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SAVE ON 
WINDOWS
& DOORS!

$0 Money Down
$0 Interest
$0 Monthly Payments
          for 12 months1

AND

40%
OFF1

BUY ONE, GET ONE

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Call by July 31 
to schedule your FREE consultation.

  

731-224-8858

100% Made in the USA
Save by buying Factory Direct

Use Promo Code: USAToday

Toll Free :
731-300-9839

www.tablepad.com

PROTECT
PRESERVE
• Buffets
• Coffee & End Tables
• Pianos
• Conference Tables

PROTECT YOUR TREASURED TABLE FOREVER

from scratches, rings, spills, stains, heat, burns, dents
“Just Like Grandma’s!”

CUSTOM TABLE PADS

50% OFF
CUSTOM TABLE CLOTH

Any size • Any Shape Any Color
(not available in department stores)

Protect Your Table Without Hiding Its Beauty 

Buy 1 – Get 1 Free

WORLD’S 1st MINI-TABLE PAD 
(The “Table PaddieTM”)

Tailor-made price: 4¢ per sq. in. - You pay 2¢ 

$150
Factory Direct 

From

Memorial Day 

Savings!

Tennessee is planting its fl�ag as
America’s leader in new nuclear ener-
gy technology.

Amid the planned expansion of nu-
clear energy innovation in Tennessee,
Gov. Bill Lee on May 16 signed an exec-
utive order establishing a state nucle-
ar advisory council.

During an appearance at Zeanah
Engineering Complex at the Univer-

sity of Tennessee at Knoxville, Lee
said a new 15-member Tennessee Nu-
clear Energy Advisory Council would
include members of his administra-
tion, the Tennessee General Assem-
bly, the state’s congressional delega-
tion and key nuclear industry stake-
holders.

The members have not been
named. Lee said he will “make those
appointments in the next couple of
months.”

The advisory council will:
h Identify legislative, policy and

budgetary changes that could elim-
inate regulatory, workforce or edu-
cation barriers in order to expand
nuclear energy facilities in Tennes-
see.

h Fund opportunities for state
government, local governments and
the private sector. 

h Examine storage and waste
practices.

h Pursue partnerships with feder-
al agencies.

Gov. Lee establishes state
nuclear energy council
Keenan Thomas
Knoxville News Sentinel
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The COVID-19 public health emer-
gency has offi�cially come to an end
more than three years after the pan-
demic was declared and claimed the
lives of about 1.125 million Americans,
including 29,542 in Tennessee.

Most Tennesseans will notice little
change in their daily lives, as the worst
of the pandemic and its restrictions
have long since been over. Local health
agencies also say the federal change in
designation will have little impact on
their own operations.

“Based on CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention) information,
we do not anticipate any changes,”
said Tennessee Department of Health
spokesman Dean Flener. “The Tennes-
see Department of Health will con-
tinue to ensure Tennesseans have ac-
cess to COVID prevention resources.”

Matt Peters, spokesman for the
Metro Nashville Public Health Depart-
ment, said most of its pandemic-relat-
ed activities ended in 2022. But the de-
partment will continue to off�er CO-
VID-19 vaccinations free of charge
while supplies last.

After that, fees for vaccinations will
work as they do for others: those who
are covered by TennCare will get them
for free, and others without health in-
surance would be provided shots on a
sliding scale. 

The department will also continue
to distribute at-home tests for free
while supplies last, Peters said. After
that, the department will decide
whether to order more, he said.

No more free tests

As suggested above, the end of the
federal emergency means an end to
the requirement that private insurers
and Medicare provide eight free at-
home COVID-19 tests per month. Simi-
larly, vaccines will continue to be free
as long as federal supplies last. They
will also be free through in-network
insurance providers and Aff�ordable
Care Act plans.

Also ending is the requirement that
insurance plans cover COVID tests or-
dered by medical clinicians, with no
out-of-pocket charges. KFF, a non-
profi�t organization focused on health 

COVID-19
health
emergency
is over,
now what? 
Frank Gluck
Nashville Tennessean
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The West Tennessee Strawberry
Festival returned to Humboldt for its
85th year with Friday’s events com-
mencing with the grand parade and

followed by the Governor’s Luncheon. 

Friday’s parade, hometown 
local as Grand Marshall

The festival began on Monday and
ran through Saturday afternoon along
Main Street. Food truck vendors, carni-
val rides and rollercoasters, and an
abundance of strawberries took over the
streets as families from around the
country fl�ocked to Humboldt. 

Humboldt Mayor Marvin Sikes de-
scribed Friday’s parade as a “homecom-
ing” that builds momentum throughout
the entire week of the festival. 

“I don’t know how many people were
there but it was a lot,” Sikes said. “We
start planning so early, but you know, I
can’t help but love the parade, and the
carnival, and the food. It’s just a won-
derful week.” 

Barry the Strawberry photographed during opening day of the 2023 West Tennessee Strawberry Festival in Humboldt on
May 8. JAMAR COACH/JACKSON SUN

A very berry good time 
West TN Strawberry
Festival marks 85th year

Sarah Best
Jackson Sun
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