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BB. PILIPINAS@MB — Manila Bulletin (MB) Editor-in-Chief Loreto D. Cabañes (center) finds himself in the midst of the country’s most beautiful women as 40 candidates 
of the Binibining Pilipinas 2023 pay a courtesy visit at the MB main office in Intramuros, Manila, on Monday, May 15, 2023. (Arnold Quizol)

By JEL SANTOS, BETHEENA UNITE, 
and RAYMUND ANTONIO

President Marcos has approved the 
National Tourism Development Plan 
(NTDP) for 2023 to 2028, according to 
Tourism Secretary Christina G. Frasco.

“The NTDP shall serve as the blueprint and 
development framework for the tourism indus-
try for the duration of the Marcos administra-
tion,” said Frasco.

The President directed the Department 
of Tourism (DOT) to give regions, cities, and 
municipalities equal opportunities in the NTDP.

"Per the directive of our President to give 
tourist opportunities equally to our re-
gions, cities, and municipalities, under 

Regions, cities, 
municipalities 
to be given equal 
opportunities
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By CHINO S. LEYCO

The Department of Budget and 
Management (DBM) allotted ₱138.77 
billion for higher education programs 
and initiatives in line with President 
Marcos’ commitment to put a high 
premium on the education of Filipino 
children.

In a statement, Budget Secretary 
Amenah F. Pangandaman said that 
₱107.04 billion of this year’s budget 
for higher education will go to State 
Universities and Colleges (SUCs) and 
the remaining ₱31.73 billion is for 
the Commission on Higher Educa-
tion (CHED).

“This reflects the administra-
tion’s commitment to empower our 
youth. President Marcos 
himself said that education 

DBM allots 
₱139 B for 

higher education

BY HANNAH TORREGOZA  
and MARIO CASAYURAN

  
The Commission on Appoint-

ments (CA) on Tuesday, May 16 
approved the appointment of former 
Valenzuela mayor and representa-
tive Rex Gatchalian as Department 
of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) secretary.

The 25-member Commission, 
during its plenary session presided 

by Senate President Juan Miguel F. 
Zubiri, concurrent CA chief, also 
confirmed the appointments of 50 
general/flag officers of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
headed by Lt. General Arthur M. 
Cordura and Vice Admiral Toribio 
D. Adaci Jr.

Gatchalian, brother of Sen. Sher-
win Gatchalian, vowed to fulfill 
President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr.’s marching orders 

Rex Gatchalian as DSWD head, 
50 AFP officers get CA nodBy MYRNA M. VELASCO 

The Malampaya consortium led 
by field operator Prime Energy of 
the Razon group will spend between 
$600 million to $630 million in fresh 
capital outlay for the first phase of 
its committed work program that 
will include the drilling of two to 
three production wells.

In a briefing with the media, 
Energy Undersecretary Alessandro O. 
Sales said the investment would be 
used for the drilling of two to three 

wells which will cost between $80 
million to $90 million each or $180 
million to $270 million combined.

Once these production wells 
become successful, the consortium 
would need to spend another $330 
million to $360 million for the tie-
back and subsea facilities.

“In total, for the two wells and 
the tieback for production, this 
would amount to about $600 mil-
lion,” he stressed.

Additional investments would be 
injected when the new well drilling 

would yield commercial gas find to 
connect the producing wells to the 
existing production platform.

As explained, a subsea tieback 
is an engineering process that will 
connect any new gas or petroleum 
discovery to an existing production 
facility, that will typically include a 
subsea wellhead, Christmas tree as 
well as flowline that will carry the 
hydrocarbon output to the facility.

In terms of the committed in-
vestment, Sales noted that 
“In the renewal contract 

Malampaya consortium to invest $630 M
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INTRAMUROS ROTARY CENTER – Former Rotary District 3810 Gov. Lyn Abanilla, Manila 
Bulletin Head of External Affairs Barbie Atienza, Rotary District 3810 Phenomenal Leader 
President Engr. Dindo Brisueño, Rotary District 3810 Gov. Joyce Michelle Ambray, and 
Intramuros Administrator Atty. Joan M. Padilla inaugurate  the Intramuros Visitor and 
Rotary Center in Intramuros, Manila on Tuesday, May 16, 2023. A branch of Café France 
was opened and ready to serve guests inside. (Juan Carlo de Vela) 14
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Michelle 
told: 

‘Claim
a crown 
on your 

head’

Economic team 
wants MIF bill
enacted before 
July 24 SONA

By JEFFREY DAMICOG

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin 
C. Remulla said Negros Oriental 
3rd District Representative Arnolfo 
“Arnie” Teves Jr. was reported to 
be arriving in the country today, 
May 17, the same day that criminal 
complaints will be filed against 
him for the March 4, 2023 killings 
of 10 persons, one of them Gov. 
Roel R. Degamo.

In a press briefing late Tues-
day afternoon, Remulla said the 
information on Teves’ arrival was 
relayed to him by a person 
“with access to flight data 

Teves due in PH 
today, Remulla 
says; faces raps 

on killings of 
Degamo, 9 others

By KRISTEL SATUMBAGA

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia—The Philippines 
won the gold that mattered most, defying great 
odds to exact sweet revenge on heavy favorite 
Cambodia, 80-69, to anchor the country’s gold-
medal haul near the close of the 32nd Southeast 
Asian Games here Tuesday, May 16.

Justin Brownlee whipped up 23 
points, seven rebounds and four 

Gilas reclaims gold; 
wrestlers prevail

7
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED — Members of the Gilas Pilipinas men's basketball team celebrate at the podium after ruling the 5-on-5 competition with a masterful 80-69 
win over host Cambodia in the finals on Tuesday, May 16, 2023. Photo below shows wrestler Alvin Lobregito who won the gold medal in the men's 57kg freestyle event. 
(PSC/SEAG media pool)


