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By Harriet Blair Rowan, 
Gabriel Greschler  
and Julia Prodis Sulek
Staff writers

When San Jose surpassed 
Detroit as the 10th largest 
American city in 2005, the 
Mercury News proclaimed 
the achievement in an all-
caps headline: San Jose was 
“IN THE BIG TIME.”

In 2009, when the city’s 
population topped 1 million, 
then-Mayor Chuck Reed 
said, “Size does matter.”

So this week, when the 
“Capital of Silicon Valley” 
tumbled to 12th most popu-
lous, behind Austin, Texas, 
and Jacksonville, Florida, 
and updated census esti-
mates put San Jose’s popu-
lation firmly in the six dig-
its, there was no downplay-
ing the news:

“I think this is a wake-
up call,” Mayor Matt Ma-
han said Thursday. “People 
are frustrated with a host of 
challenges that we’ve strug-
gled to get a handle on.”

San Jose has shed about 
50,000 residents since July 
2019, leaving it with 971,233 
people as of July 1, 2022, ac-

cording to the new census 
figures. Austin — a growing 
tech hub — has about 3,000 
more residents. Jacksonville 
eked past San Jose by a mere 
86 people.

San Jose’s population 
drop is in line with a larger 
trend across California cities 
that experts blame on hous-
ing costs and work-from-
home shifts brought on by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It could actually be deeper 
than the recent census es-
timates show, according to 
data released by the state’s 
Finance Department ear-
lier this month that put the 
city’s population at roughly 
959,000 as of January.

“If you were able to keep 
your job in Silicon Valley, 
which often has relatively 

high wages compared to 
other places and live in a 
much less expensive place 
and perhaps buy a house, 
then you end up, of course, 
with some population de-
clines,” said Hans John-
son, senior fellow and de-

971,233 PEOPLE
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Pedestrians walk in downtown San Jose on Thursday, the day the U.S. Census Bureau released data showing the city 
slipped from the nation’s 10th most populous to No. 12. The city has lost about 50,000 residents since July 2019.

S.J. no longer in Top 10  
of most populous cities
Now with less than 1 million residents, city falls to 12th, according to census data
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The downtown skyline of Austin, Texas, on April 11. New 
census data show that the Texas capital city has taken over 
the 10th spot in the nation in population. It has about 3,000 
more residents than San Jose, the previous No. 10.
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By Annie Karni and Carl Hulse
The New York Times

WASHINGTON » When she arrived at the Capitol 
last week after a more than two-month absence 
recovering from shingles, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
D-Calif., 89, appeared shockingly diminished.

Using a wheelchair, with the left side of her 
face frozen and one eye nearly shut, she seemed 
disoriented as an aide steered her through the 
marble corridors of the Senate, 
complaining audibly that some-
thing was stuck in her eye.

Feinstein’s frail appearance 
was a result of several complica-
tions after she was hospitalized 
for shingles in February, some of 
which she has not publicly dis-
closed. The shingles spread to her 
face and neck, causing vision and 
balance impairments and facial 
paralysis known as Ramsay Hunt syndrome. The 
virus also brought on a previously unreported 
case of encephalitis, a rare but potentially de-
bilitating complication of shingles, according to 
two people familiar with the senator’s diagno-
sis who spoke on the condition of anonymity to 
describe it.

Characterized by swelling of the brain, post-
shingles encephalitis can leave patients with last-
ing memory or language problems, sleep disor-
ders, bouts of confusion, mood disorders, head-
aches and difficulties walking. Older patients 
tend to have the most trouble recovering. And 
even before this latest illness, Feinstein already 
had suffered substantial memory issues that had 
raised questions about her mental capacity.

The grim tableau of her reemergence on Cap-

‘I CONTINUE TO WORK’

Feinstein 
had more 
health 
issues
Senator’s case of shingles spread 
to face paralysis, led to vision and 
balance problems, encephalitis

By Gabriel Greschler
ggreschler@bayareanewsgroup.com

Some of the Bay Area’s largest cities are facing 
truly eye-popping budget deficits.

San Francisco is projecting a $290 million 
shortfall. Oakland, short by $177 million, isn’t far-
ing much better. But to the south, the outlook is 
a bit sunnier. San Jose is reporting a $35.3 mil-
lion surplus.

Why such a divergence?
Economists and budget officials attribute the 

disparity to San Francisco and Oakland’s heavy 
reliance on tax revenues that are still recover-
ing sluggishly from the pandemic’s economic gut 
punch. The cities blame the down year on a mix-
ture of poorly performing key revenue streams 
and the drying up of federal pandemic-related 
funding.

San Jose, on the other hand, has come away 
generally unscathed by leaning on a tax base 
that’s largely weathered negative financial forces. 
The surplus in the upcoming fiscal year budget 
remains small when compared to its $5.2 billion 
total budget — less than 1%.

“We’re in a positive position,” city budget Di-
rector Jim Shannon said. “It’s not like we’ve got 
money to burn, by any means.”

Key to the large discrepancy between the cit-
ies is the real estate transfer tax, levied when a 
property changes hands.

VARYING TAX REVENUES

San Jose will have 
slight budget surplus; 
Oakland, S.F. a deficit

By Mark Sherman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON » The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day sided with Google, Twitter and Facebook in 
lawsuits seeking to hold them liable for terrorist 
attacks. But the justices sidestepped the big is-
sue hovering over the cases, the federal law that 
shields social media companies from being sued 
over content posted by others.

The justices unanimously rejected a lawsuit 
alleging that the companies allowed their plat-
forms to be used to aid and abet an attack at a 
Turkish nightclub that killed 39 people in 2017.

In the case of an American college student who 
was killed in an Islamic State terrorist attack in 
Paris in 2015, a unanimous court returned the 
case to a lower court, but said there appeared to 
be little, if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took up the Google 
case to decide whether the companies’ legal 
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Supreme Court avoids ruling on law shielding tech
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Beatriz Gonzalez, the mother of 23-year-old Nohemi Gonzalez, a Long 
Beach student killed in 2015 Paris terrorist attacks, and stepfather 
Jose Hernandez speak outside the Supreme Court on Feb. 21. BUDGETS » PAGE 5LAWSUIT » PAGE 5
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TOP 15 CITIES, 2022
San Jose has dropped out of 
the top 10 most populous cities 
in the country, according to the 
newest data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau.
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New York, NY
Los Angeles
Chicago, IL
Houston, TX
Phoenix, AZ
Philadelphia, PA
San Antonio, TX
San Diego
Dallas, TX
Austin, TX
Jacksonville, FL
San Jose
Fort Worth, TX
Columbus, OH
Charlotte,NC

8,335,897
3,822,238
2,665,039
2,302,878
1,644,409
1,567,258
1,472,909
1,381,162

1,299,544
974,447
971,319

971,233
956,709
907,971
897,720
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