county had 52 new cases

in 2017, 60 in 2018, 40 in 2019,
28 in 2020 and 46 in 2021. Case
numbers were not available for

HIV test kits,
clean needles
wanted in
Stanislaus
County

BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

SEE HIV PREVENTION, 6A


