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Sold-out 
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and St. Louis 
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styles NP9
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DOWNTOWN MEANS BUSINESS
Novartis opens office at Gare Viger A3

R E N É  B RU E M M E R

The torching of 30 cars at two lo-
cations in Lachine Tuesday was 
the latest in a rash of criminally 
set fires that have erupted across 
Montreal and Laval.

In the last month, more than 50 
cars and five businesses were set 
ablaze at 18 separate locations, a 
tally of media reports shows.

Cars and trucks are being 
burned in industrial car lots, like 

the one on 32nd Ave. in Lachine, 
where 20 cars destined for over-
seas were destroyed Tuesday.

Four cars were doused in gas-
oline and set alight in front 
of private residences in Riv-
ières-des-Prairies on April 28.

The night before, 12 cars and  
an abandoned school bus were set 
on fire in the boroughs of St-Lau-
rent, St-Léonard and Montreal 
North.

The West Island has also been 

the scene of numerous crimi-
nally set fires, with cars torched 
in Kirkland, Dorval and Pierre-
fonds-Roxboro.

Several businesses, like the New 
LaSalle Restaurant Pizzeria, have 
been set ablaze repeatedly. The 
small restaurant was hit on May 
10, sustaining minor damage.

The next day someone rammed 
its front entrance with a car, then 
set it on fire, damaging it severely.

The pizzeria had recently 
opened after another business 
at the same location was heavily 
damaged by a fire last year, neigh-
bours said. An 18-year-old from 
Châteauguay was charged in con-
nection with the latest arson.

Who’s torching restaurants, 
cars and businesses in city?

P H I L I P  AU T H I E R

Q U E B E C  A new study shows while 
the number of English-speaking 
Quebecers has grown over the 
last five years, they have a higher 
unemployment rate and are more 
likely to live in poverty than their 
francophone fellow citizens.

Produced by the Provincial Em-
ployment Roundtable (PERT) and 
tapping into 2021 census data, the 
study reveals the English-speak-

ing population has grown since the 
last census in 2016. There are now 
1,253,578 individuals who identify 
as English speakers, representing 
14.9 per cent of the Quebec popu-
lation. Quebec’s total population 
is 8,406,905.

The last census pegged the En-
glish-speaking population at 13.8 
per cent. 

The population of English speak-
ers has grown in 16 of the 17 regions 
of Quebec. Montreal saw the most 

growth with 69,953 additional En-
glish speakers in 2021, a growth of 
11.2 per cent from 2016.

But the unemployment rate for 
English speakers in Quebec has 
increased since the last time the 
PERT examined the data. 

The rate for English speakers is 
10.9 per cent compared with 6.9 
per cent for French speakers. In 
the 2016 census, the difference was 
only two percentage points.

The study concludes that “em-
ployment indicators have signifi-
cantly worsened since the last 
census.”

Broken down by region, the 
Gaspésie—Îles-de-la-Madeleine 

has the highest English-speaking 
unemployment rate, 18.7 per cent, 
followed closely by the Côte-Nord 
with 17.9 per cent. The unemploy-
ment rate for English speakers 
in Montreal, where most anglo-
phones live, is 11.6 per cent.

The study notes that not only 
do English speakers have a higher 
unemployment rate, they are also 
more likely to work in temporary 
positions, with fewer average 
weeks and more part-time jobs 
than French speakers.

“These are all lead indicators 
for labour market precarity,” the 
study said.

Language divide at work in Quebec
English speakers much more likely 
to be unemployed than francophones
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Here’s who is, 
and isn’t, a fan 
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Canada  NP1
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ALL IN  
THE FAMILY
Fast & Furious 
gang is back A8
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Investing rules  
on China 
forces firm to 
sell assets NP7

FP Nurse Lisa Doherty, right, with St. Anthony students, from left, Julie-Anna Martino, Julie De Carvalho, Alice Boulay and Olivia Calçada.   J O H N  M A H O N E Y

A KNIT LITTLE GIFT
Lisa Doherty, assistant head nurse in the Lakeshore General Hospital birthing centre, 
accepts a box of 80 knitted caps donated yesterday by members of the knitting club  
of St. Anthony Elementary School in Pierrefonds.


