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Water main replacement
project underway, PAGE A2

Nine soldiers retire at
Fort Novosel ceremony, PAGE A7
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Nine years before Enterprise
was permanently settled
by John Henry Carmichael

in 1882, the first official Preak-
ness Stakes was won by Duke of
Magenta, at Baltimore’s Pimlico
Race Course.

Tomorrow, the third Saturday
in May—Armed
Forces Day—
marks Pimlico’s
148th “Run for the
Black-Eyed Su-
san’s.”

Your scribe has
long been inter-
ested in creative
horse names,
like Count Fleet/
Whirlaway/Trig-

ger/KoKo and Preakness winners
like Jacobus, Tecumseh, The
Bard, Sly Fox, Jack Hare Jr., War
Cloud, Burgoo King, Blue Man,
Bally Man, Candy Spots, Tank’s
Prospect, Alysheba, Hansel, Ta-
basco Cat, Smarty Jones, 2022
winner Early Voting and the in-
comparable Man o’ War, the 1920
victor.

FYI: “Preakness” was a horse
in the 1870s, and Capot won
the 1949 Preakness, almost six
months before your scribe was
foaled.

Only five of 13 Triple Crown
titles were won during the last
73 annual cruises around Pim-
lico’s 9.5-furlong circuit, with
colts/geldings totin’ 126 pounds
and fillies carryin’ 121 in Triple
Crown’s second leg.

Hmmm.
Before now, seems like a thor-

oughbred named Babe Ruth
would’ve won in Baltimore,
Babe’s birthplace.

Belmar won The Preakness
Babe’s birth year (1895); Triple
Crown winner Citation won the
year the Sultan of Swat died,
1948.

Bostonian won the year The
Bambino hit 60 homers, 1927, the
season Enterprise native and New
York Yankees reserve outfielder
Ben Paschal batted .317 but sat
the bench for the oft-proclaimed

MICHELLE MANN
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Member of the new Brock-
ton Senior Beta Club were rec-
ognized at the New Brockton
Town Council meeting Tuesday
for the awards received at the
recent State Beta Club Con-
vention.

NBHS Senior Beta Club

Sponsor Linda Boykin intro-
duced representatives from the
123-member NBHS Senior Beta
Club and told those attending
the council meeting that their
representation of the town at
the state convention in Mont-
gomery was “outstanding.”

NBHS Senior Beta mem-
bers Nashanna Harris, Preston

Bourne and Destiny Swope
earned second place honors in
the communication and mar-
keting category.

Nashanna Harris earned
third place in the color/black
and white photography cate-
gory. Hannah Wilson placed
third in the onsite drawing/
painting category.

All these students qualified
for the National Senior Beta
Convention in Louisville, Ky.,
Boykin explained.

“These accomplishments ex-
emplified tenacity, endurance,
dedication, hard work” Boykin
said, “Please know that the Se-
nior Beta at New Brockton High
School is in the move.”

Senior Beta receives honors
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The New Brockton Senior Beta Club was recognized during the New Brockton Town County meeting Tuesday for their achievements at the recent state
Senior Beta Club Convention. In front, from left, are Shaniya Harris, Jade Sims, Nashanna Harris, NBHS Senior Beta Club Sponsor Linda Boykin, and
Dakota Nowell. In back, from left, are New Brockton Mayor Ralph Medley, and New Brockton Councilmen Ronald Terry and Justin Flowers.

Getting
tips from
a legend

KELLY MORRIS, USAACE

Fort Novosel’s own Sgt. 1st Class
Philena E. Perdue was named the
Department of Defense 2023 Liz
Blanc Exceptional Sexual Assault
Response Coordinator of the Year
for the U.S. Army in a ceremony
at the Pentagon in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, May 11, 2023.

Perdue, who serves as the 1st
Aviation Brigade Sexual Assault
Response Coordinator, was lauded
for her efforts from January-De-
cember 2022 to create an envi-
ronment where people feel more
comfortable discussing Sexual
Harassment/Assault Response
and Prevention topics, survivors
are comfortable with reporting
and feel they are supported, and
leaders are continuously engaged.

Maj. Gen. Michael C. McCurry,
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Ex-
cellence and Fort Novosel com-
mander, commended her hard
work.

“Sgt. 1st Class Perdue, thank

you and congratulations. Incred-
ible job, incredible program to
prevent one of the categories of
harmful behaviors, and to protect
Soldiers and help us take care of
them if there is a traumatic inci-
dent,” said McCurry, when Perdue
won at the U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command level back in
February.

While operating at master ser-
geant and division levels, her pro-
active approach that emphasized
prevention helped instill confi-
dence in victim advocates and
improved the level of care offered
to victims.

Perdue played a key role in re-
structuring Fort Novosel SHARP
training by setting up several
unique rooms to house scenar-
io-based training at the USAACE
Training Center. The “Knowledge
Quest” training event tests Sol-
diers’ and Department of the Army
civilians’ knowledge and provides
a chance to practice intervention

techniques to help prevent sexual
harassment and sexual assault.

“We saw a need to reenergize
SHARP training to where the
training could be applied,” said
Shana Morris, Installation Lead
Sexual Assault Response Coordi-
nator at USAACE headquarters.

She commended Perdue’s
“willingness to take on such a big
project and getting the collabora-
tive efforts from everyone on the
installation to take part in bring-
ing an old building back to life,”
she said.

This included help from the
Noncommissioned Officer Acad-
emy and Warrant Officer Candi-
date School, but Perdue and her
husband Dana Perdue also put in
a lot of their own time and energy,
including painting and providing
donated furniture for the scenar-
ios — a reflection of her ethics and
overall professionalism.

Perdue receives DOD award
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On Memorial Day Americans
remember those who have died
in military service to the United
States. The National Moment
of Remembrance is an annual
event that asks all citizens,
wherever they are at 3 p.m.,
to pause for a duration of one

minute in silent tribute to the
men and women who have hon-
orably served in uniform and to
those who made the ultimate
sacrifice for our nation.

The 4th annual Taps Across
America will again honor those
military members. At 3 p.m. on
Memorial Day, thousands of

participants will be spread out
across our nation to sound the
24 notes of our most solemn
bugle call — Taps.

Buglers and trumpeters,
along with other instrumen-
talists, will sound the call
from their front porch, on
their apartment balcony, in

the driveway, on the sidewalk,
and at cemeteries and memo-
rials to make sure this musical
tribute is given to those who, as
President Abraham Lincoln put
it, gave the last full measure of
devotion.

Taps Across America set Memorial Day
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Sgt. 1st Class Philena E. Perdue was named the Department of Defense Fiscal
Year 2023 Exception Sexual Assault Response Coordinator of the Year during
a Pentagon ceremony May 11. Perdue stands with Command Sgt. Maj. Kirk
Coley, Army aviation branch command sergeant major, Chief Warrant Officer
5 Myke Lewis, chief warrant officer of the Army aviation branch, and Maj. Gen.
Michael McCurry, Army aviation branch chief and Fort Novosel commander,
following the award ceremony.
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