
Brewster police officer Fernando
Quinones has his hand at Alexander
King's neck Oct. 28, 2021. SCREEN GRAB

FROM VIDEO PROVIDED BY ALEXANDER KING

Body cam footage shows Alexander
King was belligerent toward a Brewster
police offi�cer following a pair of traffi�c
stops in fall 2021 and does not bear out
his claims of threats and physical abuse
by the offi�cer.

But prosecutors at the trial of the offi�-
cer, Fernando Quinones, contend that
none of King’s actions, starting with an

insult at the fi�rst traffi�c stop, justifi�ed
Quinones bringing false charges against
a motorist who had disrespected him.

Quinones is charged with fi�rst-de-
gree off�ering a false instrument for fi�ling
and fi�rst-degree falsifying business rec-
ords, felonies punishable by up to four
years in prison, and offi�cial misconduct,
a misdemeanor. 

What does the video show?

The focal point of the non-jury trial

before Putnam Judge Joseph Spoff�ord is
a 16-second cellphone video King took
Oct. 28, 2021, as he walked from his car
to the police station to fi�le a complaint
against Quinones, who had just pulled
him over for a traffi�c violation for the
second time that month. 

The video ended with Quinones
grabbing King by the throat, taking him
to the ground and handcuffi�ng him.
None of the things Quinones claimed in 

Cellphone video of confrontation with
Brewster police offi�cer played at trial
Jonathan Bandler
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Minor league host family
tradition phased out 
SPORTS, 1B

YONKERS — Several buses full of
asylum-seekers arrived at a Yonkers
hotel late Monday after offi�cials said
up to 100 families were likely to arrive
in the city this week. 

The buses pulled up at the Rama-
da at Wyndham on Tuckahoe Road
between 8:30 and 9:30 p.m., and
about 20 people in total got out and
headed into the hotel.

Parents held sleeping children
while others carried backpacks and
bags. They were greeted by people
inside who seemingly were there to
welcome them to the hotel. No police
or city offi�cials were present. 

“As anybody knows who’s been
dealing with New York City this en-
tire weekend, it’s a moving target,”
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano said at a
news briefi�ng Tuesday morning.
“Now they’re here and we will be very
good neighbors.”

Spano said the Ramada has 100
rooms available and the group there
is 14 families, 38 individuals, and
mostly women with young children.

“When you think about individ-
uals walking months at a time to be
here, what’s going on?” Spano said.
“They’re here — we’re going to treat
them right — we’re going to do what
we’re supposed to do as a loving com-
munity, and those who brought them 

A young boy was among the
families of asylum-seekers led into
the Ramada hotel in Yonkers on
Monday. The families were being
housed in New York City.
SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS

About 20
asylum-
seekers
arrive in
Yonkers 
Up to 100 families
expected from NYC
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F
ifteen school districts in Rockland, Westchester and

Putnam counties, plus two BOCES, have recently wel-

comed new superintendents, or will soon. h Several are

simply replacing superintendents who are retiring, but

about a third saw schools chiefs leave amid murky circumstances

before their contracts were up. h Outgoing superintendents in-

clude some of the area’s most senior: Kenneth Freeston is retiring

July 1 after leading North Salem for 16 years and Robert Shaps will

retire Dec. 31 after 13 years as Mamaroneck’s superintendent.

h Joseph Hochreiter recently ended a 10-year stint as Hendrick

Hudson superintendent. h “It’s a hard job, but I think it’s been

made much more diffi�cult and challenging,” Shaps said, noting a

variety of factors, including the current divisive climate in the

country.

School superintendents
keep changing across area

Outgoing superintendents include, from left, Kevin McCahill, Nanuet; Robert Shaps, Mamaroneck; Jonathan
Raymond, New Rochelle; and Edwin Quezada, Yonkers. THE JOURNAL NEWS

15 districts and 2 BOCES welcome new leaders

See SCHOOLS, Page 6A
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“It’s a hard

job, but I

think it’s

been made

much more

difficult and

challenging.” 
Robert Shaps
Outgoing superintendent pf
Mamaroneck schools


