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Glassford Hill 
enhancement 
project set to 

begin early June
By DEBRA WINTERS

The Daily Courier

Glassford Hill Road 
as construction work is 
set to begin early June, 
according to Francisco 
Miramontes, civil engi-
neer with Prescott Val-
ley’s Public Works Depart-
ment. 

Asphalt Paving & Sup-
ply, out of Prescott Val-
ley, has been awarded 
as the lowest bidder at 
$8,122,189. As well, Dava 
and Associates, out of 
Prescott, was the lowest 
bid at $370,000 for con-
struction administrative 
services. The town coun-
cil voted unanimously for 
both at the Thursday, May 
11, meeting. 

Concerns from local 
businesses in the area are 
being addressed as the 
town realizes the huge 
impact this project will 
have. The project is being 
performed in a phased 
approach, and Glassford 
Hill Road will not be shut 
down completely. Busi-
ness outreach has already 
begun with positive feed-
back. 

“This is a major project 
and will certainly cause 
some delays in travel. We 
ask that all travelers to be 
patient and I promise that 
the end product will be 
well worth the wait,’ said 
Mayor Kell Palguta. 

The town has been 
working with the Arizona 
Department of Transpor-
tation (ADOT) to devel-
op a plan to restrict traf-

fic into one left turn lane 
- most of that work will be 
conducted at night from 
8 p.m. till 6 a.m. avoiding 
volumes of traffic. 

“This project touch-
es and reaches everyone 
in our community,” said 
Miramontes. “Glassford 
Hill is the lifeline through 
our town, providing com-
mercial and recreational 
opportunity.”

Work will entail a com-
plete pavement rehabili-
tation project taking place 
from State Route 69 to 
Panther Path. The esti-
mated completion date is 
mid-December. 

The project will remove 
approximately two-feet of 
existing roadway material 
allowing proper founda-
tion and asphalt to be put 
in place, said Miramontes. 

It’s anticipated that 
work will begin in the 
northbound direction, 
north of Florentine Road 
and heading north work-
ing down in the south-
bound direction, ulti-
mately turning again to 
compete the final stretch 
from Highway 69 to Flo-
rentine Road, according 
to Miramontes.  

Teachers of tomorrow

‘Passion’ of emerging educators honored 
at 23rd annual GIFTS scholarship reception

By NANCI HUTSON
The Daily Courier 

The passionate pursuit of educa-
tion is nothing less than noble.

That’s what a group of 13 Yavapai 
County adults pursuing college 
degrees in the education field were 
informed at the 23rd annual schol-
arship reception last month for the 
Gardner Family Teacher Scholar-
ships hosted at the Yavapai Educa-
tion Service Agency in Prescott.

These $2,500 scholarship win-
ners are a mix of graduating high 
school seniors; already enrolled 
college students and second-ca-
reer adults with a rekindled desire 

to pursue education as their new 
career path. 

Their efforts may go unrecog-
nized, unappreciated and unre-
warded. Yet the nobility of the work 
is what drives good educators — the 

ability to change lives regardless 
of the thankless and, even painful, 
moments of uncertainty about the 
profession, declared area education 
leaders and advocates. They were 
encouraged to endure by those who 
know the invisible rewards — a gift 
sent to a one-time science teacher 
turned superintendent from a for-
mer student he allowed to grieve 
the death of a father without fear-
ing a dropped grade due to missed 
assignments or a shy child who 
emerges as an artist thanks to a 
teacher that nurtured and support-
ed the student’s untapped talents.

ABOVE: A group shot of the 
13 GIFTS Scholarship win-

ners – GIFTS is the name for 
The Gardner Family Teacher 
Scholarships started with a 

$100,000 endowment 23 years 
ago that is provided half a mil-
lion dollars in scholarships to 

prospective teacher candidates. 
(Nanci Hutson/Courier)

See GIFTS, page 10A

See PROJECT, page 10A

Pictured is traffic heading south on Glassford Hill Road 
towards Florentine Road during late afternoon. (Debra 
Winters/Courier)

Storm clouds 
loom over Lynx 
Lake in Prescott 
National Forest

A spring storm blows in over Lynx Lake in 
the Prescott National Forest. Monsoon-like 
weather, including scattered thunderstorms 

and windy condition, has made its way 
across northern Arizona this week. More 

rainy weather is on the way this weekend in 
the Prescott area but should subside by early 

next week. See Page 2 for a full forecast. 
(Karen Shaw/Courtesy)

By HOWARD FISCHER
For the Courier

PHOENIX — The key 
witness for Kari Lake in 
her bid to set aside the 2022 
election testified Thursday 
it is not possible for Marico-
pa County election work-
ers to have met their legal 
requirement to compare 
the signatures on early bal-
lots cast with other records 
as required by law.

In extensive testimo-
ny, Eric Speckin detailed 
how his examination of 
data he got from Maricopa 

County shows that people 
employed by the elections 
department compared the 

signatures on 321,495 enve-
lopes in less than three sec-
onds. That led Kurt Olsen, 

one of her attorneys, to ask 
Speckin his “expert opin-
ion’’ about whether it’s 
possible to make such a 
comparison in such a short 
time.

“I don’t believe it can be 
done,’’ he said.

“This is what I do and 
I’ve done for 30 years, hand-
writing and signatures,’’ 
Speckin said, saying he 
believes he is “at the top of 
the pyramid’’ of who could 
to this kind of comparison.

“If I can’t do it, I don’t 
see how anyone could do 
it on a mass scale, day after 
day, hour after hour at these 
rates,’’ he said. “It can’t be 
so.’’

But Rey Valenzuela, the 
county’s elections director, 
said that’s not true.

He said that it could take 
just seconds for a verifier, 
with an image from the 
envelope and an image of 
the registration record on 
a screen in front of them, 
to determine that they are 
consistent.

What makes that crucial 
is that Arizona law requires 
says election officials, on 
receiving early ballots, 
“shall compare the signa-
tures thereon with the sig-
nature on the elector’s reg-
istration record.’’

Key witness for Lake testifies election workers did not properly 
verify signatures on early ballots

Attorney Kurt Olsen looks 
on during his opening 
statement in Kari Lake’s 
election challenge trial, 
Wednesday, May 17, 
2023, in Maricopa County 
Superior Court, Mesa, 
Ariz. (Mark Henle/The 
Arizona Republic via AP, 
Pool)

See LAKE, page 5A


