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The ball came to Lucas Ma-
harry’s feet in the Silas box with
several defenders standing be-
tween him and the goal. The
Gig Harbor High School junior
forward went to work, slicing
through several defenders in a
tight space before toe-poking
the ball past the Silas goalkeeper

for a goal in the 25th minute of
the Class 3A District 3/4 boys
soccer championship game at
Sparks Stadium on Thursday
night, May 11.
“Really just trying to work

hard, get it through,” Maharry
said of his nifty goal. “I knew I
was in the 18-yard box so I just
had to finish it.”
And finish it, he did. The

moment of skill proved decisive,
as Gig Harbor went on to win

the game 1-0, hoist the district
championship trophy and re-
main undefeated heading into
the 3A state tournament.
Silas came into the contest

averaging over three goals per
game, but high-flying junior
forward Joseph Nichols and the
Rams were unable to crack the
code against Gig Harbor’s orga-
nized back line.
“Our back line really worked

together really well today,” said

Gig Harbor senior center back
Owen Ghent. “Communicating
was really key along with our
goalie and midfield as well. I

thought we really just played
well as a team.”
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Gig Harbor players celebrate with the first-place trophy after beating
Silas, 1-0, in the 3A West Central/Southwest district soccer
championship game on Thursday at Sparks Stadium in Puyallaup.
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Nine students at Pioneer
Elementary entered the Shark
Tank on Friday, May 5, and the
sharks bit at a product to keep
disabled pets happy.
All 161 fourth and fifth grad-

ers at Pioneer participated in a
week-long unit in Innovation on
3D Printing and Design.
Pioneer is the only STEAM

(science, technology, engineer-
ing, art and mathematics)
project-based learning school in
the Peninsula School District.
The unit was taught by Justin

Towners, the school’s innova-
tion specialist.
Students used Tinkercad, a

free web app for computer
assisted design (CAD) to create
a prototype of an invention or
innovation to solve real world
problems.
“This software allows stu-

dents to plan out their thinking
in a 3D way, even if they are
not planning on printing their
design with a 3D printer,”
Towner told the Gateway.
Students had a few require-

ments when it came to their
creations.
Each invention or innovation

needed to be a modification of

something that already exists or
something brand new — no
magic.
“They had to be able to cre-

ate something they could ex-
plain through engineering and
science,” Towner said.
All 161 students who created

prototypes received a 3D print
of their designs from the Pio-
neer 3D printers.
Towner gave his students the

option to enter their prototypes
into Pioneer’s second annual
Shark Tank competition, and
29 students took on the chal-
lenge.
The event mimicked the

reality TV show where entre-
preneurs present their business
plans to a panel of potential
investors.
Students and staff voted for

their favorite creations via a
Google doc sent out by Towner.
The top five creations advanced
to the Shark Tank on May 5,
where they presented their
prototypes in front of the entire
school and six sharks (the judg-
es).
Sharks were Krestin Bahr,

PSD superintendent; Natalie
Wimberly, PSD school board
president; John Savage, owner
of Egnyte Gig Harbor; Diego
Opalka, application engineer at
Egnyte; Mike Schmid, head of

publishing at Rec Room and a
Pioneer dad; and Amy Flippo,
who is a Realtor, owner of Har-
bor Nest and Pioneer mom.
At the end of the competi-

tion, the sharks crowned Jere-
my N., a fifth-grader at Pioneer,
innovator of the year for his
invention, Pet Car.
Pet Car is a motorized car for

injured and disabled pets. Pets
can get inside the car and move
around the house.
“Pets need to be happy, and

pet car helps with that,” Jeremy
N. said in front of the school.
“Pets like to move around the
house and not stay in one spot.”
He suggested the car only be

used for dogs, cats and possibly
birds.
Jeremy N. said he would

produce three different Pet Car
sizes: small ($349), medium
($549) and large ($749).
The car could be controlled

by the pet or by the owner with
an app.
Pet Car has sensors and cam-

eras that, combined with the
pets head movement, tell the
car to move in the desired di-
rection.
He told the audience to think

of Pet Car like the robotic vacu-
um, Roomba, moving around
the house, avoiding bumping
into things.
The car moves about the

same speed as your walking
pet.
The powerful motor will

allow the car to go over small
bumps, Jeremy N. said.
Jeremy N. build a replica to

show the sharks. He used a
Remote Control (RC) car he
had at home, added walls to the
sides and placed a stuff animal
inside. The model was just a bit
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Pioneer Elementary School fifth grader Jeremy N. presents his invention called “PetCar” to his peers while competing in the 2023
3D Print & Design “Shark Tank” Competition May 5 at the school in Gig Harbor. Jeremy won first place and became Pioneer Elementary’s
innovator of the year.
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Pioneer Elementary student Sydney A. adjusts her microphone
as she and her partner, Piper S., present their invention called
“Magnet Soccer Ball” to their peers while competing in the 2023 3D
Print & Design “Shark Tank” Competition on May 5 at the school in
Gig Harbor.

Gov. Jay Inslee visited King
County on May 8 to sign into
law a large package of housing-
related bills passed during the
2023 legislative session.
“This session our legislature

needed to go big so people could
go home,” Inslee said. “And our
Legislature — I’m happy to say
— has gone big this year so peo-
ple can go home.”
The governor added that

homelessness is a housing crisis
while also noting that the be-
havioral health system needs to
be improved as well.
“But fundamentally we don’t

have enough roofs for people to
be under in the state of Wash-
ington,” the governor said.
Lawmakers allocated over $1

billion dollars for the 2023-25
biennium for housing to help
construction keep pace with the
more than one million homes
that are estimated to be needed
in the state over the next 20
years.
Democratic and Republican

lawmakers said at the beginning
of the 2023 session that they
were committed to working
together to pass important hous-
ing legislation, and many of the
housing bills received support
from lawmakers of both parties.
Rep. Jessica Bateman, D-

Olympia, attended the bill sign-
ing.
“They said that 2023 was

going to be the year of housing
and we did not disappoint,”
Bateman said. “Over 50 bills
were introduced this session
related to housing. These were
bipartisan and bicameral and
they were all aimed at creating
more homes for Washington.”
She said that building housing

will now be easier because of
streamlined development reg-
ulations, permitting and design
review.
Trevor Johnson, who repre-

sented the private sector at the
signing as chief executive officer
of Blackwoods Builders Group,
said, “These actions today and
through the hard work of our
state legislators this session
gave us the tools and flexibility
to put our shared values into
action. This gives our children
the opportunity to put down
roots in the communities they
were raised in.”
The governor was expected to

sign House Bill 1474 later May
8. That bill address the history
of housing discrimination due to
racially restrictive real estate
covenants.
According to the bill, more

than 40,000 property deeds in
Washington include racially re-
strictive covenants. This legisla-
tion creates the Covenant Home-
ownership Account and program.
The bill was sponsored by Rep.
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