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Record rains this winter may
have dampened Northern Cali-
fornia, but wildfire season is still
coming — and certain regions
will see it sooner than others.
Temperatures in the region

are warming up, slowly drying
up land drenched in early 2023
storms.
According to the state’s De-

partment of Water Resources,
California is experiencing one of
the largest snowpacks in history,
with about 126 inches of snow
depth and 54 inches of snow
water as of April 3, the last offi-

cial measurement.
Typically, peak Northern

California fire season begins in
June or July and can run through
November, according to the
Western Fire Chiefs Associ-
ation.
Ken Pimlott, retired chief of

the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection,
said because of the snowpack,
the onset of this season could be
delayed a number of months
compared to the last several
years.
“Predicting any fire season is

always a challenge,” said Pim-
lott, who now works with El
Dorado County Fire Safe Coun-
cil on wildfire preparedness and

prevention projects.
“You can’t pin down exactly

what will happen because
weather patterns and things can

change over the course of the
summer.”
While there might be a delay,

parts of the region are more at

risk for fires than others — and
the threat isn’t going away.
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Smoke from the Creek Fire billows beyond a ridge near Huntington Lake in California on Sept. 5, 2020.

SEE WILDFIRE, 2A

A man was in custody last
week accused of breaking into
a home where his ex-girlfriend

was staying before he was shot
by another man inside, the
Madera County Sheriff’s Office
said.
A 911 call for help came in

about 10:30 p.m. May 8 from a
home on Big River Way in

Coarsegold, the sheriff’s office
said, after the man broke into
the home.
The man inside the resi-

dence, who called 911, was
stabbed in the head and chest
by a suspect, the sheriff’s office

said. The caller was able to
retrieve a gun and shot the
suspect, a 32-year-old man
from Orange Cove, once in his
shoulder.
Both men were taken to area

hospitals for treatment.
The man who was shot was

arrested after he was treated
and booked into Madera Coun-
ty Jail on suspicion of felonies
including attempted murder
and assault with a deadly wea-
pon, the sheriff’s office said.

He was still in custody on
May 10, according to jail re-
cords, and was held without
bail.
Anyone with information

regarding the case was asked
by deputies to contact Madera
County detectives at
559-675-7770.
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campground wasn’t expected
to be open because of an ongo-
ing rehabilitation project. That
project should last until 2024
or 2025, according to the park
service’s website.
The White Wolf camp-

ground usually opens in mid-
July, with the exact dates
based on the opening of the
Tioga Road.
Tioga Road, which connects

Yosemite to the east side of
California near Lee Vining, is
closed each winter and typical-
ly reopens in late May or early
June. It is expected to open
later than usual this summer.

WHEN WILL THE HALF
DOME CABLES GO UP?
It’s a similar situation at

Two campgrounds in Yose-
mite National Park may not
open for the season following
the harsh winter and record-
breaking snowpack.
The forum site Yosemitenews

reported May 10 that the sea-
sonal lodges at Tuolumne
Meadows and White Wolf
would not open in 2023. The
National Park service confirmed
to The Fresno Bee on May 11
that those lodgings on Tioga
Road will remain closed and
opening dates for campgrounds
and other facilities at those sites
have not yet been determined.
The Tuolumne Meadows

Half Dome, said Yosemite
spokesperson Scott Gediman.
The rock’s cable system, which
allows hikers to climb the sum-
mit without equipment, is
usually installed around Me-
morial Day, but heavy snow-
pack has delayed that installa-
tion.
There is no estimate on

when the cables will be in-
stalled this season, Gediman
said.
In the past (with less snow

than this season), the cables
have gone up in early to late
June.
The park is feeling other

effects from the winter storms
and recently reopened parts of
Yosemite Valley that had been
closed due to fear of flooding.

The Merced River ultimately
peaked below flood stage, but
snow survey levels in the river
basin were 232% of normal for
May 1, the park service said on
social media.
“There is still a lot of snow to

melt, so there may be some
periods between late April and
early July when Yosemite Valley
is inaccessible due to flooding.
River-related recreation, like
rafting, swimming, and pic-
nicking in picnic areas along the
river, is likely to be unavailable
until sometime in July even
when Yosemite Valley is open.”
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A family walks on a boardwalk through a flooded Sentinel Meadow on April 28 in Yosemite Valley.
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Afternoon high temperatures
well above normal for this time of
year are hitting central California,
setting the stage for speeding up
the melting of a record Sierra
Nevada snowpack and potentially
adding to flood concerns in the
Tulare Lake basin.
“Confidence is overall high

that we will be in a summer-like
pattern for an extended period
of time” into much of this week,
the National Weather Service
reported in a forecast discussion
Friday.
A heat advisory was issued

Friday for the period from noon
Saturday through Monday eve-
ning, with forecasters urging
people to stay out of the sun and
remain in air-conditioned
rooms, to drink plenty of fluids,
to check on vulnerable relatives
and neighbors, and not to leave
children or pets unattended in
vehicles.
While the Valley will see tem-

peratures soar, “the mountains
are going to warm up more than
the Valley, in terms of the
amount of warming,” meteorol-
ogist David Spector, from the
National Weather Service office
in Hanford, told The Fresno Bee
on Friday. “We’re going to see
increased snowmelt especially
by early (this) week.”
The increased melt of the mas-

sive volume of snow in the south-
ern Sierra Nevada on the Valley’s
eastern flank may push rivers
including the Kings, Kaweah and
Tule rivers past the capacity of
their channels in the upper
reaches above the foothill dams,
Spector said, “so we might see
some flooding up there.”
In the Valley, however, “only

the Kings River has flooding
below (Pine Flat) Dam,” he
added. Whatever water that’s
released from Pine Flat Dam to
make room for more melting

Calif.’s ‘big
melt’ of snow
set to kick
into high gear
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