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Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you’re completely satisfied.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.
We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

Competitive  
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20% off all jobs.
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next on the city’s list to be rebuilt. City
Council is considering spending $1
million from the Capital Improvement
Projects budget on fi�re station im-
provements in the fi�scal year 2024, ac-
cording to budget talks Monday.
They’ve funded $1.9 million in fi�re sta-
tion improvements to date.

The doors are too short for some modern
fi�re trucks to fi�t through. The building
has only one exit. It lies in a fl�oodway,
and at times, fi�lls with water. As much
as three feet was reported during a 2018
summer storm.

Tucked on half an acre of land at the
corner of East Park and West Stone ave-
nues, Station 4 is due for replacement. 

The two-story, red brick building is

Greenville Fire Station 4 on West
Stone Avenue still retains its postwar
1950s character, complete with subway
tiles in the bay and its original fi�re pole. 

But just as the building’s age adds
unique charm, it adds problems, too. See FIRE STATION, Page 3A

Bryton Cromer, fi�refi�ghter 3 and EMT, steps out of the fi�re engine after a call at Fire Station 4 in Greenville on May 10.
MCKENZIE LANGE/GREENVILLE NEWS 

City Council disputes 
fi�re station upgrades
Macon Atkinson
Greenville News

USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced a nearly $11 billion invest-
ment on Tuesday to help bring aff�ord-
able clean energy to rural communities
throughout the country.

Rural electric cooperatives, renew-
able energy companies and electric
utilities will be able to apply for fund-
ing through two programs, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said during a media brief-
ing on Monday.

Vilsack said it was the largest single
federal investment in rural electrifi�ca-
tion since President Franklin D. Roose-
velt signed the Rural Electrifi�cation
Act in 1936 as part of the New Deal.

“This is an exciting opportunity for
the Rural Utility Service to work col-
laboratively with our great partners,
the Rural Electric cooperatives, in or-
der to advance a clean energy future
for rural America,” Vilsack said. “So
this is an exciting and an historic day,
and it continues an ongoing eff�ort to
ensure that rural America is a full par-
ticipant in this clean energy economy.”

The Empowering Rural America
program will make $9.7 billion avail-
able for rural electric cooperatives to
create renewable energy, zero-emis-
sion and carbon capture systems.

Jim Matheson, CEO of the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association,

$11B to 
fund rural
renewable
energy 
Programs aim to make
clean power aff�ordable

Drew Costley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See ENERGY, Page 2A

If disgraced former attorney Richard
“Alex” Murdaugh is to proceed with
plans to appeal his recent murder con-
victions and double life sentences, he
must fi�nd an alternate way to pay for his
legal defense — or rely on a public de-

fender. 
South Carolina circuit court Judge

Daniel Hall fi�led an order Friday denying
a motion request by Murdaugh’s legal
defense team to use any more of Mur-
daugh’s own money to pay for his crimi-
nal appeal. 

Murdaugh, who was convicted
March 2 in the June 2021 murders of his
wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul,

and sentenced to consecutive life sen-
tences, fi�led a notice of appeal of that
conviction on March 9. 

Attorneys: Murdaugh has a
constitutional right to choose his
lawyers

On March 21, Murdaugh’s legal team,
led by Richard Harpootlian and Jim

Griffi�n, fi�led a motion “for payment of
attorney’s fees and costs from untaint-
ed funds” from a receivership that has
been established when the courts
seized Murdaugh’s assets in light of his
100-plus criminal charges and the dozen
lawsuits fi�led against him.

Harpootlian and Griffi�n claimed that 

SC judge says Alex Murdaugh attorneys can’t use 401k for appeal 
Michael M. DeWitt, Jr.
Greenville News
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See MURDAUGH, Page 2A


