
CASEY DONAHEW
SATURDAY, MAY 27

DOORS OPEN 6PM 
SHOW STARTS 7PM

TICKET PRICES  
STARTING AT $47.25!

ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
AT RACERUIDOSO.COMBilly’s is a Responsible Gaming Property. 1-800-572-1142.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 | RUIDOSONEWS.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 77 | Issue 7
Subscribe 575-257-4001
©2023 $1.50 QEAJAB-19701q

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and
subscriber exclusives at ruidosonews.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper, plus
updated news and sports Extra sections.

FARMINGTON — Farmington Po-
lice Department did not release the
name of the 18-year-old man they say
shot and killed three people and in-
jured several others Monday morning
in a residential neighborhood of Far-
mington.

In a press briefi�ng Monday after-
noon, Assistant Police Chief Baric
Crum said law enforcement was still
trying to determine why the man was
in the Dustin Avenue neighborhood.

"Offi�cers responded to the area to
fi�nd a chaotic scene," Crum said. 

Farmington Police Chief Steve
Hebbe said in a video statement that it
appeared the gunman had no specifi�c
target, but rather roamed through a
quarter mile of the neighborhood fi�r-
ing at least three diff�erent weapons in-
cluding what Hebbe described as an
"AR style" rifl�e.

Around 11 a.m., four Farmington po-
lice offi�cers initially responded to
"multiple calls" of gunshots in the
area. Crum said those responding offi�-
cers found and fi�red at the shooter,
killing him.

Crum said the suspect shot and
killed three people prior to police con-
fronting him.

See SHOOTER, Page 3A
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18-year-old
shooter
killed 3,
injured 6
Jessica Onsurez and Mike Easterling
Farmington Daily Times
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New Mexico’s spring wildfi�re sea-
son was underway as the state’s con-
gress people sought action to both re-
spond to the fi�res and provide relief to
those still reeling from last year’s rec-
ord-breaking blazes. 

Lincoln National Forest on Thurs-
day raised its fi�re danger rating to
“high,” according to an announcement
from the U.S. Forest Service, after re-
sponding to 20 abandoned campfi�res
in recent weeks and advising guests to
use “extreme caution” when lighting
and extinguishing campfi�res in the
forest.

See WILDFIRES, Page 5A

Heinrich Lujan Fernandez

Wildfi�res
heat up in
New Mexico
Political leaders
fi�ght for relief
Adrian Hedden
Carlsbad Current-Argus
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An oil and gas company based in
Tulsa, Oklahoma was the latest to buy
up assets in the Permian Basin, hoping
to cash in on the booming fossil fuel re-
gion as demand for American energy
grew.

Vital Energy said Friday it planned
to buy the assets of Forge Energy II Del-
aware, hoping to establish operating
capacity in the Permian’s western Del-
aware sub-basin.

The deal was valued at $540 million
with Vital planning to acquire and op-
erate 70 percent of the assets for $378
million, while a third party would buy

the remaining 30 percent for $162 mil-
lion.

The deal was expected to close in the
second quarter of 2023.

Assets purchased by Vital included
100 extraction locations across the Del-
aware Basin, targeting the prolifi�c Bone
Spring and Wolfcamp formation, add-
ing 42,000 gross acres to Vital’s port-
folio.

Vital will also add about 9,500 bar-
rels of oil equivalent per day to its ca-
pacity through the deal, at 65 percent
crude oil, and planned to operate one
rig on the properties – increasing Vi-
tal’s Permian rig count to three rigs.

Chief Executive Offi�cer Jason Pigott
said the deal will increase direct reve-
nue for his company while expanding

its operations in the Permian, as part of
a broader market trend seeing oil and
gas companies consolidate existing oil
and gas assets to drive returns to
shareholders.

“This accretive acquisition is attrac-
tively priced and signifi�cantly expands
Vital Energy’s Permian focus, adding a
core operating area in the Delaware Ba-
sin,” he said. “We have a proven track
record of building value through our
disciplined acquisition strategy.”

This deal followed a string of acqui-
sitions in the Permian during a time of
continual growth in oil and gas produc-
tion for the nation-leading fossil fuel
region.

$540M oil, gas deal latest in energy boom
Adrian Hedden
Carlsbad Current-Argus
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See ENERGY, Page 3A

W
hen U.S. Immigration and Customs En-

forcement named Mary De Anda-

Ybarra director of its El Paso Field Of-

fi�ce last month, she became the fi�rst

woman and only the second El Pasoan to hold the re-

gion’s top post in immigration law enforcement. h De

Anda-Ybarra now runs Enforcement and Removal Oper-

ations — the branch of ICE that handles detention and

deportation — for an area covering 51 counties in West

Texas and New Mexico. She took over as the region pre-

pared for the end of Title 42.

Top ICE offi�cial
talks immigration

Mary De Anda-Ybarra was selected to lead ICE’s regional Enforcement and Removal Operations in El Paso. She is
shown during a Q&A on May 5 at the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement El Paso Field Office.
GABY VELASQUEZ/EL PASO TIMES 

De Anda-Ybarra now runs Enforcement and Removal for 51 counties

Lauren Villagran El Paso Times | USA TODAY NETWORK – TEXAS

See ICE Q&A, Page 2A

Border Patrol agent Orlando Marrero-Rubio
detains two migrants who had entered the
U.S. without proper documentation in
Sunland Park, New Mexico, in March.
OMAR ORNELAS/EL PASO TIMES 

“I do not take political

sides. I just want to make

sure that we’re doing our

job well, that we’re

treating everyone we

encounter, criminal or

otherwise, with dignity

and respect.”
Mary De Anda-Ybarra
ICE regional director of Enforcement
and Removal Operations


