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Tom and Ann Tennyson bought a vacation home in
Rancho Mirage in 1999 and moved into it full-time in
2015 when Tom retired. 

Those are the fi�rst two parts of a remarkable series
of events that now has the Tennysons able to sit rink-
side to watch their son, Matt, play professional hockey
in their hometown. 

How could they have dreamed that in the seven
years since they moved to the desert, an NHL fran-
chise would be awarded to Seattle, the owners would
get the crazy idea to put the associated minor league
team in the Coachella Valley, a full arena would be built
from scratch to house an American League Hockey
team, and that their hockey-playing son Matt — of all
the 32 AHL teams — would wind up on the one playing
fi�ve minutes from their desert home?

REUNITED

Tom and Ann Tennyson are the parents of Coachella Valley Firebirds player Matt Tennyson. They live in
Rancho Mirage and are able to see their son play often at Acrisure Arena in Palm Desert.
JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

Tennysons living the dream watching son Matt play for Firebirds

Shad Powers
Palm Springs Desert Sun
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See TENNYSONS, Page 2A

Coachella Valley defenseman Matt Tennyson takes
a shot during the fi�rst period of game four of the
Pacifi�c Division fi�nals at Acrisure Arena in Palm
Desert on Wednesday. ANDY ABEYTA/THE DESERT SUN

Desert Hot Springs leaders voted Tuesday widen
the area downtown where some kinds of businesses
are banned, including warehouses, marijuana manu-
facturers and funeral parlors. 

The temporary ban is meant to help revive the area
by only allowing businesses that contribute to a more
lively downtown. In January, the city council ap-
proved an urgency interim ordinance to temporarily
prohibit about 80 kinds of new businesses in the area
for 45 days, and in February it extended the ban for
up to two years.

But the previous moratorium only applied to the
region bordered by 1st Street to the north, Buena Vis-
ta Avenue to the south, and from Cactus Drive on the
west to Mesquite Avenue on the east. 

In a 4-1 vote on Tuesday, the council approved an
urgency ordinance to extend the ban about half a
mile farther west, to Cholla Drive, in the blocks be-
tween 1st Street and and Acoma Avenue.

“The moratorium that we previously brought for-
ward did not encompass the entire downtown area …
we had missed an entire section in that previous or-
dinance, and so this is essentially piggybacking on
the previous moratorium,” said Interim City Manager
Doria Wilms.

Councilmember Russell Betts was the dissenting
vote, saying, “I mean, you’re excluding grocery
stores, a nursery and garden center. These are all
things that I think are active, viable businesses in a
downtown setting.”

There are currently no businesses that would be
impacted by this change, according to Travis Clark,
the city’s community development director.

How long will the moratorium be in place?

The urgency interim ordinance went into eff�ect
immediately for 45 days, after which the council can
vote to extend it for up to two years. It seems likely
the council will do this since it already extended the
previous moratorium. 

What kind of businesses does this apply to?

The moratorium applies to issuing licenses, per-
mits or entitlements for around 80 types of business-
es. This includes warehouses, marijuana manufac-
turing, grocery stores, nurseries and garden centers,
urgent care centers and funeral parlors.

Desert Hot
Springs expands
area of ban on
some businesses
Ani Gasparyan
Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BAN, Page 9A

Would you have guessed that nearly twice as many
students at College of the Desert choose to study
health science as any other major?

New enrollment data to be presented to the COD
Board of Trustees Friday shows that health science is
far and away the most popular declared major on cam-
pus. And it has been every year since 2018.

Given that trend, it’s somewhat surprising that
more students graduated last year with associate de-
grees in psychology, business administration and oth-
er majors. 

Top major at COD is health science,
but psychology has most graduates
Jonathan Horwitz
Palm Springs Desert Sun
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Psychology was COD’s most conferred degree
program in 2021-22. CREATED WITH DATAWRAPPERSee COD, Page 9A


