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COLUMBUS, Ohio – With other
state lawmakers seated around her in
the Ohio House, Democratic state Rep.
Tavia Galonski got to her feet and be-
gan to loudly chant, “One person, one
vote!” 

The former Teamster’s cry spread
quickly through the visitors gallery,
then began to rise from the throng of
protesters gathered outside in the
statehouse rotunda. Struggling to be
heard over the din, the Republican
speaker ordered spectators cleared
from the chamber.

Last week’s striking scene came as
Ohio joined a growing number of Re-
publican-leaning states that are mov-
ing to undermine direct democracy by
restricting citizens’ ability to bypass
lawmakers through ballot initiatives
and constitutional amendments.

The Ohio proposal will ask voters
during an August special election to
boost the threshold for passing consti-
tutional amendments to 60% rather
than a simple majority. It also would
double the number of counties where
signatures must be collected, adding
an extra layer of diffi�culty to qualifying
initiatives for the ballot.

The Missouri Legislature failed to
approve a similar measure on Friday,
but Republicans vowed to bring the is-
sue back in 2024 in an attempt to head
off� a citizens’ eff�ort to restore abortion
rights in the state through a constitu-
tional amendment.

A similar measure will be on North
Dakota’s ballot next year, while one in
the works in Idaho would ask voters to
increase signature requirements im-
posed on petition gatherers. In Wis-
consin, which does not allow state-
wide citizen initiatives, Republicans
who control the Legislature have pro-
posed prohibiting local governments
from placing advisory questions on
ballots. Such referenda are sometimes
used to boost voter turnout, though re-
sults don’t carry the weight of law.
Florida Republicans added new hur-
dles to that state’s constitutional
amendment process in 2020. 

The trend has taken off� as Demo-
crats and left-leaning groups frustrat-
ed by legislative gerrymandering that
locks them out of power in state legis-
latures are increasingly turning to the
initiative process to force public votes
on issues that are opposed by Repub-
lican lawmakers yet popular among
voters. Only about half the states,
mostly in the Western U.S., allow some
form of citizen ballot initiative.

In Ohio, voters have proposed using
the initiative process to enshrine abor-
tion rights in the state constitution
this November, as well as to increase
the minimum wage, to legalize recre-
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San Angelo's Tuesday Morning is
closing July 1, unless the stores sells out

of merchandise before then, according
to a store employee.

Tuesday Morning is closing all of its
stores. The chain fi�led for its second
bankruptcy in three years this February.
Its fi�rst bankruptcy was fi�led in May

2020 during the COVID pandemic.
Items are marked up to 30% off� the

lowest ticketed price, according to the
discount home goods retailer.

Gift cards will are no longer being ac-
cepted.

Select fi�xtures, furnishings and
equipment will also be for sale. 

The store at 3578 Knickerbocker
Road is open from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday and 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
on Sunday.

Tuesday Morning closing July 1, sales going on now
Rosanna Fraire
San Angelo Standard-Times
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Water released early this year from
New Mexico dams made it to the Bor-
derland on Monday.

Rio Grande water began fl�owing from
Caballo Lake at 6 a.m. Friday — almost
two weeks earlier than last year, offi�-
cials said.

Late rainfall and winter runoff� made
the diff�erence, said James Narvaez, Ele-
phant Butte Irrigation District irrigation
systems director.

Some farmers in the district should
be able to access the water for their land
by Thursday, he said.

The allotment will be 14 inches this
year, up from 6 inches last year.

For the El Paso County Water Im-
provement District No. 1, the 2023 water
season initial water allotment for irrig-
able land will start Wednesday, accord-
ing to its website.

The allotments will be order driven —
no orders, no water, the El Paso County
district said.

The district said the initial allotment
will be 30 inches.

See more photos at elpasotimes.com.

Rio Grande begins to
look like a river again

The Rio Grande flows east in Canutillo on Monday as it enters the Borderland after being released Friday from Caballo
Dam for the annual allotment of water for Southern New Mexico, Texas and Mexico. PHOTOS BY OMAR ORNELAS/EL PASO TIMES 
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Water in the Rio Grande flows east in Sunland Park, New Mexico, on Monday.
Water released into the river from Caballo Dam on Friday began to approach
the Borderland.


