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Award-winning playwright
Alicia Kester will showcase a
staged reading of her new play
at Auburn University on June 8.

The staged reading of “Water

Spirits,” which is free and open to
the public, will be held at 8 p.m.
at the Jule Collins Smith Mu-
seum of Fine Art. It explores the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
the experience of people coming
home to the devastation of the
Lower Ninth Ward and the things
that were lost when people were
forcibly displace, according to a
press release from the Auburn
Area Community Theatre.

Andrea Holliday, AACT ar-

tistic director, said she’s excited
to be able to present this play to
the community and hopes to fill
up the museum auditorium on
June 8. She said it will be a great,
thought-provoking experience.

“It is a new work that no one
has ever seen before by an up-
and-coming filmmaker, play-
wright, poet and activist. Alicia
Kester is an amazing person…,”
Holliday said. “This play has al-
ready won a couple of awards,

even though it’s never been
staged before.”

The museum and AACT are
working together to provide this
free opportunity for residents to
listen to the play. It follows the
character Denise as she returns
to an ancestral home and tries
to make it habitable again while
dealing with loss and real-estate
companies that push her to sell

Award-winning playwright
coming to Auburn University
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This 2005 file photo shows the Ninth Ward after Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, La. Award-winning playwright Alicia Kester will visit Auburn
on June 8 to showcase a staged reading of a play that explores the aftermath of the devasting storm.
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WASHINGTON — The Supreme
Court on Thursday sided with
Google, Twitter and Facebook
in lawsuits seeking to hold them
liable for terrorist attacks. How-
ever, the justices sidestepped the
big issue hovering over the cases:
the federal law that shields social
media companies from being sued
over content posted by others.

The justices unanimously re-
jected a lawsuit alleging that the
companies allowed their platforms
to be used to aid and abet an attack
at a Turkish nightclub that killed

39 people in 2017.
In the case of an American col-

lege student who was killed in an
Islamic State terrorist attack in
Paris in 2015, a unanimous court
returned the case to a lower court,
but said there appeared to be little,
if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took up
the Google case to decide whether
the companies’ legal shield for the
social media posts of others, con-
tained in a 1996 law known as Sec-
tion 230, is too broad.

Instead, the court said it was not
necessary to reach that issue be-
cause there is little tying Google to

responsibility for the Paris attack.
“We therefore decline to address
the application of Section 230 to
a complaint that appears to state
little, if any, plausible claim for
relief,” the court wrote in an un-
signed opinion.

The outcome is, at least for
now, a victory for the tech indus-
try, which predicted havoc on the
internet if Google lost. The high
court remains free to take up the
issue in a later case.

“The Court will eventually
have to answer some important

High court avoids internet liability ruling

WYATTE GRANTHAM-PHILIPS
AND FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Most taxpayers
are interested in filing their taxes
directly to the IRS for free, a new
report says, and that option will
be tested next year.

The IRS has spent the past
nine months studying whether
U.S. taxpayers want to see a free,
e-filing system run by the gov-
ernment — and is now preparing
to launch a pilot program.

The prospect of a free, gov-
ernment-run, online tax filing
system has been debated for
a long time. Supporters argue
that the option would make tax
return services more equitable
and accessible for taxpayers na-
tionwide. But there’s also been
pushback from some big tax-
prep companies.

Now, the IRS plans to launch
a pilot program for the 2024 fil-
ing season to test a “direct file”
system and help the federal gov-
ernment decide on whether to
move forward with potentially
implementing it in the future,
IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel
and the Treasury’s Chief Imple-
mentation Officer Laurel Blatch-
ford confirmed.

There’s still limited details
about the pilot as the agency
determines the basic structure
of the program, but Werfel said
that members of the public will
have the option to participate.

The IRS was tasked with look-
ing into how to create a “direct
file” system as part of the fund-
ing it received from the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, Democrats’
flagship climate and health care
measure that President Joe Biden
signed last summer. It gave the
IRS nine months and $15 million

IRS moves
forward with
free e-filing
system
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Beatriz Gonzalez, right, the mother of 23-year-old Nohemi Gonzalez, a
student killed in Paris terrorist attacks, and stepfather Jose Hernandez
speak Feb. 21 outside the Supreme Court in Washington.
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