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THE eThekwini Municipality will return 
to the national load-shedding schedule 
later this month – despite calls by polit-
ical parties for Eskom to continue with 
its exemption for the city.

Residents in the metro are only 
affected by load shedding once it reaches 
Stage 4 and higher, and at these stages 
it is the equivalent of Stage 2 in most 
other municipalities.

The reason for the amended schedule 
was based on the severe damage to the 
city’s high-voltage substations caused by 
the April 2022 floods.

The City last year said if these substa-
tions were subjected to load shedding in 
their current state, many of them could 
suffer severe additional damage, such as 
explosions and fire, and this could affect 
large parts of the grid.

The municipality, in a statement 
yesterday, said it had become unavoid-
able for eThekwini to revert to normal 
load-shedding stages as experienced by 
the rest of the country. 

The City said the load-shedding 
schedule was being revised and a new 
schedule would be effective from May 
25.

“EThekwini has been on a reduced 
level of load shedding since the April 
2022 floods, owing to the negative 
impact the floods had on the city’s 
electrical network.

“While the city’s infrastructure is 
not yet repaired to pre-flood levels, the 
city acknowledges the country’s need to 
reduce the load to protect the national 
grid.

“Some areas continue to battle with 
the damage from the floods and, as a 
result, there are certain substations that 
cannot be switched off as that would 
pose a significant risk to residents and 
infrastructure. The city is finalising the 
amended load-shedding schedule, and 
this will be shared with the public as 
soon as it is ready,” the statement read.

According to the City, suburban 
block allocations had been amended 
to accommodate the required changes.

“Customers are urged to check their 
suburbs against their new block num-
bers when the schedule is published.

“Areas with a large industrial compo-
nent have been allocated to Blocks 17 
to 20, and will be shut off from Stage 7 
upwards for a duration of four hours at a 
time. This is expected to limit the impact 
of load shedding on production.”

Eskom said yesterday that the eThek-
wini Municipality, the licensed distrib-
utor, would provide details on the new 
schedule.

The ANC in KwaZulu-Natal said the 
removal of the exemption would make 
it difficult to deal with service delivery 

issues. ANC provincial spokesperson 
Mafika Mndebele called on Eskom to 
maintain eThekwini’s exemption, saying 
the city could not afford further strain 
on its economy.

Mndebele said there was a six-month 
turnaround plan, and this would be 
affected if the exemption was lifted, 
adding that hundreds of the city’s indus-
trial customers also suffered extensive 
damage to their factories in the floods.

“Without the exemption, we will 
be faced with challenges in water dis-
tribution and efficient sanitation in the 
metro. We must keep eThekwini going, 
and the exemption allows for multiple 
activities and a co-ordinated turnaround 
strategy over the next six months.”

Mndebele said the city’s biggest 
employers, including Toyota, needed the 
exemption to lift the economy of not 
only eThekwini, but also the province.

ANC eThekwini region spokesperson 
Mondli Mkhize said they were in sup-
port of the continued exemption of the 
municipality.

“EThekwini is the economic hub of 
the province, and removing the exemp-
tion will exacerbate the challenges of 
unemployment, especially after last 
year’s floods, the unrest and Covid-19.

“If the exemption is removed, then 
it will impact business operations and 
industry.”

The IFP spokesperson in eThek-
wini, Mdu Nkosi, said a more severe 
load-shedding schedule in eThekwini 
would have an impact not only on the 
province, but on the country and the 
SADC region.

“It will help if Eskom can come to 
an agreement with the City to keep the 
exemption, as anything else will affect 
power substations, pump stations and 
water-treatment plants.

“People can live without electricity 
in their homes, but the energy chal-
lenges are affecting water supply, and 
this is where the crisis lies.”

Nkosi said eThekwini was the eco-
nomic hub of the province and if no 
jobs were being created, this would 
affect the revenue of the province and 
the country.

“Ultimately, we wish load shedding 
could be stopped as it is affecting every-
one’s lives,” said Nkosi.

DA eThekwini caucus leader Thabani 
Mthethwa said after last year’s floods, 
the city’s electrical system had lost 50% 
of its electrical load due to flooding. 

“Extensive repairs are still being per-
formed, and there is no clear indication 
of when the 700MW to 800MW lost will 
be entirely recovered.

“The City has advised Eskom that the 
integrity of the electrical infrastructure 
remains gravely compromised and that 
if load shedding is fully implemented, 
the municipal system may collapse.”

Load-shedding exemption to end
New power cut schedule set to be 

implemented for eThekwini
SIYABONGA SITHOLE and NTOMBI NKOSI

CONVICTED rapist and murderer Thabo 
Bester set tongues wagging when he 
appeared in the Bloemfontein Magis-
trate’s Court virtually, sporting a Burb-
erry hoodie valued at almost R19 000.

Bester also sported a new look with 
a clean-shaven head.

“I am represented by advocate Jere-
miah Pela, my Lord,” Bester told mag-
istrate Mohlolo Khabisi.

Bester is facing a number of charges, 
including escaping from the Mangaung 
Correctional Facility.

The State and his defence attorney 
argued over a number of matters, includ-
ing why Bester was appearing virtually. 

The case has been adjourned until 
June 20 for further investigations.

He escaped last May after allegedly 
faking his own death. G4S Security, the 
company running the public-private 
facility, Mangaung Correctional Centre, 
had initially believed it was his body 
found at cell 35, set alight.

Investigations have since revealed 
that the charred body found in Bester’s 
cell was that of Katlego Bereng, a 
32-year-old father of two young chil-
dren. His funeral was earlier this month.

Meanwhile the bail application for 
Bester’s co-accused has been postponed 
to Friday, due to certain legal represent-
atives of the accused being unavailable 
to attend court for much of this week.

Five of the accused – Senohe Mot-
soara, Teboho Lipholo, Matanyane 
Masukela, Tieho Makhotsa and Nastassja 
Jansen – are applying for bail. 

All are former G4S employees who 
allegedly aided and abetted Bester in his 
escape from the Mangaung Correctional 
Centre in May 2022.

They have all been dismissed from 
their jobs for their involvement in the 
crime. 

In their bail applications they said 
they intend to plead not guilty to the 
more than 16 charges against them.

Last week, during his testimony, the 
investigating officer, Tieho Jobo Flyman, 
testified that the five former employees 
were roped in for their different roles 
and expertise to help pull off a successful 
prison escape.

Flyman also testified that on April 27, 
Zolani Sekeleni, Dr Nandhipha Magudu-
mana’s father, hired a car at OR Tambo. 
Sekeleni gave the car to Motsoara who 
drove it to the prison on April 29 with 
the corpse inside before he reported for 
work at about 5pm that day, he said.

Flyman said that on arrival at the 
prison, Motsoara, who did not have a 
pass, was assisted by accused number 
5 – Matanyela Masukela – to offload 
the corpse, which was inside a TV cab-
inet. He said that the corpse had been 
claimed by Magudumana.

Once the corpse had been placed in 
the cell, Bester was given a G4S uniform 
and allowed to walk out of prison, Fly-
man testified.

C O U R T

Bester appears in 
designer hoodie, 
sparks debate
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THERE is renewed excitement in some 
circles that the Drakensberg Cable 
Car Project, which has been part of  
KwaZulu-Natal government’s plans to 
attract foreign visitors for almost two 
decades, may finally take off. 

The project, initiated during former 
Economic Development and Tourism 
MEC Mike Mabuyakhulu’s time in office, 
may finally see the light of day. 

Back in 2020, the project was fore-
cast to cost between R500 million and 
more than R1 billion, and the provincial 
government had been attempting to 
entice investors, local and international, 
to inject the capital to get the project 
started.

Trade & Investment KwaZulu-Natal 
(TIKZN) CEO Neville Matjie said the 
Drakensberg Cable Car project was being 
driven by a steering committee led by 
the department, and also comprised rep-
resentatives from TIKZN, Tourism KZN, 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, the Thukela 
District Municipality and the traditional 
council in the area.

He cited environmental concerns 
as the main challenge for the project, 
stressing that it was important to deal 

with this aspect meticulously, and that 
this had been the one of the reasons for 
the delay. 

He said an environmental impact 
specialist had been appointed to con-
duct the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA). 

“Due to the project’s proposed loca-
tion, a company has been appointed 
to do the environmental impact assess-
ment as part of gauging the viability 
of the project. As part of this EIA, and 
running in parallel, precursor studies are 
required to be completed, particularly 
because of the site being within World 
Heritage parameters,” he said.

Matjie added that engagements with 
potential investors started some time 
ago, and the response had been very 
positive. 

 “Because the Drakensberg is already 
such a popular destination for both 
foreign and domestic tourists, several 
investors have shown interest and are 
awaiting the outcome of the studies and 
revised feasibility studies to finalise their 
interest,” he said.

The project, once completed, envis-
ages visitors enjoying a 7km ride on a 
cable car to the top of the escarpment 
near the Royal Natal National Park in 
the Drakensberg.

Initial reports indicated that the pro-
posed base station would be located in 
the rural Mnweni area, at least 40km off 
the main N3, near KZN’s border with 
Lesotho and the Free State.

Okhahlamba Local Municipality 
mayor Vikizitha Mlotshwa said they 
were waiting for the Economic Devel-
opment, Tourism and Environmental 
Affairs Department to provide an update 
regarding the project, which he believed 
would be a game changer for the local 
economy.

“This is quite exciting for some of 
us because this project has been in the 
pipeline from the time when I was a 
mayor back in 2003. To now hear of it 
getting resuscitated is something that 
we welcome,” said Mlotshwa this week.

He added that in one of the meetings 
they had been shown the plans, which 
included the construction of three 
hotels in the area, a move which the 
mayor said would bring a lot of oppor-
tunities for locals, especially during the 
construction phase.

“We have held a number of meet-
ings with different communities in the 
region, and their response has been 
positive after learning how the project 
was likely to affect their lives,” Mlotshwa 
said.

Cable car project back on the cards
PLANS are afoot to revive the cable car project which was mooted for the Drakensberg region several years ago.   |  Tourism KZN
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