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TheUniversity of Califor-
nia regents, saying they sup-
port an equitable education
for all, unanimously agreed
Thursday to find a pathway
to enact a bold policy to hire
studentswho lack legal stat-
us andworkpermits.

The groundbreaking
move would reshape the
lives of thousands of young

people who were brought to
the country without papers
as children and have lived
precariously without legal
access to jobs, researchposi-
tions and career opportuni-
ties. California is home to
about 1 in 5 of the nation’s
college students without le-
gal authorization.

Thepublicuniversitysys-
tem has been under pres-
sure to challenge a 1986 fed-
eral law barring the hiring of

immigrants without legal
status by asserting that it
does not apply to states. A
novel theory developed by
UCLA law scholars argues
that the federal lawdoes not
specifically include states—
or UC, as a state entity — in
its language establishing
employer sanctions and
therefore does not apply to
them.

The regents voted to
form a working group to ex-

amine that legal issue, along
with practical consider-
ationsabouthowtorollouta
policy that is already ignit-
ing controversy. But they
madeclear theyare commit-
ted to their immigrant stu-
dents and said the working
group would complete its
proposedplanbyNovember.

“Absolutely, it is our in-
tention to find away to allow
employment opportunities

UC STUDENTS and supporters rallyWednesday at UCLA, where the UC Board of Regents met. The board
voted to form a working group to examine the legalities of employing students without documentation.

Jay L. Clendenin Los Angeles Times

UC aims to hire students
regardless of legal status
Regents to study how to do so and avert court challenges

By Teresa Watanabe

[See Students,A7]

Last week, Walt Disney
Co.ChiefExecutiveBob Iger
issued a not-very-subtle
challenge to the state of
Florida and its Republican
Gov. RonDeSantis, who has
been openly attacking the
company as a “woke corpo-
ration” as he prepares for an
expectedpresidential run.

Disney, already Florida’s
largest private employer,
has designs to significantly
increase its presence and
spending in the Sunshine
State, where it has operated
itsmassive tourism destina-
tion for more than 50 years.
That means jobs and taxes.
Disney contributed more
than $1 billion to state and
local coffers last year.

“Does the state want us
to investmore, employmore
people and pay more taxes,
or not?” Iger asked
rhetorically on a call with
Wall Street analysts.

On Thursday, Disney
gave Florida andDeSantis a
more concrete idea of what
Igermeant.

The company told staff it
has canceled its plans for a
new $1-billion campus in
central Florida, citing “new
leadership and changing
business conditions” and
forsaking the prospect of
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in taxbenefits.

The Burbank entertain-
ment giant had planned to
relocate 2,000 jobs—mostly
from California — to a
sprawling office complex
near Orlando International
Airport, which serves as a
tourist portal toWaltDisney
World. Executives explained
the move by touting Flori-
da’s business-friendly poli-
cies.

But on Thursday, Disney
essentially toldFlorida, “Not
worth it.”

Whatever advantages
Disney — which is in the
middle of a wide-ranging
cost-savings effort that has
included thousands of
layoffs—hoped to gain from
moving employees out of
California, they were out-
weighed by an increasingly
hostile environment in the
state.

Josh D’Amaro, chairman
of Disney’s parks, experi-
encesandproductsdivision,
explained the about-face in
amemo.

“Given the considerable
changes that have occurred
since the announcement of
this project, including new
leadership and changing
business conditions, we
have decided not to move
forwardwithconstructionof
the campus,” D’Amaro said,

Disney
backs off
moving
jobs to
Florida
The company cancels
plans for $1-billion
campus amid clash
with Gov. DeSantis.

By Ryan Faughnder

[SeeDisney,A9]

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day dismissed amajor chal-
lenge to the internet legal
shield known as Section 230,
whichhas longprotected so-
cialmedia websites frombe-
ing sued for what users post
there.

In a short unsigned opin-
ion, the court said it would
not rule on the potentially
momentous issue because
the plaintiffs had no valid
claims that Twitter or
Google had aided terrorists,
an allegation thatwas at the
heart of their lawsuit.

The outcome came as re-
lief for social media sites
such as Facebook and
YouTube that have grown
and prospered due in large
part to the protections set
by Congress at the dawn of
the internet.

“This isahugewinfor free
speech on the internet,” said
Chris Marchese, Litigation
Center director for the tech
lobbying group NetChoice.
“The court was asked to
undermine Section 230 —
anddeclined.”

But the justices left open
the question that first drew
their attention, so it could
arise in a future case.

Section 230 has been
dubbed “the 26 words that
created the internet” be-
cause it said that “interac-
tive computer service” can
be a platform for free speech
and shall not be “treated as
the publisher or speaker of
any information” posted
there.

So while publishers and
broadcasterscanbesued for
content they print or put on
the air, interactive websites
cannot.

In recent years, critics
have complained that social
media companies were
pushing the limits of those
protections with computer
algorithms that steer users
toward content that might
be of interest to them, based
on their past activity. At
times, those algorithms di-
rect users to content that
couldbedeemeddangerous,
violent or offensive.

Critics of Section 230 ar-
gued that even if companies
are not held liable for what
their users post, their algo-
rithms’ suggestions to guide
users to similar content are
essentially the companies’
speech and should not be
protected.

The Supreme Court had
never ruled on Section 230,
but last year it sent a shud-
der through much of the

Justices
dismiss
social
media
lawsuits
Supreme Court leaves
in place Section 230’s
shield from liability
for site users’ actions.

By David G. Savage

[See Section 230,A6]

WASHINGTON — It’s police
week here at the nation’s Capitol,
and, with law enforcement officers
flowing through the halls, the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee took up
several bills meant to support law
enforcement.

Amid debate about legislation
Thursday to recruit officers who
agreetoserve intheirhomecommu-
nities, California’s senior senator
spokeup.

“I just wanted to say one thing,
and that’s about cops on the beat,”
Sen. Dianne Feinstein said— in her
first extended public remarks since
she returned to Washington, D.C.,
after severalmonthsathome inSan
Franciscowith shingles.

Feinstein continues to vote as
details of recent illness emerge
Senator had encephalitis as complication of shingles

SEN. DIANNE FEINSTEIN (D-Calif.), pictured onWednesday,
appeared more spry Thursday, walking into a Senate hearing.

Kent Nishimura Los Angeles Times

By Benjamin Oreskes
and Salvador Hernandez

[See Feinstein,A6]

LGBTQ+ Pride Night at
Dodger Stadium has been a
rainbow-colored expression
of inclusion popular with
many fans. At the moment,
that won’t include one
particular group at the
Dodgers’ 10th annual Pride
Night on June 16 for a game
against the San Francisco
Giants.

The Dodgers announced
that the Sisters of Perpetual
Indulgence, a charity, pro-
test and street performance
organization that uses hu-
mor, drag and religious im-
agery tocall attentiontosex-
ual intolerance, no longer
will be honored with the
team’s Community Hero
Award inapregameceremo-
ny because of pressure from

Dodgers facing backlash over
group’s Pride Night removal
By Steve Henson

[See Sisters,A6]
A MEMBER of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence
marches inWest Hollywood on Easter Sunday.
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Inside theDowney stereo
shop, police found two dead
men and a live one with an
explanation.

Jorge Valencia said three
menhad come to his shop to
rob him. He drew first and
shot two of them dead. The
thirdman, who took a bullet
in the chest, ranoff.

But his story soon began
to unravel. Valencia, it
emerged, was being investi-
gated by the Drug Enforce-
mentAdministration,which

had tapped his phone and
monitored his shop with a
hidden camera.

The DEA’s evidence con-
tradicted key parts of Valen-
cia’s account. Yet the Down-
ey detective investigating
the homicides remained
convinced Valencia had
acted in self-defense. So he
arrested the third man
who’d entered Valencia’s
shop — in his hospital bed
where he was recovering
fromsurgery.

Under a legal theory that
holds people liable for mur-
der if they set out to commit
a violent act that results in
death, FernandoGarciawas
chargedwith themurders of
his two friends.

The case went to trial.
When evidence from the

‘He decided to be judge,
jury and executioner’: An
investigation’s unraveling

[See Investigation,A12]

A shop owner said he
killed two robbers.
A cop believed him.
Then it all fell apart.

By Matthew Ormseth

Lakers fall into
2-0 series hole
L.A. fades in the fourth
quarter as Jamal Mur-
ray scores 37 points to
lead Denver to a 108-
103 victory. SPORTS, D1

Deputies told
to reveal tattoos
L.A. County sheriff
commands his staff to
comply with the in-
spector general’s re-
quest. CALIFORNIA, B1

Nearly 300 bills
die at Capitol
Measures to benefit
low-income kids and
renters fail as Demo-
crats cull “suspense
file.” CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Low clouds clearing.
L.A. Basin: 75/58.B6


