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Vandy’s Austin an old-school
player with a wild NIL deal. 1B
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New data from the Associated Press
shows that Black crime victims are dis-
proportionately denied aid through

Tennessee’s victim compensation fund,
a pattern that held up in nearly all states
that AP researched.

Victims can be denied for many dif-
ferent reasons, and most of the time it’s
because the state didn’t receive the doc-
umentation required to make a claim.

But there are also subjective reasons for
denial, such as not cooperating with po-
lice, which are disproportionately used
against Black victims and their families,
and which experts say are rooted in ra-
cial biases.

But while Black victims have been

disproportionately denied compensa-
tion, data from Tennessee shows that
they have also received larger pay-
ments, on average.

After a crime occurs, victims or their 

Black victims denied aid more often
However, state data shows that on average they have received larger payments
Evan Mealins
Nashville Tennessean
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See DENIED AID, Page 15A

A regional governing body for the
Presbyterian Church in America on
Friday indefi�nitely suspended a high-

profi�le Nashville pastor
for overseeing a toxic
work culture.

The Rev. Scott Sauls,
senior pastor of Christ
Presbyterian Church,
was already on indefi�-
nite leave in a church-
level decision.

The Nashville Pres-
bytery’s decision is more serious dis-
cipline for Sauls and throws his future
with Christ Presbyterian into ques-
tion. Due to Sauls’ prominence both
within and outside the PCA, the cen-
sure is expected to have a ripple eff�ect
throughout the denomination.

Church
group
indefi�nitely
suspends
pastor
Sauls investigation 
cites toxic work culture 

Liam Adams
Nashville Tennessean
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See SAULS, Page 15A

Sauls

A bug bite caused Julie Curtis to become allergic to meat and,
as a result, upended her life.

A Lone Star tick got on her skin while she was working on her
farm in Mt. Juliet. It initially caused a red welt the size of a base-
ball and produced mild symptoms that seemed like normal fa-
tigue: achy joints and dizziness. 

But, before long, eating a variety of meats – or even consum-
ing products whose ingredients included by-products of those
animals, such as marshmallows – made her sick. Doctors 

TICK, TICK, BOOM
Bug season gets worse every year

Julie Curtis sits in a fi�eld, which is part of 115 acres owned by a neighbor that she and her husband
manage, in Mt. Juliet. She was bitten by a tick in 2021 and developed an allergy to red meat, known as
alpha-gal syndrome. MARK ZALESKI/THE TENNESSEAN
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Tennessee counted 372

cases of Lyme disease

between 2012 and 2022,

according to the Health

Department. Most years,

the state sees a few

dozen cases. See TICKS, Page 10A


