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Honoring the fallen

Seaton Norris III of Henderson plays the bagpipes at Henderson’s annual Memorial Day cross display in

Central Park on Friday afternoon. Norris, a member of the Kyilindi Pipes & Drums band, tries to play at

the monument whenever he gets a chance. His dad, Seaton Norris Jr., and father-in-law, George Nasbitt,

are both represented with crosses for their army and navy service. Norris played “Amazing Grace” and a

medley of armed services tunes. The cross display will remain in place through Memorial Day. 
DENNY SIMMONS / COURIER & PRESS

KYIV, Ukraine – Ukrainian air de-
fenses thwarted an intense Russian air
attack on Kyiv early Tuesday, shooting
down all 18 missiles aimed at the cap-
ital with the help of Western-supplied
weapons, offi�cials said.

Loud explosions boomed over Kyiv
as the nighttime attack combined Rus-
sian missiles launched from the air,
sea and land in an apparent attempt to
overwhelm Ukraine’s air defenses. No
casualties were reported. 

The barrage came as European
leaders sought new ways to punish
Russia for the war and a Chinese envoy
sought traction for Beijing’s peace pro-
posal, which so far appears to have
made little impression on the warring
sides. It also came as Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy returned
home following a whirlwind European
tour to greet Ukraine’s key wartime al-
lies, which spurred an additional
tranche of pledged military aid. 

The overnight attack on Kyiv was
“exceptional in its density – the maxi-
mum number of attacking missiles in
the shortest period of time,” said Serhii
Popko, the head of the Kyiv military
administration. 

Valentyna Myronets, a 64-year-old
Kyiv resident, said she felt “pain, fear,
nervousness, restlessness” amid the
assaults. “God, we are waiting for vic-
tory and when all this is over,” she said.

U.K. Ambassador Melinda Sim-
mons tweeted that the barrage was
“pretty intense.” 

“Bangs and shaking walls are not an
easy night,” she wrote.

It was the eighth time this month
that Russian air raids had targeted the
capital, a clear escalation after weeks
of lull and ahead of a much-anticipat-
ed Ukrainian counteroff�ensive. 

Six “Kinzhal” aero-ballistic missiles
were launched from MiG-31K aircraft,
nine cruise missiles from ships in the
Black Sea and three land-based S-400
cruise missiles targeted the capital, air
force spokesman Yurii Ihnat said in a
statement on Telegram. 

After the fi�rst onslaught, Russia
also launched Iranian-made Shahed
attack drones and conducted aerial re-
connaissance, Ihnat said. 

Debris fell across several districts in
the capital, starting fi�res, but no losses
were reported, Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said. 

Sophisticated air defense systems
provided by Ukraine’s Western allies,
including American-made Patriot
missiles, have helped spare Kyiv from
the kind of destruction witnessed
elsewhere in the country as Russian
forces press on with their tactic of
long-range bombardment.

A Russian defense offi�cial said
Tuesday’s attack destroyed a Patriot
missile battery in Kyiv. Russian De-
fense Ministry spokesman Igor Ko-
nashenkovdidn’t provide evidence,
and the statement couldn’t be inde-
pendently verifi�ed. Ihnat, the Ukrai-
nian air force spokesman, refused to
comment on the claim.

The bolstered air defenses have de-
terred Russian aircraft from going 

Ukraine
thwarts
air attack
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Europe and China look
to exert infl�uence in war
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Perhaps you could fi�le it under the
“don’t-know-what-you’ve-got-‘til-it’s
gone” category, but demand for the lo-
cal public library and in-person ser-
vices have come back strong three
years after the pandemic revamped ev-
erything.

Having just observed National Li-
brary Week at the end of April, it’s as
good a time as any to take stock of
what’s been happening.

Like most libraries across the nation,
both the Evansville Vanderburgh Public
Library system and Henderson County
Public Library had to get creative when
the services it could off�er became lim-
ited in spring 2020.

That involved such things as devel-
oping curbside pick-up/drop-off� logis-
tics, other safety protocols and fi�guring
out what could be off�ered in a diff�erent
way.

EVPL said it increased the numbers
and range of eBooks, eAudiobooks,
streaming music and video available to
patrons at the beginning of the pan-
demic, and library staff� members say
the use of those categories remains ele-
vated post-pandemic.

Heather McKinney, writing and so-
cial media specialist at EVPL, reported
that their library users have returned to
in-person programming at their own
speed and comfort levels.

“We are seeing patrons returning to

the programs that allow for interaction
– storytimes, book discussions, cook-
ing/baking events, STEAM programs
with team projects – along with return-
ing for the materials to check out and
take home,” she said. “Use of our meet-
ing and study rooms is returning to pre-
pandemic levels.”

But there’s also a newness three
years later.

At Henderson County Public Library,
Director Shannon Sandefur has just
passed her two-year anniversary hav-
ing arrived at the job in the middle of a
pandemic and a $8 million, two-story
expansion.

That wing, which include additional
space for stacks, community meeting
rooms, study rooms, an art gallery and a
revamped circulation desk, has greatly
impacted library traffi�c since the doors
opened in 2021.

The meeting room space can be cus-
tomized and is weekly the site for Hen-
derson Rotary Club and Henderson Li-
ons Club meetings. Since its opening
the room also has hosted wedding re-
ceptions, Chamber of Commerce net-
working events and other community
activities.

More than books and records
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Pandemic years
reshaped local libraries
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University of Southern Indiana history student Nailah Sutton peruses a book at
EVPL Central on Jan. 5. Sutton said she enjoys reading fi�ction and visits the
library every other day after class. MACABE BROWN/EVANSVILLE COURIER & PRESS


