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More news, fresher news

COLUMBIA, S.C.
South Carolina Republicans

control both State House cham-
bers, the governor’s and state-
wide offices.
In 2020, Republicans flipped

back a Democrat-held seat,
made more red in the last re-
districting cycle, and secured
their hold over U.S. Sen. Lind-
sey Graham’s Senate seat, de-
feating Democrat Jaime Harri-
son, who now chairs the Demo-
cratic National Committee.
Still, two Republicans vying

to replace Drew McKissick say
the state Republican Party
chairman has not done enough
to push conservative values — a
race symbolic of the national
and statewide intraparty squab-
bles in the Trump era over the

past several years.
This Saturday, a simple ma-

jority of the expected 943 state
GOP delegates who’ll descend
on Lexington’s River Bluff High
School will decide their next
chairman and the face of the
party before the 2024 presi-
dential election.
McKissick is running for his

fourth two-year term against
Greenville County’s Jeff Davis,
who was once thrown out of a
state executive meeting, and
Zoe Warren, who unsuccessful-
ly ran for lieutenant governor in
2022 on a joint ticket with Har-
rison Musselwhite, also known
as “Trucker Bob.”
McMaster, a Richland Coun-

ty delegate, told reporters earli-
er this month that he’s backing
McKissick, first elected chair in
2017.
“He’s done I think a fine job

over the years,” said McMaster,

who served as S.C. GOP chair-
man from 1993-2002. “I can
see that the party is moving
well. We’re winning elections
and we have a good chairman.
When your team is winning you
don’t change the coach.”
Davis and Warren say it’s not

the winning that’s the problem
with McKissick, but it’s whether
the party has done enough to
elect Republicans who will pass
conservative legislation in the
State House.
Both cite a ranking by The

Center for Legislative Account-
ability, an initiative of the Con-
servative Political Action Coali-
tion, that rates South Carolina’s
General Assembly as the 27th
most conservative state
legislature in the country in
2021. The organization bases
its ratings on a review of more
than 105,000 bills and whether
lawmakers made a vote that

follows conservative principles.
“The mission of the South

Carolina Republican Party is to
promote the platform and elect
candidates who will support
that platform,” Warren said. “I
want to support anybody who is
going to support our platform
and help people in precincts
that will have support of candi-
dates who support our plat-
form,” Warren said.
Both Davis and Warren be-

lieved in unfounded allegations
that the 2020 presidential elec-
tion was stolen. Musselwhite,
who ran on a ticket with War-
ren, also challenged the results
of the 2022 governor’s race,
despite that McMaster won
with 83% of the vote.
The S.C. GOP’s executive

committee rejected the chal-
lenge.

Provided

S.C. GOP Chairman Drew McKissick (center) is being challenged at the Saturday Republican Party State Convention by Zoe Warren (left) of
Lexington County and Jeff Davis of Greenville County.

SC Republican divide takes
center stage in GOP chair’s race
BY JOSEPH BUSTOS
jbustos@thestate.com

SEE REPUBLICAN, 7A

COLUMBIA, SC
Construction near Columbia’s

Malfunction Junction will close
a nearby roadway for almost
three months.
Arrowwood Road will close

next Monday, May 22, between
Gracern Road and Lawand
Drive, the S.C. Department of
Transportation announced Mon-
day.
The affected road, less than a

half-mile in total, runs under the
interchange between Interstate
126 and Colonial Life Boule-
vard. It will be closed from 7
a.m. Monday until 7 a.m. Aug.
14, DOT said.
The closure will allow for

utility work and bridge construc-
tion related to long-planned
improvements to the nearby
intersection of interstates 20
and 26 in the DOT’s Carolina
Crossroads project — an area
commuters have dubbed “Mal-
function Junction” due to traffic
congestion.
The multi-phase improvement

project is meant to improve
traffic flow, including adding a
full-access interchange from
Colonial Life Boulevard. The
current on-ramp doesn’t allow
for traffic heading west on I-126
toward the junction.
The recommended detour is

taking West Colonial Life Road
from Arrowwood Road to the
larger Colonial Life Boulevard,
then heading north to Bush
River Road and west to the
north end of Arrowwood Road.
The affected road includes

the entrance to the Columbia
Zen Buddhist Priory, a temple
and meditation center that
houses an order of Buddhist
monks. Arrowwood will remain
open to local traffic during the
closure, DOT said.
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WASHINGTON
A special prosecutor has end-

ed his four-year investigation
into possible FBI misconduct in

its probe of ties between Russia
and Donald Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign with withering criticism of
the bureau but a meager court
record that fell far short of the
former president’s prediction he
would uncover the “crime of the
century.”

The report Monday from
special counsel John Durham
represents the long-awaited
culmination of an investigation
that Trump and allies had
claimed would expose massive
wrongdoing by law enforcement
and intelligence officials. In-

stead, Durham’s investigation
delivered underwhelming re-
sults, with prosecutors securing
a guilty plea from an FBI em-
ployee but losing the only two
criminal cases they took to trial.
The roughly 300-page report

catalogs what Durham says
were a series of missteps by the
FBI and Justice Department as
investigators undertook a politi-
cally explosive probe in the heat
of the 2016 election into wheth-
er the Trump campaign was
colluding with Russia to tip the
outcome. It criticized the FBI for

opening a full-fledged investiga-
tion based on “raw, unanalyzed
and uncorroborated intelli-
gence,” saying the speed at
which it did so was a departure
from the norm. And it said in-
vestigators repeatedly relied on
“confirmation bias,” ignoring or
rationalizing away evidence that
undercut their premise of a
Trump-Russia conspiracy as
they pushed the probe forward.
“Again, the FBI’s failure to

critically analyze information

Durham probe critical of FBI,
but no new charges made
BY ERIC TUCKER AND
LINDSDAY WHITEHURST
Associated Press
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