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EAST LANSING — A memorial bicycle ride on
Wednesday evening will be quiet. So much so, the
only sounds people are expected to hear are wheels
turning, gears shifting and the riders breathing. 

That’s intentional. The ride serves as a funeral
procession for bicyclists killed in crashes. The
event, aptly named the Ride of Silence, started in
2003 in Texas as a way for Chris Phelan to honor a
friend who was killed. Greater Lansing’s own event
is going into its 16th year, with Tim Potter and Pat
Harrington leading the pack. 

“Many report back that it’s the most important
ride they do every year and it’s powerful for them to
focus on that one thing rather chit-chat about the
weather or sports,” said Potter, who runs Michigan
State University Bike Service Center and antici-
pates about 200 riders.

‘RIDE OF SILENCE’
SPEAKS VOLUMES

Cyclists ride through Lansing's Old Town Sunday. ROBERT KILLIPS/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Bike safety advocates tout
passage of hands-free driving bills
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See RIDE, Page 2A

Tim Potter, manager of the MSU Bikes Service
Center, works on bicycle rim on May 9, 2022, at
the shop in East Lansing. Potter is one of the
organizers for the Greater Lansing 2022 Ride of
Silence. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

EAST LANSING — When Michael
Wilson graduated from Michigan State
University less than two weeks ago, he
didn’t think he’d use his robe again. 

But on Monday, he donned the
green cap and gown with a sign read-
ing, “Homeless jobless anything
helps!!” as he panhandled at a corner
in East Lansing.

Wilson, 28, graduated earlier this
month from the College of Communi-
cation Arts and Sciences with a degree
in digital storytelling. He said he's put
in over 90 job applications and con-
ducted interviews for three, but has
yet to receive an off�er. “I'm not just sit-
ting around doing nothing,” Wilson
said. “I went to college, I paid the mon-
ey, I did everything society has told me
to do and still here I am.”

MSU grad
panhandles
while job
searching 
Sheldon Krause
Lansing State Journal
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MERIDIAN TWP. — Months after
the construction of what would be the
Lansing area’s fi�rst Trader Joe’s was
paused, work at the site hasn’t re-
sumed and the project’s construction
permit with the township has expired,
offi�cials confi�rmed to the State Journal
Monday.

But the project’s developer told
township staff� the store’s construction
will resume, said Tim Schmitt, Merid-
ian Township director of community
planning and development. He met
with offi�cials with East Lansing-based
Strathmore Real Estate Group, the de-
velopment company behind the pro-
ject, on Monday.

Permit for work
at Trader Joe’s in
Okemos expires.
What’s next
Rachel Greco
Lansing State Journal
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