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Annual fundraiser to fight  
cancer is Saturday at the  
Alaska Airlines Center .

Chris Bieri
Anchorage Daily News

It’s been a long road for Kambe 
Padgett, who had open-heart sur-
gery 30 years ago to repair a hole 
in her heart. And it’s been a diffi-
cult one — Padgett has returned 
to the operating table for seven 
subsequent surgeries in the past 
nine years.

But when Padgett participates 
in the 2023 Alaska Heart Run & 
Walk on Saturday in Anchorage, it 
will represent both a victory and a 

redemption, the final step on her 
journey to healing.

“It will be emotional,” she said. 
“After last year, I just thought I’m 
never going to be able to do this. I 
loved to hike and run and I haven’t 
been able to do that. So even do-
ing this walk on Saturday, it’s a big 
thing for me just to say to myself, 
‘OK, I can do this.’ ”

As recently as last year, 
Padgett still suffered the effects 
of heart disease. She could bare-
ly finish the 2022 Heart Walk 
and struggled with shortness of 
breath, dizziness and fatigue. But 
after an eighth ablation procedure 
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For many participants, the Alaska Heart 
Run is part of a healing journey 
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Kambe Padgett has had eight heart surgeries over the course of her 
life and will be attending the Alaska Heart Run & Walk on Saturday .

Morgan Krakow
Anchorage Daily News

As Bartlett High School se-
niors walked across the stage 
to claim diplomas this week, 
many displayed their cultural 
pride, clothed in flags, head-
dresses, fur, beads and other 
elements important to their 
heritages.

Over the past few years fol-
lowing advocacy from students 
and families, the Anchorage 
School District has made a se-
ries of adjustments to its poli-
cy surrounding what students 
can wear at graduation cere-
monies as representations of 
their culture. This year, stu-
dents were allowed to replace 
both their cap and gown with 
traditional and cultural ele-
ments.

Oumie Fatty-Hydara, the 
school’s valedictorian, stood 
onstage draped in a cus-
tom-made stole with the flag of 
Gambia on it. The small West 
African nation is where Fat-
ty-Hydara’s parents are from. 
Fatty-Hydara said she is in-
credibly proud of her Gambian 
culture.

“Anyone that knows me, 

they know Oumie and Gambia 
is synonymous,” she said in an 
interview this week.

Fatty-Hydara said she 
hoped that as people watched 

the commencement and saw 
her in the stole, they would see 
all the different representa-
tions of culture at Bartlett, and 
see themselves in her.

“I really want people to 
know, like, you don’t have to 
come from a certain place or 
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‘I would not be who I am without it’
For Bartlett High graduates, regalia represents cultural pride

Photos by EMILY MESNER / ADN

Tenesha Williams, a coach and staff member at Bartlett High School, begins to cry as she hugs graduate Yvonne Park after Park received her diploma on stage 
at the Alaska Airlines Center in Anchorage on Tuesday . Park decorated her cap so that her two heritages were merged, featuring both the flag of South Korea 
and American Samoa . 

Oumie Fatty-Hydara celebrates her high school graduation with family at the Alaska Airlines Center in Anchorage on Tuesday .
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Girl, then 14, convicted in brutal 
1985 killings of 3 elderly people  

during home invasion in Anchorage .

Michelle Theriault Boots
Anchorage Daily News

The Alaska Court of Appeals says a 
lower court should reconsider the life sen-
tence meted out to Winona Fletcher, who 
was 14 when she and a boyfriend shot to 
death three elderly people in a home inva-
sion that shocked Anchorage in the 1980s.

“I’m hopeful for Winona it’s going to 
mean that she gets an opportunity to be re-
sentenced,” said Whitney Glover, an attor-
ney who has worked on Fletcher’s appeals 
case.

In 1985, Fletcher and her 19-year-old 
boyfriend Cordell Boyd forced their way 
into a Russian Jack-area home and killed 
husband and wife Tom Faccio, 69, and 
Ann Faccio, 70, along with Ann Faccio’s 
76-year-old sister, Emelia Elliott.
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House agrees to Permanent Fund 
dividend check of $1,300 .

Iris Samuels and Sean Maguire
Anchorage Daily News

JUNEAU — The Alaska Legislature 
finally agreed on a budget deal Thursday 
evening, ending a special legislative ses-
sion after one day.

Lawmakers in the House and Senate 
passed the spending plan a day after the 
regular 121-day legislative session ended 
with no agreement between the two cham-
bers. After lawmakers failed to agree on a 

budget, Gov. Mike Dunleavy 
immediately called lawmak-
ers into a special session.

The main point of con-
tention between the cham-
bers was — again — the 
size of the Permanent Fund 
dividend. Since lawmakers 
stopped in 2017 following 

the formula written in statute, the size of 
the annual payment to Alaskans has held 
up legislative debate and forced numerous 
special sessions.

Ultimately, House members agreed 
Thursday to the dividend figure put for-
ward by the Senate — $1,300 per eligible 
Alaskan. That’s half the amount put for-
ward by the Republican-dominated House 
majority last month. House Republicans 
who had previously championed the larger 
dividend appeared pursuaded by a slew of 
district-specific infrastructure projects.

The House majority’s proposed $2,700 
dividend would have required a draw of 
roughly $800 million from savings. But 
such a draw, which would have required 
a three-quarters vote in the House and 
Senate, did not have sufficient support in 
either chamber.

House members voted just before 7 
p.m. Thursday to agree with the Senate’s 
budget plan in a 26-14 vote. Ten House 
majority members joined all 16 minority 
members in voting in favor of the spend-
ing plan. It was a vote that put an end to a 
special session that could have otherwise 
lasted weeks.More members of the most-
ly Democratic minority voted to approve 
the final budget bill than members of the 
Republican-led majority, which long-time 
capitol watchers said was unusual and po-
tentially unheard of.

“I can’t recall a time when budget 
amendments … were slanted in favor of the 
majority to try to get votes,” said Sen. Bert 
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