
EV Museum on hold as EV Foundation seeks to be more involved
MACKENZIE DEXTER

mdexter@kdminer.com

KINGMAN- City Council received an update on the 
Electric Vehicle Experience Museum, which included the 
news that the Historic Electric Vehicle Foundation wants 
to be more involved in moving the project forward, 
which as a result has paused the project.

“This project has been put on hold,” City Manager 
Ron Foggin said. “We’ve developed a concept plan for the 
design of the building but when they (Historic Electric 
Vehicle Foundation) changed direction on the agreement 
I said to them that we’re going to have to push pause 
because we cannot move forward on an Electric Vehicle 
Experience if we do not have electric vehicles in which 
to display.” 

Foggin told Kingman City Council on Tuesday that 
the city has worked for the Historic Electric Vehicle 
Foundation on the project, however, within the last year, 
they have requested to be more actively involved in plans 
instead of being on the sideline. 

“Our conversation was that we wanted to see and we 
needed to see this project move forward,” Foggin said. 
“They expressed that they are in the process of raising 
funds for the project as well and that they are interested 
in exploring a public-private partnership with the city to 
make this project grander and more attractive.” 

Foggin said staff requested the Historic Electric Vehi-
cle Foundation to draft an agreement to present to the 
council with proposed plans. He said the museum is the 
“bookend” for downtown and will allow people to learn 
the history of electric vehicles as well as have another 

facility for people to gather. 
“We continue to encourage them to help us move this 

project forward,” Foggin said. 
The building cost $ ,  and was purchased with 

some of the federal virus-relief CARES Act money the 
city received. The design concept for the museum was 
previously reported by staff to cost $ ,  with pay-
ment coming from the capital projects fund. The design 
concept for the museum was approved in April .

However, after a shake-up in leaders at the associa-
tion, they voiced they want to become more involved. 
Foggin said the question that remains is whether they 
will be able to move forward with a public-private 
partnership while figuring out how much the city 
is expected to contribute to the project. “What that 
ultimately looks like is unknown at this time,” Foggin 
said. 

Another option is for the Historic Electric Vehicle 
Foundation to take over and privatize the museum. How-
ever, Foggin said council members will not hear about 
the next steps for several months. 

Councilman Cameron Patt and Councilman Keith 
Walker said they would be open to the privatization of 
the museum. Foggin also said the association would 
have to prove they can raise money to operate the 
museum. “I’m not opposed to turning this over to a 
private entity if they can afford to do the project the 
way we’ve envisioned it and continue to run it over 
time,” Foggin said. 

See VEHICLE, page 

Kingman’s Electric Vehicle Museum is currently on hold 
as talks of privatizing the museum have been made aware 
to elected officials. (Photo by MacKenzie Dexter/Kingman 
Miner)
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KINGMAN – A $ .  million construction services 
contract for the downtown infrastructure project was 
approved by a -  vote during Tuesday’s Kingman City 
Council meeting. 

A strong throng of citizens and business owners 
once again, as they have in the past, expressed and dis-
played overwhelming support for what is also known as 
the streetscaping initiative. Around  people attended 
the meeting, but Mayor Ken Watkins limited commu-
nity input to  minutes. 

It appeared the project might be in jeopardy months 
ago when the council was split -  with member Shawn 
Savage staking out middle ground on the proposal 
to improve several blocks of Beale Street downtown 
with upgraded curb, gutter and sidewalk features with 
bump outs and other features making the space more 
attractive for tourists and locals alike.

Those who questioned the project didn’t necessarily 
oppose it on its merits, but expressed concern that the 
money should instead be used to address the city’s 
crumbling street network. Savage and council member 
Keith Walker backed away from that consideration to 
vote in support of the endeavor.

That left council members Cameron Patt and Mari-
on Ward in the minority of the -  vote.

“We’re looking at $ . -million in a -block area. 
That’s roughly half of what we’ve spent in the last  
years on all of the streets in Kingman,” Ward said. “I 
can’t justify it.”

Vice Mayor Cherish Sammeli countered with the 
prevailing opinion that the project is an investment 
that will fetch great return.

“The importance of a vibrant downtown represents 
the heart and soul of a community,” Sammeli said. 
“A healthy downtown increases property values, it 
expands our tax base and as was mentioned, we thrive 
and survive on city sales tax.”

Council moves forward with 
downtown infrastructure project

The $7.1 million construction services contract for the downtown infrastructure project was approved during 
Tuesday’s Kingman City Council meeting. Around 50 community members came out in support of the project aimed 
to increase safety and beautification efforts in downtown Kingman. (Photo by MacKenzie Dexter/Kingman Miner)
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KINGMAN – Kingman 
City Council unanimous-
ly approved submitting an 
application to the Arizona 
Department of Housing for 
$ ,  in Community 
Development Block Grant to 
finish Operation , transi-
tional housing for veterans. 

City Manager Ron Foggin 
told council on Tuesday, May 

 that JAVC has previously 
received CDBG funding for 
Operation . The city acts as 
a middleman to receive grant 
funding for the organization 
that assists local veterans. 

In , JAVC was 
awarded $  million for the 
transitional housing project. 
The organization acquired 
Arnold Plaza in downtown 
Kingman from the county 
in  for $ , . JAVC 
is not immune to the weight 
of inflation and hopes to 
be awarded the funding to 
wrap up the project. The 
women’s section, counseling 
and therapy room and com-
puter lab are incomplete.

“They too were not 
immune to those construc-
tion increases and they 
were not able to complete 

the entire rehabilitation,” 
Financial Services Director 
Tina Moline said. 

Casey Farrell told coun-
cil that JAVC has housed 
over  veterans and assist-
ed over ,  veterans 
throughout the commu-
nity. She said that with a 
high veteran population, 
it's crucial to have a facili-
ty to help those individuals 
who fought for our rights. 
Resources provided by the 
community and JAVC give 
veterans a hand-up to get 
them back on their feet. 

“They finally have the 
opportunity to feel like 
they’re part of a community 
again,” Farrell said. 

While the facilities will 
serve as transitional hous-
ing, JAVC works with over 

 local organizations 
to help veterans get their 
needs. Operation  is also 
unique because it assists 
female veterans as well. 

As for the timeline, JAVC 
President Pat Farrell said 
they anticipate completing 
the facility in three months 
if they are awarded the 
grant. “All the prep work is 
done, it’s just going in and 
finishing it.”

Council approves submitting 
grant for final touches on 

Operation 

Kingman City Council approved submitting an application 
to the Arizona Department of Housing for $500,000 in 
Community Development Block Grant to finish the transi-
tional housing for veterans. (Miner file photo)


