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SOUrdOUGH JACK:

“Heck, I’d make a great judge 

—  I always keep an open mind. 

Like that time I had to eat three 

whole pies cause I couldn’t 

decide which was best! (It was 

the blueberry.)”

The weather

Expect a mostly sunny day. 

High today ................................................... 78
Low tonight ................................................. 53

Sunrise: 4:15 a.m.
Sunset: 11:21 p.m.
WEATHEr » A3

GOOD MORNING
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Exploring national 
parks made easier

Page A6

By Jack Barnwell

The Alaska Judicial Council on Thursday 
interviewed and forwarded three candidates 
for an upcoming Superior Court judge vacan-
cy, passing along its recommendations to Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy.

The selected candidate will replace Fairbanks 
Superior Court Judge Paul Lyle, who retires lat-
er this year.

The three candidates include Palmer District 
Court Judge Tom Jamgochian, Bethel District 
Court Judge William Montgomery and Fair-
banks private attorney Amy Welch.

Fairbanks Magistrate Judges Risa Leonard 
and Spencer Ruppert were also applicants but 
withdrew their names from consideration, 
according to the AJC.

Thursday’s meeting served in part as a public 
hearing to allow Fairbanks residents to speak 
up about the three candidates.

Only Fairbanks Clerk of the Court Ruth Meier 
spoke, and she voiced support for Montgomery. 
Meier noted she has seen a three full turnovers 
in her 20 years, including on both the district 
and superior court benches.

“I’ve seen him (Montgomery) here working 
as a baby law clerk under Judge Montgom-
ery, seen him grow, get married, have children 
and become an effective leader in the Beth-
el community,” Meier said. “He encompasses 
all of the skills that are required to do this job 

Judicial council 
nominates 3 

for Fairbanks 
judge spot

Staff report

Three Interior residents were 
among seven individuals recognized 
Tuesday by Rose Dunleavy as the 
Alaska First Lady’s Volunteers of 
the Year, according to a news release 
from the governor’s office.

Rose Dunleavy is Alaska’s first 
lady, Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s wife.

“These individuals are selfless, 
caring, and make positive impacts 
on the lives of other Alaskans and 
our communities,” Dunleavy said of 
the recipients in a prepared state-
ment. “We received many impressive 
nominations this year, and the seven 

Interior residents receive Volunteers of the Year award

From left, Fairbanks resident Monte Pearson, Delta Junction resident Mindy Eggleston and North Pole 
resident Teffonie Wyman receive First Lady Volunteer of the Year awards from Alaska First Lady Rose 
Dunleavy. STATE OF ALASKA PHOTOSAWArd » A2
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By Jack Barnwell

Lathrop’s Class of 2023, like other gradu-
ating classes this year, endured a lot through 
the Covid-19 pandemic, something its student 
speakers reflected during Wednesday’s com-
mencement ceremony.

A pack of 141 Malamutes turned their tas-
sels in the latest purple wave to ripple into 
the world Wednesday night, as the speakers 
looked both back and forward.

Class valedictorian Darshan Nautiyal orig-
inally tried Googling examples of speeches, 
but it didn’t work well because none resonated 
with him.

“Our class is unique,” Nautiyal said. “Unique 
for spending a year in remote learning, for 
enduring a pandemic — and bouncing back.”

Most examples, he said, advised speaking 
about motivational experiences or inspiration-
al moments.

LATHROP HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

Lathrop unleashes new graduates

LATHROP HIGH SCREEN SHOT

Lathrop graduates toss their caps following their graduation on Wednesday, May 17, 2023.

JACK BARNWELL/NEWS-MINER

Lathrop graduates walk down the aisle at the start 
of their graduation ceremony Wednesday night, 
May 17, 2023.GrAd » A6

By Jack Barnwell

T h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e 
adopted a budget just under 
24 hours after Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy called for a special ses-

sion to have lawmakers hash 
out a compromise solution.

The House voted Thursday 
just before 7 p.m. to accept 
a $6.2 billion budget that 
includes a $1,300 dividend for 

eligible Alaskans, $34 million 
in additional capital projects 
and an $84 million surplus.

Both the Senate and House 

Alaska Legislature passes budget 
after one-day special session
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Gov. Mike Dunleavy 
called for a special 
session Wednesday 
after the 
Legislature failed 
to pass a budget 
during regular 
session. Less than 
24 hours later, 
the Legislature 
adopted a $6.2 
billion budget.SESSION » A3


