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WASHINGTON
Millions of seniors across the

country “would see their Social
Security benefits halted” if the
government defaults, California
Sen. Alex Padilla warned at a
press conference last week.
He’s probably right.
But no one needs to start

planning for disaster yet. Presi-
dent Joe Biden and congression-
al leaders are trying to find a
way to raise or suspend the debt

limit. Even if they don’t, there
are some politically risky ways
that payments to the nation’s 66
million beneficiaries could con-
tinue.
Different versions of Padilla’s

warning have been circulating
around Washington in recent
days. Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has said the debt limit
could be reached sometime
around June 1.
If that happens, the govern-

ment would default and be
unable to borrow or pay its bills.
“If there is a default, which

means Treasury has no borrow-

ing authority and not enough
cash on hand, there’s a good
chance Social Security benefits
will be disrupted,” said Dan
Adcock, government relations
and policy director at the non-
partisan National Committee to
Preserve Social Security and
Medicare.

COULD BENEFITS COME
ANYWAY?
William Hoagland, senior vice

president of the Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center, generally agreed but
cited some longshot scenarios
under which benefits could

continue – efforts that would be
difficult to implement and prob-
ably politically toxic.
Social Security payments are

made monthly and distributed
according to one’s birthday.
Next month’s payments are due
June 3, 14, 21 and 28. In March,
retirees received an average of
$1,784 a month.
In theory, Treasury could wait

to collect enough revenue, in-
cluding through Social Security
taxes, to cover an entire day’s
obligations and then make such
payments all at once. For exam-
ple, on the first date of default,

it might take two days of in-
coming revenue to honor all of
the obligations that were due on
the first date of the default.
As a result, the first day’s

payments would be delayed by
one day. After that “they’re
going to be hard pressed be-
cause the delays in payments
will only grow until the debt
limit is increased or suspend-
ed,” said Adcock.

SETTING PRIORITIES
Treasury could also cash in

securities from the Social Secu-
rity trust fund. But using new
revenues would create other
problems, Hoagland said.
Doing so would make Social

Security a top priority, ahead of
other social programs or the
military, likely sparking a politi-
cal uproar. And there are serious

Debt ceiling impasse could
tie up Social Security checks
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acquired over 70,000 acres
from Jackson south to the Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast to be used
for green energy production.
Hydrogen will be created by

splitting water molecules into
hydrogen and oxygen through
electrolysis, using wind and
solar energy to produce zero
carbon or methane emissions.
A rendering of the company’s

zero-carbon hydrogen ecosys-
tem shows the type of facility,
located near water and with

Hy Stor Energy on Thursday
took the next step to develop a
large-scale hydrogen produc-
tion and storage hub in Mis-
sissippi.
The company said in a press

release it submitted an applica-
tion to the U.S. Department of
Energy for funding of the oper-
ation that would generate zero
emission hydrogen energy and
create hundreds of jobs.
The funding would come

through DOE’s Regional Clean
Hydrogen Hub initiative.
Federal investment of up to

$1 billion would push Hy Stor
Energy’s development plans
into a multi-billion-dollar pro-
ject, the company said, and
establish Mississippi as one of
the nation’s largest producers
of clean hydrogen.
Ground breaking could come

as early as this year, according
to the press release.

WHERE AND HOW
WILL IT WORK?
Based in Jackson and with an

office in Gulfport, Hy Stor has

wind turbines for the produc-
tion, storage, and delivery of
carbon-free energy in one loca-
tion.
Hy Stor has locations under

its control in Hancock County,
along with Perry, Jones, Co-
vington, Lawrence, Smith,
Simpson, Claiborne, Bolivar
and Hinds counties, the compa-
ny said.
The plan is to have electroly-

sis for hydrogen production at
several locations based on cus-

tomer demand, and with close
connections to the company’s
storage facilities.

STORING HYDROGEN
IN SALT DOMES
One of the reasons Hy Store

officials chose to locate in Mis-
sissippi is the geology needed
for storing hydrogen.
“Salt cavern geology is only

found in specific locations
around the world, and the Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast is one of
them,” said Claire Behar, Hy
Stor’s chief commercial officer.
“Salt cavern storage is the

lowest-cost solution for bulk
storage of hydrogen,” the com-
pany said, and the only com-
mercially viable solution for
storage over days, weeks or a
season.
Underground salt caverns on

the Gulf Coast already are used
by the U.S. Strategic Petroleum
Reserve to store emergency
crude oil in massive caverns —
typically 200 feet in diameter
and 200 feet tall.
In 2010, the Department of

Energy eyed the Richton salt
dome near Hattiesburg as one

Hy Stor Energy

A rendering shows Hy Stor Energy’s green hydrogen production facility. Renewable energy sources such as wind and solar will be used to
power the plant and the electrolysis that will generate hydrogen energy.

Hy Stor requests $1B in federal
funds for clean energy hub
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Hy Stor Energy

A rendering shows the building where electrolysis, the process
where hydrogen energy is created by splitting a water molecule into
its hydrogen and oxygen parts, will take place.
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A Mississippi man accused of
killing a teen and injuring six
others in a mass shooting at
Scratch Kitchen restaurant in
Ocean Springs is back on the
Coast and faces multiple felony
charges.
Fa’Darius Davon Williams

was extradited from Mobile,
Alabama, to the Jackson County
jail Monday afternoon and is
held without bond, according to
records. He faces charges of
felony murder and five felony
counts of aggravated assault in
the shooting at a Cinco de Mayo
party.
Williams is accused of firing

into a crowd of about 200 peo-
ple on May 5. Chayse Harmon, a
19-year-old man from Moss
Point, was shot in the chest and
died at the restaurant.
After the shooting, Ocean

Springs police Capt. Ryan Le-
Maire told the Sun Herald, Wil-
liams went to a local hospital for
treatment after sustaining a
hand injury. He was later trans-
ferred to a hospital in Mobile.
Ocean Springs police believe

Williams was affiliated with
either the Wicked street gang or
Guap Gang Empire.
The two gangs are known to

be involved in alleged gun and
drug sales and operate across
the Mississippi Coast.
Williams has a criminal histo-

ry dating back to 2018 when
Jackson County Sheriff’s depu-
ties arrested him on two counts
of aggravated assault that led to
injuries at a St. Martin apart-
ment complex.
A Jackson County grand jury

later indicted Williams on felo-
ny charges of possession of
marijuana and possession of a
stolen firearm, identified in
court records as a rifle.
Williams later pleaded guilty

to both the firearms and drug
charge and received probation
for the offenses.
Once he completed the terms

of his probation in January,
Judge Kathy King Jackson dis-
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