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On the morning of Monday, May 15, 2023, the Wichita Falls
Police Department held a memorial ceremony to honor fallen
offi�cers, not just in Wichita Falls, but nationally as well.

“It’s police week, it is what it is ... and one day during po-
lice week is our memorial service where we recognize and
remember our fallen offi�cers; locally and nationally, includ-
ing those in the military and protecting our nation overseas,”
said Manuel Borrego, Wichita Falls Chief of Police.

Members from Sheppard Air Force Base, as well as the
Wichita Falls Fire Department and other local authorities
were in attendance to honor those who have fallen.

The ceremony began with a procession of offi�cers led by
two bag pipers. The Mayor of Wichita Falls Stephen Santella-
na read a proclamation, and Chief Borrego spoke about the
fallen offi�cers. In closing, a wreath was laid upon the memori-
al stone followed by a three-volley salute with rifl�es.

“I’ve been doing this for 40 years, and it’s a dangerous job
out there. These men and women give a lot out there to pro-
tect our communities...so when we have a fallen offi�cer we
understand the importance of his or her dedication and com-
mitment to their community that they’re willing to put their
life on the line and unfortunately the reality is that its a dan-
gerous profession and our offi�cers are going to get hurt and
killed from time to time so its important that we remember
them and never let them be forgotten,” said Chief Borrego.

Chief Borrego stated how they have such a grateful com-
munity; for everyone that’s come out and supported them
and understands that they have a diffi�cult job to do but that
they’re here to do it. 

“You call us, we’ll come,” said Chief Borrego.

‘We never let them
be forgotten’

Families of fallen police officers are given flower bouquets during the Wichita Falls Police Department Memorial
Ceremony on Monday. PHOTOS BY NAOMI SKINNER/TIMES RECORD NEWS
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A gun salute was performed during the Wichita Falls Police
Department Memorial Ceremony.

Wichita Falls has a new fi�re chief.
City Manager Darron Leiker an-

nounced at Tuesday’s City Council
meeting he has chosen interim chief
Donald Hughes for the permanent po-
sition. He will replace former chief Ken
Prillaman, who retired in March.

Leiker said Hughes has been with
the Wichita Falls Fire Department

since 1984. In his career
he has served as fi�re-
fi�ghter, fi�re equipment
operator, lieutenant,
captain, battalion chief
and interim chief on
two occasions.

He has also had lead-
ership positions in the

Wichita Falls Professional Firefi�ghters
Association and the Firefi�ghters Relief
and Retirement Fund.

Leiker said his decision was based
on Hughes’ years of experience, edu-
cation and his years in rank and posi-
tion.

“He has vast historical knowledge
related to the budget, the meet-and-
confer process,” Leiker said. “So be-
cause of all that, I’m very confi�dent
that Donald Hughes will make an ex-
cellent fi�re chief.”

Councilors voted unanimously in
favor of the appointment.

Hughes
chosen as
permanent
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COLUMBUS, Ohio – With other
state lawmakers seated around her in
the Ohio House, Democratic state Rep.
Tavia Galonski got to her feet and be-
gan to loudly chant, “One person, one
vote!” 

The former Teamster’s cry spread
quickly through the visitors gallery,
then began to rise from the throng of
protesters gathered outside in the
statehouse rotunda. Struggling to be
heard over the din, the Republican
speaker ordered spectators cleared
from the chamber.

Last week’s striking scene came as
Ohio joined a growing number of Re-
publican-leaning states that are mov-
ing to undermine direct democracy by
restricting citizens’ ability to bypass
lawmakers through ballot initiatives
and constitutional amendments.

The Ohio proposal will ask voters 

GOP states
try to restrict
ballot
initiatives
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In a split vote, the Wichita Falls City
Council on Tuesday approved the relo-
cation of hundreds of small artifacts
from the defunct Wichita Falls Railroad
Museum to the Museum of North Texas
History (MNTH).

Although the small artifacts' dona-
tion was the only offi�cial business on
this agenda item, the idea of resurrec-
ting the railroad museum downtown got
such an outpouring of support that the
city will put off� eff�orts to sell the old rail-
road cars.

The former museum sat on property

at the tracks downtown owned by the
city and was abandoned three years ago
by the nonprofi�t that operated it. All the
displays, including rolling stock and

small artifacts, were left on the proper-
ty.

Alyssa Johnston, president of a
newly formed group, made a plea to
councilors to consider leasing the
property and its rolling stock to her
group.

“We are asking for permission to
move forward to formally form a non-
profi�t … to enter into a lease agreement
with the city,” Johnston said. “If we
need to partner with the Museum of
North Texas History, if we can fi�gure
out strategically where it goes, why it
goes and who does what, we’re happy
to work with them.”

City Council gives railroad museum
backers time to get eff�orts rolling
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See MUSEUM, Page 3A

The Wichita Falls Railroad Museum on
Ninth Street.
CHRISTOPHER WALKER/TIMES RECORD NEWS

Hughes

Supporters and opponents of a
GOP-backed measure that would
make it harder to amend the Ohio
constitution pack the statehouse
rotunda Wednesday in Columbus,
Ohio. SAMANTHA HENDRICKSON/AP FILE
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