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■ The 76th edition of the Cannes Film Festival got underway yesterday with the premiere of
Johnny Depp-starrer Jeanne du Barry. Seen above are the film’s director Maiwenn, centre,
and cast members Pauline Pollman, Diego Le Fur, Johnny Depp and Pierre Richard at the
red carpet ahead of the star-studded opening ceremony. SEEALSOTABLOID

CANNES FILM FESTIVAL KICKS OFF

Big boost for
Dubai family
businesses
CENTRE LAUNCHED TO HELP FAMILIES
SUSTAIN OWNERSHIP OF COMPANIES
DUBAI

D ubai yesterday
launched a dedicated
centre to develop an
integrated system to
support the growth of

family businesses in the emirate.
Inaugurated by Shaikh Mak-

toum Bin Mohammad Bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, First Deputy Ruler
of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance of the
UAE, Dubai Centre for Family
Businesses will focus on develop-
ing the managerial skills of part-
ners in family businesses, as well
as founders, members and their
children, in an effort to achieve a
smooth transition of leadership.
The centre, established as

part of the Dubai Chambers’ or-
ganisational structure, also aims
to familiarise owners of fam-
ily businesses with government
services, in addition to encour-
aging them to adopt sound gov-
ernance systems to ensure the
sustainability and family own-
ership of their companies.
“The inauguration of the

Dubai Centre for Family Busi-
nesses aims to strengthen the
economic system that the emir-

ate provides to support family
businesses, develop the business
community, establish confi-
dence in the business environ-
ment, and enhance the sector’s
ability to keep pace with global
developments to ensure sustain-
able economic growth,” Shaikh
Maktoum said.
Local and international fam-

ily businesses can register with
the centre for free, irrespective
of their size or market share.
The centre will also organise

events, exhibitions, and confer-
ences in areas related to family
businesses and family owner-
ship.
Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair, Chair-

manofDubai Chambers stressed
that the centre will provide an
integrated systemof support and
training programmes on strate-
gic issues of interest to all family
businesses.
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WHO issues warning against
using artificial sweeteners

GENEVA

Artificial sweeteners,
used to replace sugar in
a vast range of products,

do not help in losing weight
and can have serious health
effects, according to theWorld
Health Organisation.
The United Nations’ health

agencyhas releasednewguide-
lines advising against using so-
called non-sugar sweeteners
or NSS. A systematic review of
available evidence “suggests

that use of NSS does not confer
any long-termbenefit in reduc-
ing body fat in adults or chil-
dren”, theWHO said.
In addition, results from

the review “suggest that there
may be potential undesirable

effects from long-term use of
NSS, such as an increased risk
of type 2 diabetes, cardiovas-
cular diseases and mortality
in adults”.
Sweeteners are consumed

by millions of people every
day in products like diet soda
or to sweeten coffee, partly
as a way to avoid weight gain
from sugar. But how healthy
these substitutes are has long
been a matter of controversy.
The WHO’s director for nu-

trition and food safety, Franc-
esco Branca, stressed that re-
placing ordinary sugar with
artificial sweeteners “does not
help with weight control in
the long term”. —AFP

Says non-sugar
sweeteners can have
serious health effects According toWHO,

themost widely used
sweeteners are acesulfame
K, aspartame, advantame,
cyclamates, neotame,
saccharin, sucralose, stevia
and stevia derivatives.

—AFP
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DUBAI CHANGES LIVES

Local and international
family businesses can
register with the centre
for free, irrespective
of their size or market
share.
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