
See SASQUATCH, Page 2A

They are 
among us?

Researcher says
Sasquatches are around,

if you pay attention

Melinda Martinez Alexandria Town Talk

USA TODAY NETWORK

Claude, a sasquatch researcher, said there are
signs that sasquatches are out there. They live
all over Louisiana. It’s a matter of paying
attention to your surroundings. In an area of
Kisatchie Forest, he made a mold of a
sasquatch footprint out of dental clay. 
MELINDA MARTINEZ/THE TOWN TALK

N
o matter where Claude goes,

he can sense when there is a

sasquatch around. He wasn’t

conscious of it earlier in his

life when he was busy working and rais-

ing a family but even then, he always

knew sasquatches existed. h There are

signs that sasquatches are out there, said

Claude, a sasquatch researcher. They live

all over Louisiana. It’s a matter of paying

attention to your surroundings. h To

avoid harassment and ridicule, Claude

isn’t disclosing his full name or the loca-

tions in Kisatachie National Forest where

he has been conducting his research for

the last several years. But he likes to talk

about the elusive creatures in hopes that

it will be benefi�cial in lessening the fear

people may have.
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Tioga duo captures top honors
on All-District 2-4A team
SPORTS, 1B

There is plenty of backlash over the
new Federal Housing Finance Agency
policy that makes people with good
credit pay more for mortgages. 

The new policy is aimed to help low-
income borrowers aff�ord their month-
ly mortgage payments. In most cases,
low- to median-income fi�rst-time
home buyers pay less, while home-
buyers with good credit make extra
payments to help higher-risk borrow-

ers pay a monthly mort-
gage. 

According to a press
release, Louisiana State
Treasurer John M.
Schroder decries the
policy in a letter to
President Joe Biden and
Federal Housing Fi-

nance Agency (FHFA) Director Sandra
Thompson. “This is the most absurd
thing I’ve seen in a long time,” said
Schroder. “It fl�ies in the face of the
American dream where if you work
hard, you can achieve anything. In this
case, if you do those things, your
dream of home ownership will just
cost you more.”

The letter was co-signed by 33 state
treasurers and fi�nancial offi�cers. The
letter states the policy will take money
away from the people who played by
the rules and did things right – includ-
ing millions of hardworking, middle-
class Americans who built a good
credit score and saved enough to make
a strong down payment.

The new FHFA policy went into ef-
fect May 1, and those who make down
payments of 20% or more on their
homes will pay the highest fees, mak-
ing it “one of the most backward in-
centives imaginable” according to the
letter.

The release states, with Schroder’s
business background in real estate de-
velopment, he can also attest to the
current fragile state of the real estate
market with the shortage of properties
and pricing imbalance compared to 
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New US
mortgage
policy faces
backlash
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Schroder 

Whether colleges and universities
should consider race or ethnicity during
the admission process has been a wide-
ly debated topic in postsecondary edu-
cation for years. 

However, proposed legislation at the
Louisiana State Capitol could potential-
ly tip the scale on the conversation re-
garding admissions process. 

Senate Bill No. 128, introduced by
Sen. Jay Morris (R-West Monroe), pro-
hibits colleges and universities from us-
ing an applicant’s race or an applicant’s
family member’s race, sex or national
origin during admission and scholar-
ship processes. 

With the proposed legislation pend-
ing approval from the Senate Education
Committee, how could it aff�ect students
in higher education? 

What exactly does the proposal
read? 

The proposed law prohibits public
postsecondary education institutions
from using information relative to an
applicant’s or an applicant’s family
member’s race, sex, or national origin in
making admissions decisions for the in-
stitution or a program of study. 

According to the proposed law’s orig-
inal text, each public college and univer-
sity would be required to clearly state
the criteria used in their admissions
processes in admissions documents
and on the institution’s admissions
website. The schools will also be prohib-
ited from using subjective or vague cri-
teria in the process. 

The proposed law also prohibits pub-
lic postsecondary education institu-
tions from using information relative to
an applicant’s or an applicant’s family
member’s race, sex or national origin in

awarding of scholarships, grants, or
other fi�nancial aid, unless the aid pro-
gram requires the preferential treat-
ment. It prohibits a scholarship, grant,
or fi�nancial aid program funded with
any state or institution monies from in-
cluding terms that provide preferential
treatment based on race, sex or national
origin. 

Each public college and university
will be required to provide a report to the
Senate and House education commit-
tees on the aid programs that require
the consideration of a student’s race,
sex or national origin and to identify the
funding mechanism for each aid pro-
gram. 

A student may seek a writ of manda-
mus or injunctive relief, together with
attorneys fees and costs, to require
compliance with the proposed law. 

Attempts to reach Morris for com-
ment were unsuccessful. 

How would the proposed
legislation affect students in
higher education? 

The consideration of race, gender
and other unrelated factors were put
into place to ensure no biases in the ad-
mission and scholarship processes,
Grambling State University Vice-Presi-
dent of Enrollment Management Gavin
Hamms said. 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1978
following Regents of the University of
California v. Blakke, that using race as
an exclusive basis for admissions deci-
sions violated the 14th Amendment and
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, religion sex or national ori-
gin. 

With the removal of those consider-
ations, Hamms said, the proposed legis-

Bill would ban affi�rmative action in college admission
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