
m Owen Burns, 13, of Al-
pena Township, Mich., was 
praised by police after us-
ing a slingshot to save his 
8-year-old sister from an at-
tempted kidnapping in their 
yard, saying he was “freaking 
out” and simply reached for 
something that could stop 
the attack, striking the as-
sailant in the head and chest 
and letting her escape.
m Mary Walton, 15, a soph-
omore at Glendale High in 
Springfield, Mo., will be al-
lowed to return to school 
after a three-day suspension 
for improper use of an elec-
tronic device in videotaping 
a teacher repeatedly using a 
racial slur, while the teacher 
has resigned.
m Jenna Barbee, a fifth 
grade teacher at Winding 
Waters K-8 in Brooksville, 
Fla., chose Disney’s “Strange 
World” to give students a 
“brain break” during stan-
dardized testing, but the 
movie’s gay character led 
a School Board member to 
report her to state officials, 
and she said the political 
climate made her decide to 
resign.
m Amy Messer, a New 
Hampshire judge,  or-
dered a teenager to write 
a 3,000-word essay on “the 
impact of racism and racist 
speech on society” after she 
found he violated the state’s 
civil-rights act by carving 
racially offensive graffiti in 
a school bathroom.
m James Sullivan, former 
chair of a Connecticut en-
ergy co-op’s board and es-
tranged husband of a Cali-
fornia congresswoman, got 
six months in prison for us-
ing public funds to pay for 
trips to the Kentucky Derby 
and a luxury golf resort.
m Ameen Hurst, 18, a mur-
der suspect who escaped 
from a Pennsylvania prison 
by cutting a hole in a fence, 
was recaptured after he was 
found with family members, 
with his accomplice previ-
ously found dressed as a 
woman.
m James Sims, a former 
suburban St. Louis police 
officer, was charged with 
first-degree kidnapping, 
felony third-degree assault 
and misdemeanor assault, 
accused of handcuffing a 
man so Sims’ brother could 
beat him.
m Dustin Passarelli of Indi-
ana could get up to 65 years 
in prison for the road-rage 
shooting death of a Muslim 
man, with witnesses testify-
ing he hurled ethnic and re-
ligious insults including “Go 
back to your country” before 
opening fire.
m  Theresa Balboa of 
Houston was sentenced 
to 52 years in prison after 
pleading guilty to murder in 
the death of her boyfriend’s 
5-year-old son, whose body 
she kept in the bathtub and 
then a storage unit before it 
was discovered in an East 
Texas hotel.

In the news

LITTLE ROCK
Today Chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.
High 85, light 
south winds.
Tonight Rain, 
thunderstorms.
Low 63.
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Look! Up in the sky!
New photos purport to show

ivory-billed woodpecker. — National, 2A

Bryant wins 6A softball title
Wild comeback stymies Cabot; Har-Ber
tops Bentonville in baseball. — Sports, 1C
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WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court handed twin 
victories to technology plat-
forms Thursday by declin-
ing in two cases to hold them 
liable for content posted by 
their users.

In a case involving Goo-
gle, the court for now reject-
ed efforts to limit the sweep 
of the law that frees the plat-
forms from liability for user 
content, Section 230 of the 
Communications Decency 
Act.

In a separate case involv-
ing Twitter, the court ruled 
unanimously that another 
law allowing suits for aid-
ing terrorism did not apply 
to the ordinary activities of 

social media 
companies.

The rul-
ings did not 
definitively 
resolve the 
question of 
what respon-
sibility plat-
forms should 
have for the 
content post-
ed  on  and 
recommend-
ed by their 
sites, an issue 

that has grown increasingly 
pressing as social media has 
become ubiquitous in mod-
ern life. But the decision by 
the court to pass for now on 
clarifying the breadth of Sec-
tion 230, which dates to 1996, 

Court: 2 tech
platforms not
liable for posts
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For now, Google, Twitter
avoid exposure to lawsuits

Palestinians argue with Israeli border police officers Thursday near the main Palestinian thoroughfare 
in Jerusalem’s Old City during a march by Jewish nationalists celebrating Jerusalem Day, which 
marks Israel’s capture of east Jerusalem in 1967. The marchers chanted “Death to Arabs” and other 
slogans as police kept Palestinians at bay. More photos at arkansasonline.com/519oldcity/.
(AP/Ohad Zwigenberg)         Article, 6A

Jerusalem Day discord

President Joe Biden takes a selfie with troops Thursday at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. Biden 
was on his way to the G7 Summit in Hiroshima, Japan. More photos at arkansasonline.com/519g7/.
(AP/Susan Walsh)
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Elementary school chil-
dren in the Little Rock School 
District will start the school 
day earlier and end it later in 
the coming 2023-24 school 
year, the Little Rock School 
Board decided Thursday.

The board’s decision also 
means school days for middle 
and high school students will 
go later into the afternoon.

The elementary day will 

go from 7:40 a.m. to 2:55 
p.m., a change from the cur-
rent 7:50 a.m. to 2:35 p.m. in 
place for most schools. The 
middle and high school class 
days that generally begin at 
8:45 a.m. for students will go 
15 minutes longer — to 4 p.m. 
— next year.

The School Board voted 
9-0 in support of the extend-
ed school days that Super-
intendent Jermall Wright 
had said were necessary to 

provide more time for direct 
instruction of science and so-
cial studies in the elementary 
grades.

The extension of the high 
school day is to provide suf-
ficient time for school bus-
es to pick up and drop off 
elementary students before 
making second runs for the 
older students.

The newly approved plan 
is the result of a compro-
mise negotiated by Wright’s 

administrative team and the 
district’s Personnel Policies 
Committee for the state-li-
censed teaching staff.

“We’re not happy with ev-
erything in here, and I don’t 
think Dr. Wright is happy 
with everything in here, but 
we did come to an agreement, 
and we hope you support 
it,” Teresa Knapp Gordon, a 
member of the Personnel Pol-
icies Committee, told board 

30 minutes added for elementary students, 15 for older kids
LR district stretching school days

CYNTHIA HOWELL
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Rescues continue Thursday in Faenza in northern Italy as the 
death toll from flooding in the region rose to 13, according to author-
ities. Rescue teams struggled to reach remote villages that were 
cut off by landslides. More photos at arkansasonline.com/519italy/.
(AP/Luca Bruno)

Toll rises in Italy’s flooding

Thomas

COURT LIMITS 
‘fair use’ scope 
in Warhol case. 
Page 5A.

High prices and inter-
est rates, along with an 
uncertain economy, still 
have nervous consumers at 
all income levels pinching 
pennies and looking for 
bargains on groceries and 
other necessities.

And they’re still holding 
off on buying items they 
don’t need right away, such 
as clothes, electronics and 
furniture.

But even with these 
pressures, Walmart Inc. saw 
its revenue climb 7.6% be-
tween February and April, 
to $152.3 billion.

Before the markets 
opened Thursday, the Ben-
tonville-based retailer post-
ed first-quarter net income 
of $1.67 billion, or 62 cents 
per share, for the quarter 
that ended April 30, com-
pared with $2.1 billion, or 74 
cents per share, in the same 
period last year.

Earnings per share came 
in far below analysts’ aver-
age estimate of $1.32.

Steve Dennis, president 
and founder of SageBer-
ry Consulting LLC, called 
Walmart’s first-quarter re-
sults “particularly impres-
sive.”

The company “drove 
strong top-line performance 
despite growing economic 
uncertainties and generally 
weak outlooks from their 
competitors,” Dennis said.

HIROSHIMA, Japan — 
President Joe Biden and 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida met Thurs-
day aiming to showcase 
the strength 
of their alli-
ance ahead 
of a Group 
o f  S e v e n 
s u m m i t 
where lead-
ing democracies will tackle 
the challenges of Russia’s 
war in Ukraine, North 
Korea’s ballistic nuclear 
threats and an increasingly 
forceful China.

Biden recalled that 
Kishida said during a Janu-

Walmart
quarterly
revenue
up 7.6%
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G7 set to address
global challenges

U.S., Japanese leaders laud cooperation

The federal government 
has relentlessly pursued 
Richard “Bigo” Barnett of 
Gravette, whose behavior 
during the U.S. Capitol ri-
ot on Jan. 6, 2021, warrants 
months of incarceration, not 
years, his attorney argued in 
a sentencing memorandum 
filed late Wednesday.

The government is seek-
ing to disproportionately 
punish Barnett “simply be-
cause his case is famous,” ac-
cording to Jonathan Gross, 
Barnett’s attorney.

“Richard Barnett is one of 
the most famous January 6 

cases because of a picture of 
him sitting with his foot on 
a desk in the office suite of 
the Speaker of the House,” 
wrote Gross. “Mr. Barnett 
is a 63-year-old retired fire-
fighter and bull rider from 
rural Arkansas who came to 
D.C. for his very first time to 
peacefully protest and was 
unfortunately caught up in 
the events that turned an 
ordinary Wednesday into 
what will forever be known 
as ‘January 6.’”

After a two-week trial 
in January, a jury in Wash-
ington deliberated for two 
hours and seven minutes 

BILL BOWDEN
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Give Barnett year or less
in Jan. 6 riot, lawyer asks

NEGOTIATORS 
hope for deal 
on debt limit 
by weekend. 
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