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A rosé for every occasion
Rosé entered a new era when 
Whispering Angel wine significantly 
improved the quality and availability, and 
even suggested that this was no longer 
a wine to enjoy only in the summer. 
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Boost for women’s cricket
In a huge development for cricket on  
the island, the first T20 women’s  
cricket league is expected to start  
early next month with six teams  
slated to compete.

 SPORT 32-36

Bermuda Gas buys up assets
Atlantic Gas has sold its fixed assets to 
Bermuda Gas. These assets include bulk 
LPG tanks, 100lb residential cylinder 
tubes and 17lb BBQ composite cylinders 
that are installed at various locations.

BUSINESS 9-11

Israelis chant racist slogans
Thousands of Jewish nationalists, some 
of them chanting “Death to Arabs”, 
paraded through Jerusalem’s Old City 
in an annual display that caused new 
friction between Jews and Palestinians. 
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FIRST DAY OF THE REST OF THEIR LIVES

Gareth Finighan

Up to five Bermudian residents will be 
eligible for free medical treatment on 
the National Health Service in the Brit-
ain from next month. 

All Bermuda residents will also be 
able to get treatment on the NHS at 
much cheaper rates than previously, fol-
lowing a memorandum of understand-
ing between the Ministry of Health and 
Whitehall.

Kim Wilson, the Minister of Health, 
described the agreement, as “great news 
for Bermuda”.

Ms Wilson said: “It allows five treat-
ment slots per fiscal year on NHS for 
Bermuda residents.

“Where the treatment cannot be 
provided or is not appropriate to be pro-
vided in Bermuda, eligible patients will 
be treated free of charge by the NHS, 
and the cost of treatment will be cov-
ered by the UK Government.

“I want to express my gratitude to 

the Deputy Governor, Tom Oppen-
heim, for his hard work and resilience 
in bringing this agreement to a conclu-
sion.” 

Ms Wilson pointed out that ancil-
lary costs such as transportation and ac-
commodation will be the responsibility 
of the patient and their insurers, while 
all referrals will have to be approved by 
the Chief Medical Officer.

Under the agreement, residents will 
also be able to get treatment in the UK 
at vastly reduced costs. 

At present, visitors and even non-res-
ident British citizens have to pay up to 
three times the actual cost of a proce-
dure charged to residents.

The NHS will scrap that mark-up 
under the agreement, which comes into 
effect on June 5.

Ayoola Oyinloye, the Chief Medical 
Officer, said that the deal could drive 
down costs for patients who have to 
travel overseas for treatment.

Wilson: ‘great news’ on NHS rates
‘Where the treatment 

cannot be provided or 
is not appropriate to be 
provided in Bermuda, 
patients will be treated 
free of charge by the NHS, 
and the cost of treatment 
will be covered by the UK

— Kim Wilson

Owain Johnston-Barnes

Year-on-year food inflation 
slowed in February, according to 
figures released by the Ministry 
of Economy and Labour.

Food sector prices increased 
by 9.2 per cent year-on-year, 
falling below 10 per cent for 
the first time since September 
2022.

Overall, consumers paid 4.2 
per cent more in February 2023 
than a year ago for the basket of 
goods and services included in 
the Consumer Price Index.

A spokesman for the minis-

try said: “This level of inflation 
declined from the January 2023 
annual inflation rate of 4.5 per 
cent.

“The food sector was the larg-
est contributor to the 12-month 
increase in the CPI.”

The figures include a 67.7 per 
cent increase in the cost of eggs, 
a 55.3 per cent increase in the 
cost of lettuce and a 17.7 per cent 
rise in the cost for dry breakfast 
cereals.

However, the cost for red 
grapes fell by 9.8 per cent and 
the cost for spare ribs fell by 7.8 
per cent.

Food inflation 
showing signs 
of slowing

The Progressive La-
bour Party may 
bleed green, but 
when its founders 
met in a garage in 

Pembroke to plot the way for-
ward in 1963, they were thinking 
in terms of red. 

A red stop sign for the ev-
er-present racism that was still 
very much live just four years 
after the official end of segre-
gation, red for the massive eco-
nomic inequality imposed by the 
ruling colonial class on most of 
the population, and red for the 

blatant gerrymandering of what 
was then called the Colonial 
Parliament.

After seeing six MPs elected 
for the first time in 1963 and 
throughout the turbulent late 
1960s and 1970s, a period one 
former PLP premier branded 
“Riot Season”, the party was 
increasingly knocking harder 
on the doors of power, surging 
to 46 per cent of the vote in the 
1980 election, leaving it just 
three seats shy of government.

Political traffic 
lights appear to 
beam green for PLP 

Jonathan Bell

Graduation day for the Class of 
2023 proved a bittersweet cere-
mony for retiring Bermuda Col-
lege president Duranda Greene.

“To the thousands of students 
I had the opportunity to teach 
and serve over my 38 years here 
at Bermuda College, thank you 
for the wonderful memories,” 
Dr Greene told the 113 students, 
with 102 Bermuda College grad-
uates and 11 completing the 
Mount Saint Vincent Bachelors 
in Business Administration pro-
gramme.

She told yesterday’s gather-
ing: “Class of 2023, you will al-
ways have a special place in my 
heart, as the class that ended 
your journey here at Bermuda 
College during the same time 
that I did.”

She quoted the US journalist 
Sydney J. Harris: “The whole 
purpose of education is to turn 
mirrors into windows.”

Dr Greene, who spent 16 
years as president, told the 
800-strong gathering: “Contin-
ue to seek knowledge and watch 
how your mirrors turn to larger 
windows filled with opportunity 
that will not only change your 

life but change the lives of others 
around you.”

Carika Weldon, founder and 
chief executive of the genomics 
start-up CariGenetics, gave the 
commencement address, recalling 
her journey from a bachelor’s de-
gree 12 years ago to a doctorate.

She looked back on being told 
at commencement 12 years ago 
that the degree she received was 
not just a piece of paper but “the 
key in the ignition”.

The biochemist said it took 
time to learn how to apply aca-
demic qualifications.

Fond farewell to the Class of 2023

Photograph by Blaire Simmons
All smiles: the Bermuda College’s Class of 2023 are shown on their graduation day

‘Class of 2023, 
you will always 
have a special 
place in my heart, 
as the class 
that ended your 
journey here at 
Bermuda College 
during the same 
time that I did
— Duranda Greene
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Sixty years ago this week, the first Progressive Labour 
Party MPs were elected. SHAUN CONNOLLY looks back 
at the party’s journey from humble beginnings, through 
“Riot Season” and major splits to becoming the dominant 
political force on the island 


