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Stormy weather earlier this year 
continues to affect Kern County 
farm operations after it set back 
planting and other farm work 
while limiting pollination activity 
critical to the local almond crop.

People in the industry say a 
nearly two-week delay caused by 
unusually wet and cold weather 
in late winter and early spring will 
defer the harvest for a variety of 
crops, ultimately pushing back the 
timetable for how soon fruit and 
vegetables reach retailers.

“You will see some commod-
ities that will have significant 
impacts,” said President Ian 

LeMay of the California Fresh 
Fruit Association. He added that 
crops he deals with nevertheless 
avoided storm-related damage 
and are still expected to turn out 
healthy and marketable despite 
delays of at least 10 days relative 
to last season.

Some of the lag is expected 
to be recovered as recent warm 
weather has the effect of accel-
erating the growing season. But 
even that is adding complications 
by compressing the time available 
for work such as applying chemi-
cals to local fields.

There is a sense things could 
have been much worse. People in 
the local industry note that farm-

ers in strawberry-growing areas 
to the north suffered inundations 
that destroyed their entire crop, 
while some growers in Tulare 
County suffered major losses in 
their cotton and tomato fields.

Other areas may have dodged 
big losses but fell farther behind in 
their calendar than Kern farmers 
did. That could play out in the 
months ahead as postponed har-
vests result in temporary short-
ages at grocery stores.

Brenda Haught, president of 
Bakersfield-based Creekside 
Organics Inc., noted during a 
workforce development summit 

Farmers seeing crop delays, other 
disruption from year’s bumpy weather
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President Brenda Haught of Creekside Organics Inc. speaks as part 
of a panel of ag industry leaders Tuesday at Bakersfield College. At 
left is Vice President of Agriculture Russ Hamlin of Grimmway Farms; 
to Haught’s right are General Manager Bob Giragosian of Kern Ridge 
Growers, Senior Vice President Kevin Andrew of Illume Agriculture 
and Wonderful Co. President Rob Yraceburu.
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Former Republican challenger 
David Shepard, R-Porterville, released 
a memorandum Thursday that alleges 
various “administrative errors and 
likely violations” among three of 
the four county election offices that 
comprise California’s 16th State Senate 
District.

Shepard originally conceded in 
January, after losing to Democratic 
candidate Melissa Hurtado by 13 votes, 
following a two-month recount process 

that resulted from the 
near-split midterm 
race.

But in his memo, 
Shepard alleges that 
he likely lost due to 
errors committed by 
the counties of Kern, 
Fresno and Kings in 
their counting process 
during the election 

and subsequent recount.
“Of the four counties that comprise 

Senate District 16, likely illegalities 
were uncovered in three of those coun-
ties,” the report read. “Because of these 
errors, effective legislative governance 
in the State of California was likely 
compromised due to the inaction of 
the various registrars of voters.”

The 10-page report alleges that 
Fresno County refused to accept 10 
vote-by-mail ballots on Dec. 8, 2022 
“despite publicly informing numerous 
elections observers that (they) would 
accept voters’ cures until 5 p.m.” of the 
same day. In Kings County, the report 
said, election officials “refused to pro-
vide voted ballots for inspection” and 
failed to provide an “adequate review” 
of their vote-by-mail ballots during the 
recount.

Elections officials in Fresno and Kern 
confirmed Thursday that they had 
never received a copy of the report, 
and that the media inquiry was their 
first hearing about it. Kings County 
Registrar of Voters Lupe Villa did not 
respond to immediate requests for 
comment, while Fresno Registrar 
James Kus said early Thursday morning 
that his staff would further review the 
report’s claims.

Shepard releases 
memo alleging 
election errors 
in 16th District
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Bakersfield Mayor Karen 
Goh and the California Big 
City Mayors convened with 
Gov. Gavin Newsom and state 
legislators this week to request 
continued funding to counter 
the state’s interlocked crises of 
homelessness, affordable hous-
ing and mental health care.

“As you’ve heard from my 
colleagues, homelessness 
remains the paramount issue of 
California residents,” Goh said 

at Wednesday’s meeting. “This is 
our problem. Together, we hold 
ourselves accountable for this 
scourge on our Golden State.”

Gathered at the state Capitol 
in Sacramento, the 13-member 
mayoral coalition called on the 
governor to double the budget 
for the state’s Homeless Hous-
ing, Assistance and Prevention 
Program, or HHAP, to $2 billion 
annually through 2026 and to 
ensure another $1.5 billion for 
the state’s Homekey program, 

Mayors’ coalition 
seeks more funds to 
fi ght homelessness
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Bakersfield Mayor Karen Goh joined members of the Big City 
Mayors Coalition to ask state leaders for more homelessness 
and housing funding on a permanent basis to better handle the 
state’s ongoing crises.
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It was a solemn moment.
Wind whispered 

through the towering 
trees shading the Kern County 
Sheriff’s Office headquarters 
on Norris Road. It seemed 
to carry KCSO Cmdr. Augus-
tin Moreno’s song over the 
numerous people present at 
Thursday’s ceremony honor-
ing peace officers who died 
serving this community.

And in the moment More-
no’s voice singing “Ave Maria” 
lifted and soared through the 
crowd — causing tears to fall 
and eyes to fill with remem-
brance — the wind rustled 

wreaths placed next to KCSO’s 
memorial of those killed in 
the line of duty. It was almost 
as if the names carved into 
the dark gray rock watched 
from above and thanked 
organizers of Thursday’s 
events around town.

Law enforcement agencies 
held ceremonies honoring 
fallen peace officers from 
each of their agencies and 
then officers descended upon 
downtown Bakersfield at the 
memorial in front of Kern 
County Superior Court. It pro-
vided a chance to remember 
the role of peace officers and 
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‘Stories of their courage 
echo like a timeless anthem’
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A Kern County Sheriff’s deputy salutes as the Honor Guard presents the colors at a downtown Bakersfield ceremony on 
Thursday that honored fallen peace officers from across the county. See more photos at Bakersfield.com.

Law enforcement members from across Kern County 
descended upon Kern County Superior Court in downtown 
Bakersfield on Thursday during a ceremony honoring peace 
officers who died serving this community. 

County honors, remembers peace offi cers who died serving their community
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