
The Point Pleasant Beach house whose owner
played a steady stream of Frank Sinatra songs that
could be heard on the boardwalk from morning un-
til night is back on the market for $3.3 million, more
than $1 million less than when it was fi�rst listed for
sale last fall.

Since listing it again, the property’s agent, James
Ward, said he is getting a steady stream of calls from
potential buyers, in a sign that the price cut didn’t
mean that the Shore’s waterfront housing market is
slowing down.

“It’s certainly more signifi�cant this go around,”
Ward, a broker-associate with Keller Williams Real-
ty Ocean Living in Point Pleasant Beach, said of the
interest. “Phone’s defi�nitely ringing more. We’re in
the spring market and it’s at a more marketable
price point.”

The Shore’s waterfront housing market is regain-
ing its momentum, shrugging off� higher mortgage
rates. 

On the barrier island of Toms River, a 792-
square-foot beach home is under contract for close
to its listing price of $719,000, or 19% more than
what it sold for less than two years ago. In Sea
Bright, a condominium recently sold for nearly $1.5
million, or $300,000 more than its asking price,
agents said.

This home on Church
Street in Sea Bright
(center) has recently
sold. The Shore's
waterfront housing
market is still
bustling.
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‘LOTS OF
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Shore waterfront homes see
eye-popping price surge
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FREEHOLD - An Asbury Park man accused of re-
peatedly raping his pet cat before handcuffi�ng and tor-
turing her to death has been indicted on charges that
could send him to prison for fi�ve years, Monmouth
County Prosecutor Raymond S. Santiago said Monday.

A Monmouth County grand jury returned an indict-
ment charging Bani J. Mezquititla, 18, with two diff�erent
counts of animal cruelty - tormenting, torturing or un-
necessarily or cruelly abusing a living animal, resulting
in its death and using an animal in a sexual manner.

Both of the animal cruelty charges are third-degree
crimes, each carrying potential prison terms up to fi�ve
years.

Mezquititla remains held without bail at the Mon-
mouth County Jail since his arrest in the case in
March. Superior Court Judge Henry P. Butehorn grant-
ed the state’s detention motion at a hearing March 14
at which an assistant prosecutor described horrifi�c
abuse allegedly committed by Mezquititla upon his cat
named Ellie. 

At the hearing, Assistant Prosecutor Sevan Bira-
mian alleged Mezquititla raped the cat multiple times
over a period of months and also sexually abused her
with a pencil; tortured her by repeatedly strangling her
with a pulley device consisting of a phone-charger
cord, door knob and dresser knob; bound the feline’s
limbs behind her back with miniature handcuff�s dur-
ing the torture; cut off� her tongue and part of her jaw
while she was still alive and, once she was dead, threw
her out of his apartment window. 

Prosecutor:
Asbury Park man
repeatedly raped,
tortured pet cat
Indictment charges 18-year-old
with 2 counts of animal cruelty 

See CAT, Page 2A
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Under a law inspired by the sitcom “Seinfeld,” tele-
marketers in New Jersey will have 30 seconds to iden-
tify themselves and whom they represent.

Telemarketers also will have to provide a callback
number under the measure, which Gov. Phil Murphy
signed Monday evening. It was nicknamed the “Sein-
feld bill” in a nod to the iconic 1990s sitcom.

In one scene, Jerry gets a call from a telemarketer
while he has guests over, and he asks for a callback
number. The telemarketer refuses. 

“Oh, I guess you don’t want people calling you at
home,” Jerry responds. “Well, now you know how I
feel.”

And he hangs up. 

NJ’s new ‘Seinfeld’ law
will require telemarketers
to identify themselves
Daniel Munoz
NorthJersey.com
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The Neptune City man serving life in prison without
the possibility of parole for the 2016 murder of child-
hood friend Sarah Stern has lost his bid to have the
state’s highest court hear an appeal of his case.

The New Jersey Supreme Court on May 4 issued a
one-page order declining to hear an appeal by 25-year-
old Liam McAtasney of his 2019 conviction and life term
in the murder of the 19-year-old Neptune City woman.

NJ top court won’t hear
appeal by Stern’s killer
Bid for new trial rejected
Kathleen Hopkins
Asbury Park Press
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Liam McAtasney was convicted in 2019 of the
murder of former high school classmate Sarah
Stern. The New Jersey Supreme Court has
declined to hear his appeal of his conviction and
life term. TANYA BREEN/ASBURY PARK PRESSSee KILLER, Page 2A
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seller’s market,

still. There’s not

much inventory

anywhere, and

as far as I

understand,

there are many

agents that

have lots of

buyers.”
Barbara Montone
Agent with Crossroads Realty
in Lavallette
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