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A Porter Airlines De Havilland Dash 8-400 aircraft touches down at Charlottetown Airport (YYG) on Wednesday, May 17, 2023, and through a welcoming spray 
from an airport fire crew as the airline marked the beginning of daily non-stop service between Prince Edward Island and Ottawa. See story Page A2.  
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POLITICS

Ministers questioned about poverty
Liberals quiz Ramsay, Lantz on their new portfolios during question period
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The Opposition Liberals took 
aim at two new ministers in 
Premier Dennis King’s gov-
ernment on May 18, quizzing 
them on matters related to 
poverty, food insecurity and 
homelessness. 

Opposition Leader Hal 
Perry noted that while in-
flation in P.E.I. has begun 
to drop, food prices have 
remained high. Perry also 
referred to a recent study that 

found P.E.I. had the highest 
rate of food insecurity – a 
term used to describe people 
who cannot reliably afford 
food – in the country. 

"As of April of 2023, P.E.I. 
inflation is below the national 
average, but food prices re-
main high and the majority of 
grocery chains are raking in 
record profits," Perry said. 

"Question for the minister 
responsible for food inse-
curity. Can you explain to 
Islanders what your govern-
ment plans to do to combat 
inflated food prices?" 

Barb Ramsay, who was 
named the minister of social 

development and seniors 
last month, responded to the 
question, referring to invest-
ments the Progressive Con-
servatives have made in social 
assistance. 

"We are working towards 
the ambitious goal of elimi-
nating poverty by 2035. Forty 
million dollars was invested 
in social programs, including 
social assistance, increasing 
shelter ceilings and the se-
niors independence initiatives 
over the last three years," 
Ramsay said. 

Perry deemed this to be a

SEE MINISTERS ON A2

Housing Minister Rob Lantz speaks with Social Development 
and Seniors Minister Barb Ramsay before a sitting of the legis-
lature on May 18. STU NEATBY • THE GUARDIAN


