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“For I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” — Genesis 37:17

JOHN O’CONNOR
joconnor@dothaneagle.com

Dothan High School seniors
Joshua Cole and Will Smith are
looking forward to life’s next
chapter.

“It’s definitely weird walking
in here as an almost-graduate,”

Cole said. “It feels a lot different
from when I first arrived here
and I’m excited to graduate and
move on.”

“It’s exciting because we
worked four years for this,” Smith
said. “A lot has gone into it, and I
can’t wait to be at the ceremony.”

Cole and Smith will walk into
the Big Creek Amphitheater for
Dothan High’s graduation cer-
emony on Saturday as the 2023

graduating class’s valedictorian
and salutatorian.

When he first came to the
school as a 10th grader, Cole
never imagined he would end
up becoming his class’s valedic-
torian.

“I honestly didn’t know I was
going to be the valedictorian un-
til recently,” Cole said. “I knew
I was in the running for it for a
while, but it was something I

wasn’t really too stressed out
about. I just did the best I could
in my classes, and I was pretty
thrilled when they did tell me.”

MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Thursday sided
with Google, Twitter and Face-
book in lawsuits seeking to hold
them liable for terrorist attacks.
However, the justices side-
stepped the big issue hovering
over the cases: the federal law
that shields social media com-
panies from being sued over
content posted by others.

The justices unanimously re-
jected a lawsuit alleging that the
companies allowed their plat-
forms to be used to aid and abet
an attack at a Turkish nightclub
that killed 39 people in 2017.

In the case of an American
college student who was killed in
an Islamic State terrorist attack
in Paris in 2015, a unanimous
court returned the case to a lower
court, but said there appeared to
be little, if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took
up the Google case to decide
whether the companies’ legal
shield for the social media posts
of others, contained in a 1996
law known as Section 230, is too
broad.

Instead, the court said it was
not necessary to reach that issue
because there is little tying Goo-
gle to responsibility for the Paris
attack. “We therefore decline to
address the application of Sec-
tion 230 to a complaint that ap-
pears to state little, if any, plau-
sible claim for relief,” the court
wrote in an unsigned opinion.

The outcome is, at least for
now, a victory for the tech indus-
try, which predicted havoc on the
internet if Google lost. The high
court remains free to take up the
issue in a later case.

“The Court will eventually
have to answer some import-
ant questions that it avoided
in today’s opinions. Questions
about the scope of platforms’

Ready for the next chapter
JAY HARE, DOTHAN EAGLE

Dothan High School valedictorian Joshua Cole (left) and salutatorian Will Smith pose for a photo at Dothan High School on Thursday.

Justices
avoid
ruling on
big issue

LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Negotiators from
the White House labored Thursday over
the U.S. debt limit with House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy’s emissaries at the
Capitol, grinding through a second day
of head-to-head talks trying to strike a
budget deal to avert a looming economic
crisis.

With hopes for a breakthrough as soon
as this weekend, President Joe Biden and
McCarthy tapped their top representa-
tives to work out a deal after talks with
a larger contingent stalled out. Brown
bags of lunchtime snacks were deliv-
ered to the stately room, signaling the
slog ahead.

Upbeat, McCarthy said it was import-

ant to have an “agreement in principle”
by this weekend if they hope to get to a
House vote next week. That would leave
enough time for the Senate to act, too,
ahead of a deadline as soon as June 1.

“Everyone’s working hard,” McCarthy
told reporters at the Capitol.

The White House team also appeared
upbeat as they entered the building, but
declined to comment. They departed two
hours later, and it was unclear if talks
would resume late in the day.

“This does not have to be a crisis,” Vice
President Kamala Harris said during a
virtual meeting of community leaders
Thursday.

“A default could trigger a recession,

Negotiators rush for debt deal

CLAUDIA LAUER AND MIKE CATALINI
Associated Press

The cold formality of the letter
is seared in Debra Long’s mem-
ory.

It began “Dear Claimant,”
and said her 24-year-old son,
Randy, who was fatally shot in
April 2006, was not an “inno-
cent” victim. Without further
explanation, the New York state
agency that assists violent-crime

victims and their families re-
fused to help pay for his funeral.

Randy was a father, engaged
to be married and studying to
become a juvenile probation of-
ficer when his life was cut short
during a visit to Brooklyn with
friends. His mother, angry and
bewildered by the letter, won-
dered: What did authorities see
— or fail to see — in Randy?

“It felt racial. It felt like they

saw a young African American
man who was shot and killed
and assumed he must have been
doing something wrong,” Long
said. “But believe me when I say,
not my son.”

Debra Long had bumped up
against a well-intentioned cor-
ner of the criminal justice system
that is often perceived as unfair.

Every state has a program to
reimburse victims for lost wages,

medical bills, funerals and other
expenses, awarding hundreds of
millions in aid each year. But an
Associated Press examination
found that Black victims and
their families are dispropor-
tionately denied compensation
in many states, often for subjec-
tive reasons that experts say are
rooted in racial biases.

Probe: Blacks disproportionately denied aid

From left, Senate
Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky.,
Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.,
and Speaker of the
House Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif., take time out
from their struggle
over the debt limit
negotiations Wednesday
to attend a portrait-
unveiling ceremony
for former Speaker of
the House Paul Ryan,
R-Wis., at the Capitol in
Washington.
J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE,
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dothan High seniors
graduating Saturday
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