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Youths incarcerated at Indian River
Juvenile Correctional Facility attacked
three employees in three separate as-
saults last week, leading to two workers
being taken to the hospital.

Art teacher Matthew Benko suff�ered
a broken nose, lacerations and a frac-

tured hand after he was jumped Friday
morning, according to multiple employ-
ees who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity.

“He is doing as best he can. He has
got a long road of recovery and he’s got
to seek specialists (for care,)” said one
employee at the youth prison in Massil-
lon.

A female corrections offi�cer was
punched in the face and suff�ered a bro-

ken nose and a male offi�cer was assault-
ed but did not go to the hospital.

The Ohio State Highway Patrol is in-
vestigating the three assaults.

Ohio Department of Youth Services
spokesman Ryan Heimberger said de-
partment leaders are discussing safety
and security with staff� at Indian River. 

The department introduced pepper 
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“Bringing our staffing levels
up, however, will make the
most difference in safety
within our facilities. We
continue to aggressively
work to recruit new
members to our DYS team.”
Ryan Heimberger
Ohio Department of Youth Services spokesman 

CANTON −� The city’s new Amazon
fulfi�llment center has opened.

The 1 million-square-foot center,
designated as “AKR1” at 4747 Rebar
Ave. NE, began processing and deli-
vering orders Sunday. About 1,000
people will be employed to ship bulky
or large items, such as patio furniture
and rugs.

“We’re excited to offi�cially launch
our next-generation Amazon non-
sortable fulfi�llment center, and we’re
thrilled to create great local jobs in a
safe, engaging and fun work environ-
ment where people can grow their ca-
reers in Canton, Ohio,” General Man-
ager Anthony Papa said.

The warehouse is equipped with
“innovative robotics technology,” the
company said. Throughout the state,
Amazon operates 16 fulfi�llment and
sortation centers, 17 delivery stations, 
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SUGARCREEK – A testament to the
way someone lived their life is often
found in the hearts of those who loved
them. 

Such is the story of the late Austin
Zinkon, who died in an ATV crash in
2019.

His parents, Bob and Glenda Zinkon
of Sugarcreek, keep Austin’s light
glowing by embracing something he
loved: truck and tractor pulls.

“When something tragic happens,
such as child loss, you can take diff�er-
ent paths,” Glenda Zinkon said. “You
can harbor self-pity, be constantly 
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Pulling for
each other
Tractor event benefi�ts
Austin Zinkon memorial
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J
eff� Kreger was recently selected as the new director of the

Massillon Public Library. He replaces Sherie Brown, who re-

tired after serving as director since 2011. h The library’s

board of trustees conducted a three-month national search,

announcing the appointment earlier this month. Kreger took over on

May 7. h “As a lifelong resident of the area, this is honestly a dream

come true,” he said. “I hope to honor the rich legacy Sherie Brown

has left the library while also embracing the exciting opportunities

that lie ahead. I am confi�dent that with the support and dedication

of our incredible library staff�, we will continue to enrich lives, inspire

minds, and make a lasting impact on our community.” h Kreger, 44,

had been serving as the library’s technology and marketing man-

ager, working at the library since 2018. Previously he worked for 12

years at the Stark County Library as an IT tech, branch manager and

interim community libraries director. h He is a 1997 graduate of Per-

ry High School, and received his bachelor’s degree from Heidelberg

University and master’s degree in user experience design from Kent

State University. He and his wife Sarah have three daughters: Reilly,

19, and twins Addison and Evelyn, 16.

Jeff Kreger is the new director of the Massillon Public Library. He replaces Sherie Brown, who retired. Kreger had served
as the library’s technology and marketing manager. KEVIN WHITLOCK/MASSILLON INDEPENDENT 
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“Jeff will be a

wonderful asset

for the library.

He has extensive

library

experience,

vision, a passion

for the work, and

a desire to

continue the

strong

relationships

that our

community has

come to expect.”
Kristin Hannon
President of the library
board of directors
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