
Weighing
Churchill 
Downs’
value to
Louisville

The Kentucky Derby and Churchill
Downs are good for Louisville’s econo-
my, experts say. 

Along with the horse races comes
the pageantry and fashion, the celebri-
ties, the tourists and roughly $400 mil-
lion in economic impact to the metro
area. 

Thomas Lambert, an assistant pro-
fessor of economics and equine indus-
try at the University of Louisville, said
the economic benefi�ts of Churchill
Downs extend past the track and pour
into local businesses and local and
state tax revenues. 

“Churchill Downs is kind of like an
export … that extra spending, that
boost and hotel occupancy, it’s a good
thing,” Lambert said. 

Here’s what we know about what
Churchill Downs contributes to the city
and state economically, and what they
get in return:

What does Churchill Downs
contribute to the local economy? 

Churchill Downs created
$401,866,455 in economic impact from 

Does $4M in tax breaks
bring suffi�cient return?

Olivia Evans
Louisville Courier Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See INCENTIVE, Page 6A

Guests overlook the Paddock on
Derby Day on May 6 at Churchill
Downs.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced a nearly $11 billion invest-
ment on Tuesday to help bring aff�ord-
able clean energy to rural communities
throughout the country.

Rural electric cooperatives, renew-
able energy companies and electric util-
ities will be able to apply for funding

through two programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack said during a media briefi�ng on
Monday.

Vilsack said it was the largest single
federal investment in rural electrifi�ca-
tion since President Franklin D. Roose-
velt signed the Rural Electrifi�cation Act
in 1936 as part of the New Deal.

“This is an exciting opportunity for
the Rural Utility Service to work collab-
oratively with our great partners, the
Rural Electric cooperatives, in order to
advance a clean energy future for rural
America,” Vilsack said. “So this is an ex-

citing and an historic day, and it con-
tinues an ongoing eff�ort to ensure that
rural America is a full participant in
this clean energy economy.”

The Empowering Rural America
program will make $9.7 billion avail-
able for rural electric cooperatives to
create renewable energy, zero-emis-
sion and carbon capture systems.

Jim Matheson, CEO of the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion, praised the administration for the
investment.

$11B to fund rural renewable energy
Programs aim to make
clean power aff�ordable

Drew Costley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See ENERGY, Page 7A

Starr Roberts was 8 years old when
she put marker to poster board before
heading off� to Freedom Hall for Denny
Crum’s last game as the head coach of
the Louisville men’s basketball pro-
gram.

“No one will EVER replace Denny!”
the sign reads. “We love you.” 

On Monday night, nearly a week af-
ter learning of Crum’s death at age 86
and crying on the phone with her father,
Roberts dug the sign out of a closet and
stood holding it outside of the KFC
Yum! Center with her family before a
celebration of Crum’s life ceremony on
the court bearing his signature. 

Twenty-two years later, the senti-

ment behind her message hasn’t
changed, especially after she received
money from the Denny Crum Scholar-
ship Fund to attend U of L and earn her
Master’s degree on her journey to be-
coming a teacher.

“He is such a fi�xture here in the com-
munity,” said Roberts, who is in her
third year teaching Spanish at Doss
High School, “due to his service and just
being a wonderful person.”

Crum the coach was defi�ned by win-
ning – 675 victories in 30 years at the
helm, six trips to the Final Four and two
national championships. The Hall of
Famer was so competitive, former play-
er Roger Burkman said, he once had a
group of ex-Cardinals participating in a
charity bocce ball tournament with him 

‘ONE OF US’

Susan Sweeney Crum spoke at the Denny Crum Celebration of Life on Monday night at the KFC Yum! Center. 
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Louisville community comes together to remember Denny Crum

Brooks Holton
Louisville Courier Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See DENNY CRUM, Page 4A

“He was

always one

of us. I think

all of us here

are better

because we

knew Denny

Crum and

what he

stood for.” 
Jerry Jones
Crum’s longtime

assistant

KENTUCKY PRIMARY
More coverage

Go to courier-journal.com for full
election coverage.

Coming tomorrow

Election stories also will appear
in Thursday’s newspaper.


