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Fresno Mayor Jerry Dyer is
proposing a city budget amount-
ing to $1.85 billion for the 2023-
24 fiscal year that begins July 1,
about $40 million more than the
current year.

The 480-page document was
released Thursday morning, just
prior to the City Council meet-
ing at City Hall.
The spending plan includes

more than $480.5 million for city
departments under the general
fund – the pot of money from
which most of the city’s day-to-
day bills are paid. That represents

a drop of almost $83 million, or
about 14.7%, from this year.
Despite the decline in general

fund spending, Dyer declared
that his proposed budget “sup-
ports the foundation we serve on
in Fresno, the One Fresno vision
... and supports the ‘We work forCRAIG KOHLRUSS ckohlruss@fresnobee.com

Mayor Jerry Dyer presents his fiscal year 2024 mayor’s budget during
a news conference at Fresno City Hall on Thursday.

Pothole teams, trash
rate increase in
proposed city budget
BY TIM SHEEHAN
tsheehan@fresnobee.com

SEE BUDGET, 4A

Sixty-three veterans from the
VietnamWar era made the trip
to visit memorials and monu-
ments as well as the capitol in
Washington, D.C., over three
days, 10 years after the first
Central Valley Honor Flight
headed east.
Central Valley Honor Flight

founder Paul Loeffler, who was
on-hand as the homecoming
emcee, said he believed this
flight had more Purple Heart

The veterans of the 25th
Central Valley Honor Flight
arrived at Fresno Yosemite
International Airport right on
time Wednesday evening with
a water cannon salute and a
welcoming party estimated to
be as large as 2,000 waiting to
give them a hero’s salute.

recipients than any other flight.
Loeffler said that of the me-

morials the veterans visited, the
Vietnam Veterans War Memorial
may have been the most moving.
“Many of them have friends

whose names are on that Viet-
nam Veterans War Memorial
Wall — some of them have
family members that are on the
wall,” he said.
Veteran Patrick Galle of

Clovis, whose daughter Andrea

Crow pushed his wheelchair
through the giant crowd, said
he couldn’t believe the number
of people who cheered on the
veterans at the airport.
“When I came home from

Vietnam, I mean there wasn’t
anyone waiting for me,” Galle
said. “It restores my faith in
humanity.”
Loeffler estimated the wel-
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Vietnam War veteran Patrick Galle, center, of Clovis, shakes hands with welcomers as his daughter Andrea Crow wheels him past hundreds
more during the Central Valley Honor Flight homecoming at Fresno Yosemite International Airport on Wednesday.

Veterans welcomed home after
25th Central Valley Honor Flight
BY CRAIG KOHLRUSS
ckohlruss@fresnobee.com
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WASHINGTON
For seven months in 1988, Joe

Biden was absent from the Sen-
ate, recovering from operations
to repair brain aneurysms.

The first lasted eight hours.
Three months later, a second
aneurysm sent him back to
surgery.
The Delaware senator’s con-

valescence was so guarded that
he wouldn’t take phone calls
from President Ronald Reagan.
Colleagues feared that even if

he recovered, he wouldn’t be
the same, according to a Biden
memoir and Delaware Today.
Press scrutiny was respectful

and scarce. But when the grega-
rious Biden returned to the
Senate, it was pretty much busi-
ness as usual.
The Washington Post

reported he came “buoyantly
back into his senatorial duties
yesterday, greeted at almost
every turn by reunions, tributes
and the other rites by which the
Senate tribe honors the return of
a fallen warrior.”
Fast forward to 2023.
As Sen. Dianne Feinstein tries

to ease herself back into the
comfortable, collegial Senate,
she’s finding an endlessly curi-
ous press corps and public.
Can the California Democrat,

whose term ends in January
2025, continue to do her job in a

world where her every utterance
and appearance will be played,
replayed and scrutinized? How
long will Californians tolerate
an ailing, frail senator they re-
member as the dynamic, savvy
San Francisco mayor who be-
came a Washington power brok-
er for a generation?
“The roll calls and being pre-

sent for committee votes are
probably the biggest thing right
now, and she is doing that.
There are other representational

Feinstein’s return to Capitol
has been closely watched
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com
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The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day dismissed a major challenge
to the legal shield known as
Section 230 that has protected
websites from being sued for
what users post there.
In a short unsigned opinion,

the court said it would not rule
on the potentially momentous
issue because the plaintiffs who
sued had no valid claims that
Twitter or Google had aided
terrorists, which was the founda-
tion of the lawsuit.
The outcome is likely to yield a

sigh of relief from the websites
that have grown and prospered
thanks to protections set by Con-
gress at the dawn of the internet.
“This is a huge win for free

speech on the internet,” said
NetChoice Litigation Center
Director Chris Marchese. “The
court was asked to undermine
Section 230 – and declined.”
Earlier this year, the court

heard its first major challenge to
so-called Section 230, raising the
possibility that social media sites
and internet giants like Face-
book, Google or Twitter could be
subject to lawsuits for damage
inflicted by what their users
posted there.
But the justices concluded that

the legal challenge rested on
questionable lawsuits. They
rejected an anti-terrorism claim
filed against Twitter, and then
dismissed the challenge to Sec-
tion 230.
“We therefore decline to ad-

dress the application of Sec. 230
to a complaint that appears to
state little, if any, plausible claim
for relief,” the court said in Gon-
zalez vs. Google.

High court
dismisses
challenge to
internet’s
legal shield
BY DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times


