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C A LV I  L E O N

How do you steal tens of thousands 
of young chickens from a barn in 
mere hours?

Then, what do you do with them?
And, really, let’s go with the ob-

vious here:  why steal that many 
young chickens in the first place?

Thieves ruffled some feathers af-
ter making off with 30,000 chick-
ens from a southwestern Ontario 
farm last month, stumping every-
one from investigators to farmers 
and armchair experts.

“It’s absolutely mind-boggling,” 
Ethan Wallace, a farmer and the 
Ontario Federation of Agricul-
ture director for Huron and Perth 
counties, said at the time of the 
heist.

“Anybody that’s chased a bird 

or anything knows how they scat-
ter. To undertake rounding up 
30,000 of them is, yeah, absolutely 
mind-boggling,” he said.

S C E N E  O F  T H E  C R I M E
The 15-day-old chickens were re-

ported stolen from a Huron Coun-
ty farm near Exeter sometime in 
the late afternoon to early morning 
April 19-20. 

C H I C K  M AT H
They were valued at $1.40 

each, representing a total loss of 
$42,000, provincial police said. 

No arrests have been made.

G O T  A  C L U E ?
Investigators have no physical 

evidence for a theft of that mag-
nitude, a police spokesperson said. 

“We’re really lacking physical 
evidence to support the report of 
the theft, but it still doesn’t explain 
where are the chicks and how are 
they in the barn one day and gone 
the next?” Const. Craig Soldan 
with Huron OPP said. “It’s still a 
mystery.”

H E AV Y  D U T Y
While the anatomy of the alleged 

chicken heist is unclear, one thing 
is certain: stealing 30,000 chicks is 
a massive undertaking. 

“You would need a crew of peo-
ple and large trucks that would 
be temperature controlled. And 
that operation would take several 
hours and require certain equip-
ment, people with skills and abili-
ties,” Soldan said.
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Great Exeter chicken heist still a mystery

Workers are seen Thursday at the site of the NextStar Energy battery plant, where some construction has been halted while the federal government 
continues negotiations with Stellantis and LG Energy on the multibillion-dollar project.  DA N  JA N I S S E

DAV E  WA D D E L L

Windsor Mayor Drew Dilkens 
urged the federal government to 
quickly reach a final agreement 
with Stellantis and LG Energy 
Solution to end what he called the 
embarrassing public negotiation 
of subsidies for the NextStar En-
ergy battery plant.

“I think it’s an embarrassment 
for the whole country,” Dilkens 
said in a phone interview Wednes-
day.

“It’s an embarrassment for the 
city because it’s playing out in our 
backyard, but Canada looks like 
amateur hour on this.”

Dilkens made the comments in 
reaction to sources telling the Star 
the companies were preparing for 
a complete halt to construction at 
the battery plant site. They said 
the automaker would be review-
ing its Canadian footprint, po-
tentially putting the future of its 
Brampton production facility in 
peril if a deal doesn’t materialize.

The federal government and the 
two firms have been negotiating 
an updated funding agreement 
since last August to address the 
massive subsidies in the Biden 
administration’s Inflation Re-
duction Act for building battery 
plants in the U.S.

Though he’s out of town on 
vacation, Dilkens said he’s been 
working the phones with all the 
key players in the discussions, 
pressuring the sides to get the 
deal over the finish line.

“I thought about coming home, 
but I can do everything I’d be do-
ing at home here,” Dilkens said. 
“This is really something that has 
to be solved at a higher level than 

I’m at, so I’ve been lobbying them 
to do that.”

Dilkens said this scenario rings 
all too familiar for Windsorites.

The worst-case scenario he fears 
is a collapse of the plant deal at the 
cost of thousands of jobs leaving 
the city. And then there’s the 240 
acres of land with several partially 
finished structures that has cost 
local taxpayers $50 million to $54 
million to buy and service to this 
point.

“We know what it feels like to be 
burned,” Dilkens said. “The worst 
thing for business is uncertainty.

“It’s fair to say they had an agree-
ment in February.” 
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NextStar turmoil ‘like amateur hour’
Dilkens urges Ottawa to solve 
dispute to save plant construction
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