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Are you  
honestly  

saying that it’s  
society’s fault  

if a repeat  
violent  

offender  
commits  
60 or 70  
offences?

C o n s e r v a t i v e  L e a d e r 
P i e r r e  P o i L i e v r e 
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Tattered national police 
force turns 150

POILIEVRE 
SLAMS 

‘ACTIVISTS’ 
PUSHING 

SAFE SUPPLY

YOU’VE SEEN 
GLIMPSES OF 
THE TITANIC. 
NOW THERE’S  

A FULL 3D SCAN.
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TITANIC

Why Notley’s corporate tax hike 
would kill Alberta’s prosperity
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Foreign meddling task force 
failed in 2021: Tory official

NDP Leader Rachel Notley’s 
plan to raise corporate taxes 
if she wins the Alberta elec-
tion could be the final straw 
for any company considering 
doing business in the prov-
ince.

At the turn of the century, 
Alberta provided a distinct 
counterpoint to the socialist 
dystopia the NDP had creat-

ed in neighbouring British 
Columbia. 

Under NDP leadership, 
B.C. saw frequent changes in 
the premiership and suffered 
from poor job growth, high 
unemployment and the low-
est investment growth in the 
country.

In Alberta, on the other 
hand, Premier Ralph Klein’s 
pro-business government 
was able to create a stable 
environment in which indus-
try could thrive, and ended 

up leading the country in 
terms of economic growth 
throughout the 1990s and 
early 2000s.

Businesses, after all, crave 
stability. Many of them in-
vest huge sums of capital to 
develop projects that pay off 
over long periods of time, 
and thus require some con-
fidence that the government 
isn’t going to change the 
rules midway through the 
game.

See KLINE on A9

W a s  t h e  R C M P 
erased from Can-
ada’s new passport 

because of, or in spite of, its 
150th anniversary? Did the 
sesquicentennial remind the 
federal government that that 
part of our history was due 
for some modest cancelling?

The Mounties made Can-
adians proud last September 
as they led the magnificent fu-
neral procession for Her Late 
Majesty Elizabeth II. Was the 
prime minister, on hand in 
London, embarrassed by that 
homage to our history and 
thus decreed their ejection 
from the passport?

Next Tuesday, the RCMP 
marks 150 years from its 
founding as the North West 
Mounted Police in 1873 (they 
became the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police in 1904). 

It remains a distinctive part 
of our history that a police 
force was critical to the de-
velopment of Canada’s north 
and west. 

The “wild west” of Amer-
ican history was not replicat-
ed here, where the law had 
to catch up to the outlaws. In 
Canada the law went first.

The NWMP’s formation 
in 1873 gave concrete expres-
sion to the “peace, order and 
good government” of the 
BNA Act of 1867. Confeder-
ation was agreed to in Char-
lottetown, but it was the ear-
ly Mounties in the west who 
helped stitch together the 
new dominion, stretching 
from sea to sea.

See DE SOUZA on A8

A tough year 
for the RCMP, 

though we can’t 
forget its role  
in our history
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in Ottawa
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The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Musical Ride in Ottawa in September.

A senior Conservative campaign offi-
cial said the government’s system for 
sharing foreign interference infor-
mation left him with the impression 
there were no major issues during 
the campaign.

Walied Soliman, who was co-chair 
of the Conservatives 2021 campaign, 
was also one of the party’s represent-
atives to a special task force of Can-
ada’s intelligence agencies.

The Liberals set up the task force 
process and used it during the 2019 
and 2021 campaigns. Political par-
ties can appoint representatives to 
the group who go through extensive 
security clearances to be able to hear 
intelligence.

Soliman said those intelligence 
agencies didn’t give them any indica-
tion there was a problem with either 
the 2019 or 2021 election.

“We were told very generically 
that there is interest in our elections 
from many global actors, but that 
there was in fact, no evidence to 
suggest that there was anything for 
any of us, in any of the political par-
ties, to worry about,” he told MPs on 
the House of Commons committee 
studying the issue.

Soliman said the lack of candour 
from the agencies was especially frus-
trating given he had gone through 
strict security clearances and taken 
precautions. He said parties attending 
the meetings had to leave cellphones 
outside the room and in some cases 
couldn’t even take notes.

Soliman said he thought the task 
force approach would be valuable 
and help political parties manage 
foreign interference issues.

See CONSERVATIVE on A4

WHY CANADA’S  
RAILWAYS ARE LIVID 
WITH OTTAWA. FP1

FURIOUS
LATEST IN ACTION 
FRANCHISE BRINGS  
THE FAMILY. FP9

FAST

C a t h e r i n e  L é v e s q u e

O T T AWA  • Conservative 
Leader Pierre Poilievre 
doubled down on his criti-
cism of the federal govern-
ment’s approach to dealing 
with the opioid crisis, and 
insinuated advocates of the 
safe supply program are “ac-
tivists” or wilfully perpetuat-
ing the crisis to make money.

His comments came as 
Conservatives used their 
opposition day motion in 
the House of Commons to 
ask the government to re-
verse its policy of offering 
a safe supply of drugs to 
people who are at high risk 
of an overdose, and instead 
redirect the money to treat-
ment and recovery pro-
grams.

In his opening speech 
on Thursday, Poilievre ac-
cused Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau of having imple-
mented “a theory backed up 
by a group of activists, most 
of them tax-funded, phar-
maceutical companies and 
others who stand to gain 
from perpetuating the crisis.

“These so-called experts 
are typically pie in the sky 
theorists with no experience 
getting people off drugs, 
or they’re members of the 
misery industry, those paid 
activists and public health 
bureaucrats whose jobs de-
pend on the crisis continu-
ing,” he said.

B.C. New Democrat Gord 
Johns expressed surprise 
at the comments, and said 
Health Canada created an 
expert task force on sub-
stance abuse, which includ-
ed public health officials, 
community and business 
leaders among others, that 
recommended a safer supply 
of drugs.

He also said that the Can-
adian Association of Police 
Chiefs, as well as British Col-
umbia’s chief coroner and 
chief medical officer have ex-
pressed support for the policy.

See SUPPLY on A4

‘No experience 
getting people 

off drugs’

POLL POPULARITY OF MONARCHY HIGHER AMONG 
NEW CANADIANS, VISIBLE MINORITIES. PAGE A3


