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BALTIMORE – A passenger walks
up to an airport security checkpoint,
slips an ID card into a slot and looks
into a camera atop a small screen. The
screen fl�ashes “Photo Complete” and
the person walks through – all without
having to hand over their identifi�ca-
tion to the TSA offi�cer sitting behind
the screen.

It’s all part of a pilot project by the
Transportation Security Administra-
tion to assess the use of facial recog-
nition technology at a number of air-
ports across the country.

“What we are trying to do with this
is aid the offi�cers to actually determine
that you are who you say who you are,”
said Jason Lim, identity management
capabilities manager, during a demon-
stration of the technology to reporters
at Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional Thurgood Marshall Airport. 

The eff�ort comes at a time when the
use of various forms of technology to
enhance security and streamline pro-
cedures is only increasing. TSA says
the pilot is voluntary and accurate, but
critics have raised concerns about
questions of bias in facial recognition
technology and possible repercus-
sions for passengers who want to opt
out. 

The technology is currently in 16
airports. In addition to Baltimore, it’s
being used at Reagan National near
Washington, D.C., airports in Atlanta,
Boston, Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Las
Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, Orlando,
Phoenix, Salt Lake City, San Jose, and
Gulfport-Biloxi and Jackson in Missis-
sippi. However, it’s not at every TSA
checkpoint, so not every traveler going
through those airports would neces-
sarily experience it. 

TSA tests
facial
recognition
tech at
airports
Critics worry about civil
rights and liberties,
potential for hacking

Rebecca Santana and Rick Gentilo
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See AIRPORTS, Page 2A

A Maryland teenager who was visiting
the Finger Lakes with his family drowned
over the weekend on Keuka Lake near
Hammondsport.

The Steuben County Sheriff�'s Offi�ce
identifi�ed the victim as Ahmed Ayaz, 19, of

Catonsville, Maryland.
The incident occurred around 1:42 p.m.

Friday on Keuka Lake in the Town of Ur-
bana, according to Sheriff� Jim Allard.

The investigation revealed the family
was on a Keuka Lake vacation, and they
were on a pontoon boat in the lake when
the victim jumped into the water to swim,
Allard said.

Ayaz was unable to swim back to the

boat, and went underwater. He was not
wearing a personal fl�otation device, ac-
cording to Allard.

The Steuben County Mobile Crisis
Team responded to the scene to provide
treatment and counseling to the family and
witnesses. 

After scouring the lake for about ten
hours, searchers located Ayaz with sonar
and successfully recovered his body utiliz-

ing the Hammondsport Fire Department
underwater drone. 

The Steuben County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
navigation unit was assisted in the search
by the navigation units of the Livingston,
Monroe and Yates County sheriff�’s offi�ces,
along with New York State Police, Ham-
mondsport, Pulteney, and Wayne Volun-
teer fi�re departments, and Steuben County
Emergency Management.

Maryland teen drowns on Keuka Lake in Town of Urbana
Jeff Murray
Elmira Star-Gazette
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As the weather starts to get a little bit
warmer, it’s time to go out and explore
what the Southern Tier has to off�er. If
you’re looking for a night away from the

kitchen or a quick trip to try something
new, these 10 spots give you plenty of
options.

We’ve compiled a list of new restau-
rants, and a few old favorites who’ve
moved to new locations in town. From
sweet spots to coff�ee shops, barbecue
to brews, you’ll fi�nd something that

suits your taste.
Take a quick road trip to try one of

these local favorites, no matter where
you live in the Southern Tier.

Did we miss any? Contact tpass-
more@gannett.com

10 eateries to try 
in Southern Tier

Pictured is Fits & Sips Coffee Boutique located on West Franklin Street in Horseheads TOM PASSMORE/ELMIRA STAR-GAZETTE

Check out these restaurants, bakeries and coff�ee shops 
Tom Passmore
Binghamton Press & Sun Bulletin
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