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Senior UAE and UK officials 
held their first London strate-
gic dialogue meeting yesterday, 
and committed to the event  
becoming a platform for deeper 
co-operation.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Co-operation, 
led the talks alongside British 
Foreign Minister James Clever-
ly. They said the UAE-UK stra-

tegic dialogue would advance 
peace, security and growth.

“The enduring ties between 
the UAE and UK – further ele-
vated by the Partnership for the 
Future – provide a model plat-
form of international co-oper-
ation to address the pressing 
challenges of our time and pur-
sue opportunities that promise 
to bolster prosperity for our 
peoples across diverse areas of 
co-operation, including ener-
gy, climate change mitigation, 
science and technology, securi-

ty, and people-to-people ties,” 
Sheikh Abdullah said.

Sheikh Abdullah also held 
talks with Grant Shapps, the 
UK’s Energy Security and Net 
Zero Secretary, to review co-op-
eration across sectors includ-
ing trade and energy.

Discussions addressed cli-
mate change and international 
action to protect the planet’s 
future, emphasising the UAE’s 
preparations to host the Cop28 
climate change summit.

The countries said climate 

action stands out as a common 
priority for economic growth 
and multilateral co-operation.

Tobias Ellwood, chairman of 
the UK’s defence select com-
mittee, welcomed the meet-
ings in London.

“The UAE proves itself to be a 
loyal UK ally and a worthy mem-
ber of the UN Security Council 
in 2023, one which pushes for 
constructive engagement with-
out compromising its core val-
ues in a troubled region,” he 
wrote in The Daily Telegraph. Mr 

Ellwood said the UAE-UK Sov-
ereign Investment Partnership 
was “investing millions in key 
innovation-led sectors: tech-
nology, infrastructure, health 
care and life sciences, and 
clean and renewable energy”.

Dr Anwar Gargash, diplomatic 
adviser to the President, said the 
strategic dialogue brought the 
UAE and UK together in fields 
such as science and technology.

The SIP is the central invest-
ment platform under the 2021 
Partnership for the Future.

UAE and UK hold first strategic dialogue meeting in London
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London

TWO MILLION SIGN UP FOR 
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

 ▶ Minister sets out progress of major UAE policy and Emiratisation drive at FNC meeting

Two million workers have 
signed up to the UAE’s unem-
ployment insurance scheme 
since it was introduced this 
year, a minister said yesterday.

Abdulrahman Al Awar, Min-
ister of Human Resources and 
Emiratisation, said 40,000 of 
those enrolled were Emirati.

Mr Al Awar delivered an up-
date on the progress of the 
nationwide initiative during a 

meeting of the Federal Nation-
al Council in Abu Dhabi.

He also briefed council mem-
bers on the progress of the 
country’s Emiratisation drive.

The number of citizens work-
ing in the private sector has 
reached 66,000 – with more 
than 10,000 hired in the first 
three months of this year, Mr  
Al Awar said.

He said the figures empha-
sised the ministry’s commit-
ment to bolstering the number 

of Emiratis who worked in the 
private sector.

Under the initiative, compa-
nies with more than 50 employ-
ees were required to ensure 2 
per cent of their workforce was 
Emirati by January 1. Compa-
nies in free zones are exempt.

Employers must meet a target 
of 4 per cent by January 1, with 
the rate increasing to 10 per 
cent by the end of 2026.

The unemployment scheme 
aims to provide a safety net 

for employees in the public 
and private sectors if they lose  
their jobs.

The scheme, announced last 
May, will pay citizens and resi-
dents for three months if their 
job is ended by employers.

To be eligible, employees 
must be registered and pay an 
insurance premium based on 
their monthly salary.

The deadline for registration 
is June 30, the ministry said.

The scheme applies to all pri-

vate and federal sector staff, 
with the exception of investors, 
business owners who manage 
their company, domestic work-
ers, temporary staff, under-18s 
and retirees with a pension who 
have joined a new employer.

Compensation will be paid 
for up to three months from 
the date a person loses their 
job, calculated at 60 per cent 
of their basic salary for a max-
imum of Dh20,000 ($5,445) a 
month, the ministry said.
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Etihad chief 
confident  
of growth 
despite 
challenges
JOHN BENNY

Etihad Airways is confident 
about expanding its business 
despite signs of a global eco-
nomic slowdown, its chief 
executive said yesterday.

The Abu Dhabi-based air-
line aims to triple its passen-
ger numbers to 30 million 
and double its fleet to 150 
aircraft by 2030.

“The aviation industry is 
facing a big challenge right 
now [and] we are lucky to be 
in a region that’s growing, 
even though there are chal-
lenges in the global econo-
my,” Antonoaldo Neves told 
delegates at the International 
Air Transport Association’s 
Ground Handling Confer-
ence in Abu Dhabi.

Evidence of his commit-
ment to expansion came with 
the announcement yester-
day that Etihad is launching 
flights to the Japanese city of 
Osaka in October. 

At the Abu Dhabi confer-
ence, Mr Neves emphasised 
how Eitihad’s home region 
offered major opportunity. 

“We are in a region where 
the gross domestic product 
growth is at least 5 per cent, 
and when you see GDP grow-
ing 5 per cent, aviation grows 
by 10 per cent,” he said.

 The UAE, the Arab world’s 
second-largest economy, is 
estimated to have grown by 
7.6 per cent last year, mark-
ing its highest expansion in 
11 years, after GDP rose by 
3.9 per cent in 2021, the UAE 
Central Bank said.

In the Mena region, real 
GDP grew by 5.3 per cent 
last year, reflecting strong 
domestic demand and a re-
bound in oil production, 
the International Monetary  
Fund has said.

But growth is expected to 
decelerate this year to 3.1 
per cent, before picking up 
slightly to 3.4 per cent next 
year, the fund said.

The region’s aviation in-
dustry will record “amazing” 
growth over the next decade, 
Mr Neves said.

Etihad plans to grow by 10 
per cent annually in the next 
seven years – in terms of the 
number of passengers and 
available seats per kilometre.

“I don’t see any reason why 
this airline cannot deliver 30 
million passengers here … 
and this is only possible be-
cause of the great infrastruc-
ture that we’re going to be 
using later this year in Abu 
Dhabi,” Mr Neves said.

Abu Dhabi’s much-awaited 
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Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation, speaks to British Foreign Secretary James Cleverly in London yesterday. The 
UAE delegation for the strategic dialogue meeting included senior officials such as Dr Anwar Gargash, diplomatic adviser to the President MOFAIC 


