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N
aya Abbey was trying to get a new job.

With some better pay and stability,

maybe she and her friend could get se-

rious about the cleaning business

they’d talked about. But two felony charges came

up when the company ran her name — evading ar-

rest and reckless endangerment.

There went her chance at getting that new job at Cigna.
Then she lost the job she had as a temporary worker at Cig-
na due to the charges.

The charges stemmed from a traffi�c stop a few weeks be-
fore, when Abbey had been pulled over and ordered by offi�-
cers with drawn weapons to exit the car she was driving,
her 8-year-old autistic son silent in the backseat as she was

Her life was upended,
then charges dropped 

Naya Abbey, 34, sits for a portrait in
Pontiac, Mich. “I never had a record
until they gave me one,” said Abbey,
who was arrested in Nashville in 2019
and charged with a felony for evading
arrest. Abbey is now suing Nashville
police, the officer involved and
Davidson County. “It’s been a
rollercoaster. I feel like the universe
put me in this position to fi�ght
because I’m a fi�ghter and want to
help people.”
SARAHBETH MANEY/DETROIT FREE PRESS

She’s suing offi�cer
and MNPD, which
settled similar
case vs. same cop 

Evan Mealins Nashville Tennessean | USA TODAY NETWORK – TENN.

See TRAFFIC STOP, Page 6A

Debated Murfreesboro impact fees on new homes
range from $1 to $3 per square foot to help pay for
growth.

Murfreesboro City Council member Shawn Wright
proposed a $3 per square foot fee on new homes and

town houses that average around 2,500 square feet,
which would generate $7,500 per average dwelling in
revenues. His plan is less than than a proposed fl�at
$10,952 fee per new home to help pay for building
schools, parks, roads and fi�re stations, and investments
in other public safety property, such as police patrol
cars. 

A real estate broker, Wright during a Wednesday
(May 10) meeting made a $3 per square foot impact fee

proposal on new homes with the initial backing of Vice
Mayor Bill Shacklett and fellow Councilman Austin
Maxwell. Council members, Jami Averwater, Madelyn
Scales Harris and Kirt Wade, however, want a lower im-
pact fee.

“I would like to see us start out with a $1 per square
square foot impact fee per house for the fi�rst year and 

See HOMES, Page 10A

MURFREESBORO CITY COUNCIL

Impact fee options on new homes divisive
Scott Broden
Murfreesboro Daily News Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

The COVID-19 public health emergency has offi�cial-
ly come to an end more than three years after the pan-
demic was declared and claimed the lives of about 1.125
million Americans, including 29,542 in Tennessee.

Most Tennesseans will notice little change in their
daily lives, as the worst of the pandemic and its re-
strictions have long since been over. Local health agen-
cies also say the federal change in designation will
have little impact on their own operations.

“Based on CDC (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) information, we do not anticipate any
changes,” said Tennessee Department of Health
spokesman Dean Flener. “The Tennessee Department
of Health will continue to ensure Tennesseans have
access to COVID prevention resources.”

Matt Peters, spokesman for the Metro Nashville
Public Health Department, said most of its pandemic-
related activities ended in 2022. But the department
will continue to off�er COVID-19 vaccinations free of
charge while supplies last.

After that, fees for vaccinations will work as they do
for others: those who are covered by TennCare will get
them for free, and others without health insurance
would be provided shots on a sliding scale. 

The department will also continue to distribute at-
home tests for free while supplies last, Peters said. Af-
ter that, the department will decide whether to order 

RN Molly Bernard cares for a COVID-19 patient in
the room with protective gear on at Vanderbilt ICU
in Nashville Jan. 10, 2022. The COVID-19 public
health emergency has officially ended.
STEPHANIE AMADOR/THE TENNESSEAN

See COVID-19, Page 2A

Most locals to notice
little change after
end of the COVID-19
health emergency
Frank Gluck
Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY Network – Tennessee


