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WALK-OFF WINNER
Boiling Springs moves
on in state playoff�s
Sports, 1B

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced a nearly $11 billion invest-
ment on Tuesday to help bring aff�ord-
able clean energy to rural communities
throughout the country.

Rural electric cooperatives, renew-
able energy companies and electric
utilities will be able to apply for fund-
ing through two programs, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said during a media brief-
ing on Monday.

Vilsack said it was the largest single
federal investment in rural electrifi�ca-
tion since President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt signed the Rural Electrifi�cation
Act in 1936 as part of the New Deal.

“This is an exciting opportunity for
the Rural Utility Service to work col-
laboratively with our great partners,
the Rural Electric cooperatives, in or-
der to advance a clean energy future
for rural America,” Vilsack said. “So
this is an exciting and an historic day,
and it continues an ongoing eff�ort to
ensure that rural America is a full par-
ticipant in this clean energy economy.”

The Empowering Rural America
program will make $9.7 billion avail-
able for rural electric cooperatives to
create renewable energy, zero-emis-
sion and carbon capture systems.

Jim Matheson, CEO of the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion, praised the administration for the
investment.

$11B to
fund rural
renewable
energy
Programs aim to make
clean power aff�ordable
Drew Costley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Funding for the new programs comes
from the Inflation Reduction Act,
which has generated hundreds of
billions of dollars for renewable
energy transition and environmental
cleanup. RICK BOWMER/AP FILE
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If disgraced former attorney Richard
“Alex” Murdaugh is to proceed with
plans to appeal his recent murder con-
victions and double life sentences, he
must fi�nd an alternate way to pay for his
legal defense — or rely on a public de-
fender. 

South Carolina circuit court Judge
Daniel Hall fi�led an order Friday denying
a motion request by Murdaugh’s legal
defense team to use any more of Mur-
daugh’s own money to pay for his crimi-
nal appeal. 

Murdaugh, who was convicted
March 2 in the June 2021 murders of his
wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul,
and sentenced to consecutive life sen-
tences, fi�led a notice of appeal of that
conviction on March 9. 

Attorneys: Murdaugh has 
a constitutional right to 
choose his lawyers

On March 21, Murdaugh’s legal team,
led by Richard Harpootlian and Jim
Griffi�n, fi�led a motion “for payment of
attorney’s fees and costs from untaint-
ed funds” from a receivership that has
been established when the courts
seized Murdaugh’s assets in light of his
100-plus criminal charges and the dozen
lawsuits fi�led against him.

Harpootlian and Griffi�n claimed that
Murdaugh’s murder trial lasted longer
than expected — six weeks — and had
exhausted the fees Murdaugh had al-
ready paid, an amount they say is
“grossly insuffi�cient,” adding they need
more money to adequately mount his
appeal case. 

Murdaugh’s attorneys also argue that

their client has a “fundamental consti-
tutional right” to an attorney of his
choosing, and if he is unable to pay for
an adequate defense, “the burden of
representing Murdaugh will shift to the
already overworked appellate public de-
fenders.”

Order means Murdaugh’s money
goes to victims, not lawyers

However, those receivership funds
are earmarked for Murdaugh’s alleged
victims. 

Murdaugh’s assets were seized and
placed under the control of two court-
appointed receivers at the request of at-
torneys handling a wrongful death suit
against Murdaugh in relation to the 2019
Beaufort County boat crash involving 

Judge says Murdaugh attorneys can’t use 401k for appeal
Michael M. DeWitt, Jr.
USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA
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Defense attorney Jim Griffin asks Alex
Murdaugh if he killed his wife Maggie
Murdaugh and son Paul Murdaugh with
the 12-gauge shotgun that is in
evidence in Murdaugh’s murder trial at
the Colleton County Courthouse in
Walterboro on Feb. 23. /POOL PHOTO BY
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BALTIMORE – A passenger walks up
to an airport security checkpoint, slips
an ID card into a slot and looks into a
camera atop a small screen. The screen
fl�ashes “Photo Complete” and the per-
son walks through – all without having
to hand over their identifi�cation to the
TSA offi�cer sitting behind the screen. 

It’s all part of a pilot project by the
Transportation Security Administra-
tion to assess the use of facial recogni-
tion technology at a number of airports
across the country.

“What we are trying to do with this is
aid the offi�cers to actually determine
that you are who you say who you are,”
said Jason Lim, identity management
capabilities manager, during a demon-
stration of the technology to reporters at
Baltimore-Washington International

Thurgood Marshall Airport. 
The eff�ort comes at a time when the

use of various forms of technology to
enhance security and streamline proce-
dures is only increasing. TSA says the
pilot is voluntary and accurate, but
critics have raised concerns about ques-
tions of bias in facial recognition tech-
nology and possible repercussions for
passengers who want to opt out. 

The technology is currently in 16 air-
ports. In addition to Baltimore, it’s being
used at Reagan National near Washing-
ton, D.C., airports in Atlanta, Boston,
Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Las Vegas, Los
Angeles, Miami, Orlando, Phoenix, Salt
Lake City, San Jose, and Gulfport-Biloxi
and Jackson in Mississippi. However,
it’s not at every TSA checkpoint, so not
every traveler going through those air-
ports would necessarily experience it. 

Travelers put their driver’s license
into a slot that reads the card or place

their passport photo against a card
reader. Then they look at a camera on a
screen about the size of an iPad, which
captures their image and compares it
to their ID. The technology is both
checking to make sure the people at
the airport match the ID they present
and that the identifi�cation is in fact
real. A TSA offi�cer is still there and
signs off� on the screening.

A small sign alerts travelers that
their photo will be taken as part of the
pilot program and that they can opt out
if they’d like. It also includes a QR code
for them to get more information. 

Security and speed at
expense of privacy?

The Transportation Security Administration’s Jason Lim demonstrates new facial recognition technology April 26 at a
security checkpoint at Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport in Glen Burnie, Md. JULIA

NIKHINSON/AP

TSA tests facial recognition tech at
airports; critics worry about civil rights
and liberties, potential for hacking
Rebecca Santana and Rick Gentilo
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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“We take these privacy

concerns and civil rights

concerns very seriously,

because we touch so many

people every day.”
Jason Lim
Identity management capabilities manager


