
SCU.MB.CA/GICS

*Rate subject to change. 
GICs require a $500 
minimum deposit.  

4.70%*
S TA R T I N G  AT

12-month GIC 
(RRSP/RRIF/TFSA)

MANITOBA MUNICIPALITIES HAVE FOUR PRIORITY ASKS 
DURING THE UPCOMING 2023 ELECTION CAMPAIGN.

[2] Invest in Core Infrastructure
Increase Manitoba Water Services Board funding and advocate for 
a permanent federal and provincial infrastructure fund

Amend Bill 37 to enshrine the primacy of elected municipal councils over 
the unelected Municipal Board

Commit to comprehensive rural broadband and cell service

To read all our priorities, visit: amm.mb.ca/election-2023

SERVING MANITOBA SINCE 1872. FOREVER WITH YOUR SUPPORT.
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INSIDE

ICE HOPES MELTING
Down 3-1 in the best-of-seven WHL  
championship final, the Winnipeg Ice  
need a miracle / D1

QUEEN OF GLAM
Winnipeg makeup artist is off to Thailand to  
compete for the title of Miss International Queen,  
the world’s largest transgender beauty pageant / C1

GROCERY WARS
Video of a theft in progress at  
a Weston-area store could be a new series: 
Shoplifters Gone Wild / B1

WEATHER

SUNNY.  
HIGH 20 — LOW 9

Residents forced to store trash in garages
SOME Winnipeggers have been forced 
to hold on to their trash for weeks, as 
the city struggles to get garbage and 
recycling carts to homeowners.

The city is blaming supply chain 
issues for the long waits.

Bobby Colquhoun said he requested 
his set of carts before moving into his 
Sage Creek home at the end of Octo-
ber, only to receive them just before 
January.

In the meantime, he piled recycling 
and waste into his garage and let it 

freeze there, while disposing of more 
perishable trash at the homes of family 
members.

“We just kind of let it collect in 
the garage for a couple months,” 
Colquhoun said. “We had all of our 
recycling from moving and stuff, so 
our garage was a bit of a landfill for a 
couple of months there.”

He said the city initially told him the 
carts would arrive in about 10 business 
days, but that timeline passed with no 
delivery.

“We were lucky our parents live 
nearby. So when it got to a certain 

extent, we just kind of loaded up our 
cars, brought it to their place for a bit,” 
said Colquhoun.

He said the experience was “pretty 
ridiculous” and the city didn’t offer 
other alternatives for garbage collec-
tion.

Another Sage Creek resident said 
she waited about a month for her waste 
collection carts.

JOYANNE PURSAGA

Rates for care unchanged  
in more than decade

Foster 
parents 
feeling left 
in cold
CHRIS KITCHING

FROZEN for more than a decade, 
Manitoba’s standard foster-parent 
allowances remain among the lowest 
in Canada, driving concerns that 
caregivers will be forced to make the 
“agonizing” decision to stop providing 
stable homes for children in need.

One, who asked to remain anony-
mous, said basic maintenance rates 
have not kept up with the soaring cost 
of living, forcing some to give up their 
participation in the system.

The parent’s rate — $27.45 per child 
per day — has been the same since 
2012.

“Foster parents are having to pay 
out of pocket. They’re subsidizing the 
province to care for kids, essentially,” 
the caregiver said. “At some point, it’s 
just not economically feasible. There’s 
nobody getting rich being a foster 
parent.

“It’s people who care about kids and 
want to help them. I think we’re being 
taken advantage of.”

The parent said the allowance fails 
to cover the cost of essentials such as 
food, clothing and utilities.

“It’s just mind-boggling and frus-
trating to all of us,” the parent said. “It 
doesn’t even come close to paying for 
the stuff you need to provide for the 
kids.”

Basic rates set by the province are 
about $22 to $32 per child per day (or 
roughly $746 to $1,064 per month), 
depending on age and geographic 
location.

Rates in northern Manitoba are on 
the higher end of the scale due to high-
er living costs.

Based on inflation, rates should be to 
closer to $40 a day, the parent said.

“We’re not asking for extra com-
pensation,” they said. “We just want 
what it actually costs to do this and to 
acknowledge things have changed in 
the last 12 years.”

Widow fled war, now must return to retrieve husband’s body, bring cremains to Canada

Soldier’s wish to come true
H ANNA Sidorchenko left her 

husband behind in Ukraine only 
two months ago, but she is on her 

way back — this time to look for his 
body.

Her husband, Andrii, a soldier with 
the Ukrainian armed forces, is one of 
the latest casualties in the more than 
year-long war sparked when Russia 
invaded its neighbour.

Sidorchenko said it was her hus-
band’s long-held dream, even before 
the war started, to move to Canada to 
start a new life.

“It was our family dream to come to 
Canada. My husband had photos and 
video of Canada and people would say, 

‘You really like Canada,’” Sidorchenko 
said through a translator.

“I hope to find his body, give him 
a proper funeral and cremation, and 
bring his ashes back to Canada. He will 
come to Canada. It was his dream.”

Sidorchenko flies out of Winnipeg 
today, joined on her tragic task by Ok-
sana Lazarenko, a friend she has met 
in Manitoba who helps with translation.

“We don’t know his body’s where-
abouts,” Sidorchenko said. “He was 
killed in Bakhmut — that’s where the 
battle is now.”

On Thursday, Ukrainian forces were 
advancing on Russian troops in the 
ruins of the city in eastern Ukraine. 
The battle has been described by a 
“meat grinder” by both sides who have 

recorded losses there for months.
Sidorchenko said her parents first 

received the news about her husband.
“My parents, they received a note 

from the military service he was serv-
ing in that he died on May 4 at 11:40 
p.m.,” she said.

“There were two witnesses. The 
commander of the battalion said he 
passed away and his body was taken 
away (from the battlefront). He said he 
died in his friend’s arms.”

Sidorchenko said her husband’s role 
in the battalion was operating a drone 
overhead to check on enemy strength 
and troop movements. “They would 
observe before the battle so there was 
less losses.”

She last saw her husband Dec. 16, 

before he left to join his battalion.
Lazarenko said Sidorchenko has told 

her if it wasn’t for her husband, she 
would still be in Ukraine. The woman 
was working as a cosmetologist while 
her husband had been employed at a 
construction company, while running a 
part-time welding business on the side.

“She says she wasn’t going to leave 
Ukraine, but she has a son, 18. To save 
him from conscription she moved to 
Poland and then to Canada,” Lazarenko 
said. “Her husband insisted they go to 
save their son.”

Sidorchenko said she has been vol-
unteering and upgrading her English 
while seeking employment.

KEVIN ROLLASON

City blames supply chain, staffing issues for long waits for garbage, recycling bins

RUTH BONNEVILLE / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Bobby Colquhoun said he requested his set of carts before moving into his Sage Creek home 
at the end of October, only to receive them just before January.

JESSICA LEE / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS

Hanna Sidorchenko (left) and her son Rostyslav, 18, came to Canada two months ago at the urging of her husband who is in the army.

 ● FOSTER, CONTINUED ON A2 ● WISH, CONTINUED ON A2

 ● TRASH, CONTINUED ON A4


