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Rio Nuevo is suing the owner
of a downtown Tucson hotel
that it financed after the owner
announced the hotel would
close.
The lawsuit, filed in Pima

County Superior Court on
Wednesday, May 17, alleges
breach of contract and seeks
$333,333 that Rio Nuevo pro-
vided to Citizen Hotel owner
Moniqua Lane to renovate the
former Tucson Citizen build-
ing at 82 S. Stone Ave. into a
10-roomwine-centric boutique
hotel.
The lawsuit alleges that Lane

misrepresented herself as the
sole owner of the buildingwhen
she requested Rio Nuevo’s sup-
port in March 2022.
Lane had a minority owner-

ship in the property with So-
fonias Astatke and Equilibrium
Real Estate Investments, listed
as EquilibriumQOZB2C LLC. in
Pima County Assessor records.
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Arizona, California and Ne-
vada have agreed on a plan to
shave a total of 3 million acre-
feet over the next three years
from their Colorado River water
use in return for federal com-
pensation of at least $1 billion,
sources familiar with the nego-
tiations say.
The agreement reportedly has

approval from the U.S. Interior
Departmentonamountsofwater
saved and the federal compen-
sation.
While it’s a lot less than Inte-

rior officials wanted to get from
the states until recently, one
source said it’s the best deal that
can be obtained without litiga-
tion.Anenvironmentalist,how-
ever,blasted theproposedcuts as
“pathetic.” Federal officials had
said they wanted the states to
save at least 2million to4million
acre-feet a year.
Other issues remain to be set-

tled, including how the river’s
three Lower Basin states would
share the cuts. Also unsettled at
this time is how Arizona’s share
of whatever cuts are approved
would be split among various
water users, including cities like

Tucson and farmers along the
river in Yuma and other areas.
It’s also uncertain whether

the river’s Upper Basin states —
Colorado,NewMexico,Utahand
Wyoming — will sign onto this
agreement, a source close to the

negotiations said. Interior has
wanted to get all seven states to
support an agreement.
Also not clear is whether Ari-

zona,California andNevada and
the federal government can reach
complete agreement in time for
a May 30 deadline, set by the
feds, to comment on an earlier,
draft federal environmental im-
pact statementon the river.That
statement analyzed twopropos-
als calling formuchmoredraco-
nian cuts than the states arenow
talking about.
The agreement was first re-

portedWednesdayby theWash-
ington Post, citing anonymous

Three states agree on plan
to save Colorado River water
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Shrunken waters are shown in a portion of the Colorado River’s Lake Powell reservoir in 2022 near Page, Ariz.

RioNuevo
sues failed
local hotel

MARK SHERMAN
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WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Thursday sided
with Google, Twitter and Face-
book in lawsuits seeking to hold
them liable for terrorist attacks.
However, the justices side-
stepped the big issue hovering
over the cases: the federal law
that shields social media com-
panies from being sued over
content posted by others.
The justices unanimously re-

jected a lawsuit alleging that the
companies allowed their plat-
forms to be used to aid and abet
an attack at a Turkish nightclub
that killed 39 people in 2017.
In the case of an American

college studentwhowaskilled in
an Islamic State terrorist attack
in Paris in 2015, a unanimous

court returned thecase toa lower
court,but said there appeared to
be little, if anything, left of it.
Thehighcourt initially tookup

theGooglecasetodecidewhether
the companies’ legal shield for
the social media posts of others,
contained ina1996 lawknownas
Section 230, is too broad.
Instead, the court said it was

notnecessary to reach that issue
because there is little tyingGoo-
gle to responsibility for theParis
attack. “We therefore decline to
address the application of Sec-
tion 230 to a complaint that ap-
pears to state little, if any, plau-
sible claim for relief,” the court
wrote in an unsigned opinion.
The outcome is, at least for

now, a victory for the tech

High court avoids internet liability ruling
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A picture is displayed during a Nov. 15, 2015, memorial service in Long
Beach, Calif., for California State Long Beach student Nohemi Gonzalez,
who was killed by Islamic State gunmen in Paris.

Debt limit
negotiators
rush for deal
LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Negotia-
tors from the White House la-
bored Thursday over the U.S.
debt limit with House Speaker
KevinMcCarthy’s emissaries at
the Capitol, grinding through a
second day of head-to-head
talks trying to strike a budget
deal to avert a looming eco-
nomic crisis.
With hopes for a break-

through as soon as this week-
end, President Joe Biden and
McCarthy tapped their top rep-
resentatives to work out a deal
after talks with a larger contin-
gent stalled out. Brown bags of
lunchtime snacksweredelivered
to the stately room, signaling
the slog ahead.
Upbeat,McCarthy said itwas

important to have an “agree-
ment in principle” by this
weekend if they hope to get to
a House vote next week. That
would leave enough time for
the Senate to act, too, ahead of
a deadline as soon as June 1.
“Everyone’s working hard,”

McCarthy told reporters at the
Capitol.
The White House team also

appeared upbeat as they en-
tered the building, but declined
to comment and departed two
hours later. Theywere expected
to be back at it on Friday and
into the weekend.
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The Colorado River flows at Horseshoe Bend in Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area in 2022.
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