
Volume 36 | No. 144
Subscribe 800-398-8990
©2023 $2.50 QEAJAB-17401r(K)k)b)h)d

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 | DAILYRECORD.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at dailyrecord.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Let’s get personal with Bishop Kevin
Sweeney: The spiritual leader of Pater-
son’s Catholic Diocese discovered rock-
and-roll at folk-fl�avored Masses as a kid
in Queens. 

His favorite song growing up was
U2’s “Pride (In the Name of Love),” a
rocker with religious overtones. And he
worked as an elevator operator in Man-

hattan when he was 18. The job had “its
ups and downs,” he says. 

These and more revelations surfaced
in the 53-year-old prelate’s new podcast,
“Beyond the Beacon,” a lively half-hour
discussion about religion that also mean-
ders into other aspects of the bishop’s
life.

Sweeney, the spiritual leader for
430,000 Catholics in Passaic, Morris
and Sussex counties, hosts the weekly
conversation with diocesan Communi-
cations Director Jai Agnish. The dynam-

ic duo make for entertaining listening
as they interview guests and discuss
an array of topics, including sports,
politics and music. 

The pair chat amicably, unless they
are tackling sports: Sweeney is a Yan-
kees fan; Agnish roots for the Mets. 

A fi�rst for the Paterson Diocese, the
podcast aims to give the faithful a
chance to get more acquainted with
Sweeney’s folksy, down-to-earth 

In podcast, bishop opens up
about Biden, baseball, more

Bishop Kevin Sweeney and diocesan Communications Director Jai Agnish talk for a podcast. PROVIDED BY DIOCESE OF PATERSON
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For a mainstream Democrat from
the Northeast, Gov. Phil Murphy
checked off� a lot of important boxes
with his nomination of Michael Norie-
ga to the New Jersey Supreme Court on
Monday.

Noriega, the son of Peruvian immi-
grants, would become the third Latino
to sit on the modern high court since
its creation in 1947.

The graduate of Rutgers University
and Seton Hall Law School wasn’t
groomed in the high-powered corpo-
rate or revolving-door political law
fi�rms that produced past judges, pros-
ecutors and government offi�cials. 

He’s a personal injury attorney who
spent fi�ve years as an Essex County
public defender — which would give
him the distinction of being the fi�rst
justice to have held that position, Mur-
phy said.

And that gave Murphy the ground to
allude to U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Ketanji Brown Jackson, who had a
two-year stint as a public defender
early in her career and is the fi�rst Afri-
can American woman to serve on the
high court.

By selecting Noriega, Murphy could
say he was participating in a historic
diversifi�cation of the nation’s judicia-
ry.

But perhaps one of the more in-
triguing elements was the sight of vet-
eran Republican state Sen. Jon Bram-
nick in a seat fl�anking Murphy during
his presentation. 

Noriega is a law partner in Bram-
nick’s personal injury fi�rm in Scotch
Plains.

Not surprisingly, Bramnick, who is
pondering his own run for governor in
2025, gave Noriega a glowing review,
calling him a model of humility. 

And, more importantly, as Murphy
was quick to note, the nomination
was a collaboration between a Demo-
cratic governor and a Republican
senator — a rare partnership these
days.

A Morristown aff�ordable housing de-
velopment will get a $70 million up-
grade thanks to the New Jersey Eco-
nomic Development Authority, which
approved funding last week for three
state residential projects designed to
strengthen underserved communities.

Manahan Village, a 200-unit com-
plex on Flagler Street and Clyde Potts
Drive, will be renovated as part of the
authority’s Aspire Program.

The initiative, created under the New
Jersey Economic Recovery Act of 2020
and signed by Gov. Phil Murphy in early

2021, supports development in “transit-
oriented” areas by providing tax credits
to projects to help bridge gaps in fi�nanc-
ing. 

The Manahan Village application
was approved for up to 35% of the total
cost, or $24.6 million in Aspire tax cred-
its.

Housing funded in three NJ towns

The other projects passed by the EDA
last week are The Metropolitan, a
planned 23-story high-rise in Newark,
and the Northgate 1 Apartments, a 21-
story building in Camden. More than 

Aff�ordable housing project to get $70M boost
Kyle Morel
Morristown Daily Record
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Manahan Village in Morristown is one
of three housing projects in New
Jersey awarded funding by the state
Economic Development Authority for
renovations to the property.
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