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By Syed Irfan Raza 

ISLAMABAD: The civil 
leadership and military 
top brass on Tuesday 
endorsed a decision made 
a day earlier during a 
meeting of corps com-
manders to invoke the 
Army Act and Offi cial 
Secrets Act against people 
suspected of involvement 
in the May 9 riots which 
damaged the state and pri-
vate properties across 
Pakistan. 

The National Security 
Committee chaired by 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif also decided to lay 
hands within 72 hours on 
all those involved in the 
violent attacks, their facil-
itators, and leaders on 
whose instigation these 
people had committed 
vandalism. 

The proposed move to 
try arsonists under the 
Army Act has come under 
severe criticism, with rig-
hts groups asking the gov-
ernment to refrain from it. 
International human 
rights group Amnesty 
International also 
expressed concerns.  

It said “civilians must 
not be tried under mili-
tary laws” in Pakistan as 
trying civilians in mili-

tary courts is contrary to 
international law. 

The meeting was atten-
ded by Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, 
Defe nce Minister Khaw-
aja Asif, Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah, Law Min-
ister Azam Nazir Tarar, 
Inf ormation Minis ter Mar-
r  i yum Aurangzeb, Prin ci-
pal Secretary to PM Dr 

Tauqir Shah and others.   
Chief of Army Staff Gen 

Syed Asim Munir, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee 
Chairman Gen Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza and air 
force and naval chiefs also 
attended the meeting. 

‘Black day’ 

The civilian leadership 
expressed solidarity with 
the armed forces and mar-
tyrs and decided to 
observe May 9 as “black 
day”. During the top-level 
huddle, it was also decided 
that all political forces 
should resolve their differ-
ence through dialogue 
and avoid confrontation. 

An offi cial announce-
ment issued by the Prime 
Minister’s Offi ce said the 
NSC endorsed the deci-
sion reached at the corps 
commanders’ meeting to 
try the ‘attackers’ under 
the Army Act and Offi cial 
Secrets Act. 

The committee pledged 
that no leniency would be 
shown towards those who 
attacked defe nce installa-
tions under any agenda 
and vowed to bring them to 
justice.  

The offi cial announce-
ment said the meeting 
resolved to bring all the 
elements involved in May 9 
riots and arsons to justice 
as no desecration of secu-
rity installation, public 
properties and national 
dignity would be tolerated.  

The forum called for 
national unity and har-
mony amid a complex 
geo-strategic situation 
caused by the global 
political confrontation as 
well as the enemies’ pol-
icy of instability. 

Social media rules 

The meeting instructed 
for full implementation of 
social media rules and reg-
ulations to overcome the 
“propaganda patronised 

NSC validates 
trial of rioters 
under Army Act

By Ikram Junaidi and 
Ahmad Fraz Khan

ISLAMABAD / LAHORE: Emba-
ttled PTI on Tuesday alleged that 
last week’s arson attacks and shoot-
ings after former premier Imran 
Khan’s arrest were carried out by 
the “agencies men” so that a crack-
down on the party could be justifi ed.

Separately, in video messages, Mr 
Khan said he would announce his 
“next plan of action” during a party 
protest at Muridke on Thursday 
(May 18) and urged the nation to 
attend the rally in large numbers.

He said a culture of fear was being 
spread through electronic and social 
media and compared the current 

scenario with tactics used by Mongol 
Empire founder Genghis Khan to 
instil fear in the public.

The reaction came a day after a 
special corps commanders’ confer-
ence vowed to bring violent protest-

ers, who attacked civil and military 
installations last week, to justice 
through trial under relevant laws of 
the country, including the Pakistan 
Army Act and Offi cial Secrets Act.

The PTI said it acknowledged the 
importance of the statement issued 

�Agency men� behind 
May 9 violence: PTI
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Ruling MNAs 
get funds 
ahead of polls 
Amid extraordinary tight 
fi scal positions, spending 
on development schemes 
in the constituencies of 
coalition parliamentarians 
continues to grow. The 
ECC increases allocations 
for these constituencies by 
Rs1bn to Rs91bn after 
approval of nine 
supplementary grants of 
Rs11bn. The funds for the 
scheme go up by Rs17bn 
to Rs87bn in October to 
ensure that all 174 PDM 
MNAs get Rs500m worth 
of small schemes in the 
name of SDGs. Page 9

Punjab govt endorses 
‘military trial’ of 
rioters: Page 3

Dangerous designs: 
Editorial on Page 6

ECP summons Imran on 23rd 
in contempt case: Page 3
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By Fazal Khaliq

SWAT: One student was 
killed and six others as 
well as a teacher were inj-
ured on Tuesday when a 
cop posted outside a 
school suddenly opened 
fi re at a van in the Sangota 
area of Swat, police con-
fi rmed.

The cop, identifi ed as 
Alam Khan, was on duty 
in front of a private school 
when he opened fi re on 
the van as students came 
out after classes. 

Police arrested the sus-
pect, but motive behind the 
crime remains unkn own. 
According to the police, an 
investigation has been 
launched into the attack. 

The deceased was iden-
tifi ed as seven-year-old 
Aisha. Ishal, 16; Roma, 9; 
Wajeeha, Horain, 9; 
Hareem, 9; and a teacher, 
Nahida, 35, sustained inju-
ries. Name of the seventh 
person wounded could not 
be known.

While talking to the 
media, District Police Off-
icer Shafi ullah Gandapur 
said the suspect was arre-
sted immediately after 
the incident and an FIR 
registered.

“A special investigation 
team has been formed and 
I assure everyone that 

Girl child 
killed as cop 
opens fire at 
school van

Continued on Page 5 

� Says �acknowledges importance� of statement 
issued after commanders meeting  � Imran says 
Pakistan going through �Mongolian phase�, will 
announce �next plan of action� tomorrow

By Amir Wasim

ISLAMABAD: The Nat-
io nal Assembly on Tues-
day passed a critical bill 
seeking to empower the 
lawmakers to punish 
those committing con-
tempt of parliament or its 
committees and breach-
ing the privilege of any 
member of any house of 
parliament, as the legisla-
tors continued to assault 
judges of superior courts 
in the wake of ongoing 
executive-judiciary tussle 
over the issue of elections 
in Punjab. 

The private member’s 
bill, titled “Contempt of 
Majlis-e-Shoora (Parlia-
ment) Bill 2023”, had been 
tabled by PTI dissident 
Rana Qasim Noon last 
week and Speaker Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf immedi-
ately referred it to the 
house committee on rules 
and procedure with a 
directive to present its 
report within seven days 
after it was supported one 
by one by the members 
belonging to almost all the 
parties. 

The members, how-
ever, passed the bill with 
some amendments to the 
original draft as sug-
gested by the committee, 
also headed by Mr Noon. 
In the amended law, the 
composition of the con-
tempt committee to be 
formed by the speaker 
has been changed and the 
fi ne amount reduced 
from Rs10 million to 
Rs1m. 

The bill now requires its 
passage by the Senate and 
a ceremonial presidential 
assent before becoming 

NA passes 
crucial bill on 
�contempt of 
parliament�

Continued on Page 5 

SITTWE (Myanmar): A boy walks out of a destroyed house at the Ohn Taw Chay refugee camp, on 
Tuesday. The destruction in the aftermath of Cyclone Mocha continues as death toll in the country rose to 
81, according to local media.—AFP                         Report on Page 10
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Dissenting voices 
emerge from 
within ruling 
coalition

By Malik Asad in 
Islamabad

THE decision of the mili-
tary’s top brass to try those 
arsonists who attacked vari-
ous sensitive installations 
and monuments in the coun-
try in the aftermath of the 
May 9 arrest of Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan 
under the Pakistan Army 
Act (PAA) has raised many 
eyebrows.

Not only are the legal 

experts questioning the 
powers of the military to try 
civilians under PAA 1952 
for arson, dissenting voices 
have also started coming 
from within the ruling coa-
lition.

Speaking on a point of 
order in the National 
Assembly on Tuesday, inde-
pendent MNA from North 
Waziristan, sitting on the 
treasury benches, Mohsin 
Dawar not only opposed the 
idea of holding trial of civil-
ians under the PAA and 
Offi cial Secrets Act, but 
also termed it a “dangerous 
move”. He was of the view 
that such a step could 
become a precedent which 
might haunt all the political 
parties in the times to come.

“Though, for the time 
being, it will be benefi cial 

for some, it will not be possi-
ble for them to undo it in 
future,” he warned while 
referring to the announce-
ment made by the military 
authorities after the special 
Corps Commanders Confe-
re nce through which the 
generals not only “con-
demned the politically moti-
vated and instigated inci-
dents against military 
installations and public/pri-
vate properties in the strong-
est possible sense,” but also 
vowed to bring the arsonists 
to justice through trial 
under relevant laws of the 
country, including PAA and 
Offi cial Secrets Act 1923.

The National Party (NP), 
one of the components of 
the ruling alliance, has also 
opposed the trial of civil-
ians through military 

courts, besides criticising 
fresh deployment of army 
in Balochistan and ex-Fata 
districts.

“There is a criminal jus-
tice system in place to deal 
with arsonists. Therefore, 
invo king Army Act against 
civilians is not required,” 
said NP Senator Tahir 
Bizenjo while talking to 
Dawn. 

The senator was of the 
view that those invoking 
this law against certain 
political party would ulti-
mately use this to silence 
the dissenting voices 
among other politicians 
and journalists.

PTI leader and former 
National Assembly 
Speaker Asad Qaiser 
opined that trying civil-
ians under the PAA seemed 

to be “diffi cult”.
Similarly, at least two for-

mer Judge Advocate Gene-
rals (JAGs) of military’s 
legal wing spoke to Dawn on 
the applicability of the PAA 
on civilians and both of 
them said PAA did not 
empower the military to try 
suspects for attacking mili-
tary and civilian installa-
tions.

Retired Brigadier Wasaf 
Khan Niazi said the army 
could try a civilian under 
the PAA and Offi cial 
Secrets Act only on charges 
of espionage. He quoted 
Section 2 of the PAA which 
defi nes “persons” who 
could be tried and the 
offence committed by them.

The said section states 

Move to try arsonists in mly courts raises eyebrows

� May 9 to be observed as �black day�; political 
stakeholders urged to avoid confrontation 
� Civil-military huddle stresses �full implementation� of 
social media rules to tackle �propaganda� 
� Amnesty opposes civilians� trial in military courts
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